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ORIGINS OF THE CAMPAIGN 
Poland's existence is intolerable and incompatible with the essential conditions of Germany's life. 
Generaloberst Hans van Seeckt, 1922 

After m o r e than a century of G e r m a n a n d R u s s i a n o c c u p a t i o n , P o l a n d once 
a g a i n b e c a m e a n independent s ta te at the end of W o r l d W a r I. H o w e v e r , 
Po land ' s new-found liberty w a s precar ious f rom the s tart a n d its leader, J o z e f 
P i l sudsk i , h a d to fend off a Soviet invas ion that reached the a p p r o a c h e s to 
W a r s a w in 1 9 2 0 . While Pi l sudski succeeded in defeat ing this a g g r e s s i o n , he 
dec ided to ba se Poland's long-term security u p o n a defensive mil i tary al l iance 
with France a n d non-aggres s ion treaties with G e r m a n y a n d the Soviet U n i o n . 
P o l a n d s igned a formal mil i tary al l iance with France in 1 9 2 1 , which p r o v i d e d 
defensive guarantees aga ins t both G e r m a n y a n d the Soviet U n i o n . In 1 9 3 2 , 
the Soviet Union finally s igned a non-aggre s s ion p a c t with P o l a n d a n d Hit ler 
s igned a 10-year non-aggress ion pac t with Po land in 1 9 3 4 . A l t h o u g h Pilsudski 
seemed to have stabil ized Poland ' s security s i tuat ion, his increas ing percept ion 
of the four m a i n oppos i t i on part ies a s internal security threats t o o k the g los s 
off the Polish nat ional unity acquired in 1 9 1 8 . After Pi lsudski ' s death in 1 9 3 5 , 
his disciples es tabl i shed the S a n a c j a ( 'cleansing') reg ime - essential ly a quas i -
mil i tary d ic ta torship - that succeeded in a l ienat ing m u c h of the p o p u l a t i o n . 
J u s t a s P o l a n d w a s descending into a p e r i o d of internal rancour , the threat 
of fore ign a g g r e s s i o n re-emerged as N a z i G e r m a n y r e - a r m e d a n d b e g a n to 
p u s h an aggress ive a g e n d a in Eas tern E u r o p e . After the 1 9 3 8 M u n i c h Cr i s i s , 
Po land ' s leaders sought new guarantees f r o m both the West a n d f rom Stal in. 
F o r the first t ime , Po land sought a n d received a Brit ish security c o m m i t m e n t 
in M a r c h 1 9 3 9 , fo l lowed by French g u a r a n t e e s of mi l i tary s u p p o r t in M a y 
1 9 3 9 . Stalin cont inued to re-affirm the Soviet-Pol i sh non-aggres s ion pac t even 
a s he w a s negot ia t ing with Hitler to carve u p P o l a n d . 

GERMAN AND SOVIET OCCUPATION, 1939-41 

OPPOSITE 
Germany and the Soviet 
Union were equally gui l ty in 
the destruction of the Polish 
Republic. Here, Soviet tank 
brigade commander Semyon 
Krivoshein hosts a jo in t 
German-Soviet victory 
parade wi th General der 
Panzertruppen Heinz 
Guderian in Brest-Litovsk on 
22 September 1939. (AKG 
Images, 74575) 

We have already formed displacement policies regarding the Polish population 
within Poland; the ultimate task is to wipe out the Poles and repopulate lands 
that rightfully belong to Germany. 
Adolf Hitler, 13 April 1941 

Indeed , of all the foreign leaders wi th w h o m P o l a n d h a d to c o n t e n d , Hit ler 
w a s p r o b a b l y the m o s t h o n e s t , in tha t his h a t r e d w a s u n d i s g u i s e d . Hi t l e r 
a b r o g a t e d the 1 9 3 4 non-aggres s ion pac t in Apri l 1 9 3 9 a n d , us ing the sensitive 
i s sue of D a n z i g a s a n e x c u s e , act ively b e g a n p r e p a r i n g for inva s ion . Hi t ler 
a l s o h a d a better sense t h a n P o l a n d ' s l eader s tha t A n g l o - F r e n c h secur i ty 
g u a r a n t e e s w e r e w o r t h l e s s . Put t ing a s i d e N a z i - S o v i e t po l i t i ca l d i f ferences 
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t v ' 

Warsaw's n ightmare begins 
as German t roops march past 
Adol f Hitler's reviewing stand 
dur ing the victory parade in 
Warsaw held on 5 October 
1939. In order to ensure their 
Fiihrer's safety, the Germans 
ordered all Polish civilians 
to remain indoors and took 
412 prominent Warsovians, 
inc luding the mayor, as 
hostages. (AKG Images, 74491) 

for the m o m e n t , Hit ler au t h o r i zed the M o l o t o v - R i b b e n t r o p Pact , s igned on 
2 3 A u g u s t 1 9 3 9 . In the secret p r o t o c o l to the p a c t , Hit ler a n d Stalin agreed 
to divide u p P o l a n d between t h e m , with W a r s a w g o i n g to the G e r m a n zone . 
N i n e d a y s later, G e r m a n y i n v a d e d P o l a n d . Hit ler instructed his genera l s ' to 
kill w i t h o u t pity or mercy, all m e n , w o m e n a n d children of Pol ish descent or 
l a n g u a g e . O n l y in this w a y c a n w e o b t a i n the living s p a c e w e need . ' 

W a r s a w p u t u p a s tout defence (see C a m p a i g n 1 0 7 : Poland 1939, Osprey 
Publ i sh ing L t d : O x f o r d , 2 0 0 2 , by Steven J . Z a l o g a ) , but after a 2 0 - d a y siege 
the defenders were forced to surrender. H o w e v e r , it is i m p o r t a n t to note that 
the G e r m a n s d id n o t f ight their w a y into the city, but in s tead used their 
super ior artillery a n d air s u p p o r t to undermine the defence by inflicting heavy 
civil ian ca sua l t i e s . O v e r 2 5 , 0 0 0 civi l ians were killed in this short per iod and 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 2 per cent of the city's bui ld ings were des t royed . Unwil l ing 
to accep t m o r e civi l ian lo s se s a n d recogn iz ing that help f r o m the Western 
Allies w a s n o t f o r t h c o m i n g , the W a r s a w g a r r i s o n agreed to cap i tu la te . O n 
1 October , a c o m p a n y of G e r m a n infantry m a r c h e d into the Bruhl Pa lace , 
beg inning five years of G e r m a n o c c u p a t i o n . 

A s P o l a n d w a s s u c c u m b i n g to G e r m a n a g g r e s s i o n , S ta l in dec ided to 
v io la te the 1 9 3 2 N o n - A g g r e s s i o n Pac t wi th P o l a n d a n d o r d e r e d the R e d 
A r m y to invade eas tern P o l a n d o n 1 7 September . In short order, Soviet forces 
o v e r r a n ea s te rn P o l a n d a n d c a p t u r e d over 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 Pol i sh t r o o p s in the 
proces s . Britain a n d France remained silent on Soviet aggress ion t o w a r d s their 
Pol i sh ally. A c c o r d i n g to the secret p r o v i s i o n s of the M o l o t o v - R i b b e n t r o p 
Pact , G e r m a n y o c c u p i e d wes tern a n d central P o l a n d , while the Soviet Union 
o c c u p i e d eas tern P o l a n d . 

F r o m the beginning, the G e r m a n s used m a s s murder to terrorize the Polish 
p o p u l a t i o n . L o c a l Volksdeutsche f o rmed into Selbstschutz (self-defence) units, 
in con junc t ion with regular G e r m a n a r m y units , b e g a n a v ic ious ethnic 
c leansing opera t ion that murdered over 1 6 , 0 0 0 Poles by the end of October 
1 9 3 9 . In N o v e m b e r 1 9 3 9 , the G e r m a n s began arrest ing university professors 
a n d clos ing m o s t school s a n d churches , in the opening m o v e to crush Poland's 

6 



identity. Under Generalplan Ost, G e r m a n y intended first to explo i t Po land for 
forced labour and economic resources to s u p p o r t the Thi rd Reich's w a r effort. 
Eventually, the p lan envisioned the reduct ion of the ethnic Polish p o p u l a t i o n 
d o w n to three to four million within a decade a n d total exterminat ion within 
a few decades . German-occupied Poland w a s divided into t w o m a i n areas . T h e 
Generalgouvernement (General Government , G G ) w a s set up under Governor-
General H a n s Frank to administer central Po land , including Warsaw. T h e other 
main G e r m a n o c c u p a t i o n zone w a s R e i c h s g a u War the land in the wes tern 
border areas , which w a s incorpora ted directly into the Reich in October 1 9 3 9 . 
In M a y 1 9 4 0 , F rank began wholesa le ' special ac t ions ' which resulted in the 
execution of 7 , 0 0 0 Polish civilians a n d the impr i sonment of thousands m o r e in 
the Ges tapo-run P awiak Prison in Warsaw. 

While the G e r m a n s w e r e r a n s a c k i n g w e s t e r n a n d centra l P o l a n d , the 
Soviet o c c u p a t i o n w a s quiet ly pac i fy ing the eas tern o c c u p a t i o n z o n e . Stal in 
declared P o l a n d non-exi s tent a n d all p e o p l e in the occup ied area were n o w 
Soviet cit izens. In the next t w o y e a r s , the Soviets depor ted over 1.4 mi l l ion 
peop le f rom eas tern P o l a n d to serve a s forced l a b o u r in the Soviet U n i o n , 
where t w o - t h i r d s of t h e m p e r i s h e d . F u r t h e r m o r e , Sta l in o r d e r e d the 
e l iminat ion of m o s t of the c a p t u r e d Pol ish mil i tary per sonnel , to inhibit any 
future ant i -Soviet re s i s t ance . In M a r c h 1 9 4 0 , the Soviet Po l i tburo o r d e r e d 
the execut ion of 2 2 , 0 0 0 of the cap tured Polish mil i tary personnel a n d 4 0 , 0 0 0 
civi l ians , a l t h o u g h their fate w a s kept secret for years . 

THE POLISH RESISTANCE FORMS, 1939-42 
Even before P o l a n d w a s overrun , its Genera l Staff began p lanning to f o r m a n 
u n d e r g r o u n d res i s tance m o v e m e n t . While par t s of the Pol ish regular mil i tary 
e scaped to cont inue the fight in F r a n c e a n d E n g l a n d , units in W a r s a w were 
o rdered to c o n c e a l s o m e of their w e a p o n s be fore c a p i t u l a t i o n . T h e first 
res is tance m o v e m e n t , the S l u z b a Z w y c i e s t w u Polski (Service for Vic tory in 
Po land , S Z P ) , cons i s ted of only seven pro fe s s iona l a r m y officers, but the S Z P 
reached ou t to g a t h e r in a m y r i a d o f a m a t e u r re s i s t ance g r o u p s u n d e r its 
umbre l la . In early 1 9 4 0 , the Pol i sh Government- in-ex i le o rdered P u l k o w n i k 
Stefan R o w e c k i , former c o m m a n d e r of the W a r s a w M e c h a n i z e d B r i g a d e , to 
form a new resistance g r o u p f rom the SZP, to be k n o w n as the Z w i a z e k Walki 
Z b r o j n e j (Union for A r m e d S t rugg le , Z W Z ) . R o w e c k i p r o v e d to be a s u p e r b 
u n d e r g r o u n d leader a n d it w a s he w h o built a n d f o u n d e d the o r g a n i z a t i o n 
that eventual ly b e c a m e the A r m i a K r a j o w a ( H o m e Army, A K ) in F e b r u a r y 
1 9 4 2 . However , there w a s never a s ingle Pol ish res i s tance m o v e m e n t dur ing 
World War II, mainly o w i n g to the pol i t ical disunity fostered by o p p o s i t i o n 
to the pre-war S a n a c j a reg ime . 

Initially, Pol ish res i s tance activit ies were focused on c o n d u c t i n g s a b o t a g e 
aga ins t G e r m a n rail traffic p a s s i n g t h r o u g h P o l a n d , p r o p a g a n d a activit ies to 
undermine G e r m a n m o r a l e , c landes t ine w e a p o n s p r o d u c t i o n a n d intell igence 
collection. Fortunately, Po land w a s able to f o r m a s t rong government- in-exi le 
in L o n d o n , with Genera l dywiz j i W l a d y s l a w S ikorsk i a s Pr ime Minister . In 
December 1 9 3 9 , S ikorsk i t o o k direct c o m m a n d of the Pol i sh res i s tance via 
r ad io a n d dec lared that the Z W Z 'is a c o m p o n e n t of the A r m e d Force s of 
the Polish Republ ic ' . Cour ier s m a d e secret runs between L o n d o n a n d W a r s a w 
via neutral Turkey, typical ly requir ing three to five w e e k s , which a l l o w e d the 
government-in-exi le to send funds a n d instruct ions to the res i s tance . Initially, 
the government- in-ex i le received s t r o n g s u p p o r t f r o m the Br i t i sh , in g r e a t 



m e a s u r e because the Pol ish regular mil i tary p rov ided large n u m b e r s of t roops 
to fight under Brit ish c o m m a n d . Bri ta in p r o v i d e d tra ining for Pol ish military 
per sonne l , w h o were then f lown by the R A F a n d inserted by p a r a c h u t e , but 
relat ively few w e a p o n s w e r e p r o v i d e d dur ing 1 9 4 0 - 4 3 desp i te Churchi l l ' s 
o rder s to the S O E to 'set E u r o p e a b l a z e ' . 

ARMIA KRAJOWA VS. THE GERMAN 
OCCUPATION, 1942-44 
While the government- in-exi le w a s trying to f o r m a nat ional res istance, the 
G e r m a n s s teadi ly i m p l e m e n t e d their Generalplan Ost to gr ind Po land into 
dust . In 1 9 4 2 , G e r m a n security forces in W a r s a w instituted a tactic k n o w n as 
Lapanka ( ' tag ') by Po le s ; G e r m a n SS-Polizei a n d S D Security units w o u l d 
b lock off a city street a n d arrest all citizens wi thout a val id Ausweis (identity 
c a r d ) . T h o s e a r re s ted c o u l d be d e p o r t e d to G e r m a n y a s s lave l abourer s or 
sent to a loca l c o n c e n t r a t i o n c a m p . A n y w h e r e f r o m 4 0 0 to 1 ,000 civil ians 
m i g h t be a r re s ted in one of these s w e e p s , which o c c u r r e d a l m o s t dai ly 
a n d d i s c o u r a g e d Poles f r o m m o v i n g a b o u t the streets of their o w n cities. 
Al together , over 1.5 mi l l ion Poles were k i d n a p p e d for forced l a b o u r to 
s u p p o r t the G e r m a n w a r ef fort , w h i c h reduced the p o o l of m a n p o w e r 
avai lable to the resistance. In October 1 9 4 3 , SS-Brigadefuhrer Franz Kutschera 
author ized street execut ions in W a r s a w , which resulted in the death of a b o u t 
6 , 0 0 0 civil ians. K u t s c h e r a a l so instituted a h o s t a g e sys tem to drive a wedge 
be tween Pol i sh res i s tance a n d p e o p l e , by execu t ing 1 0 0 h o s t a g e s for each 
G e r m a n killed by the A K . 

A l t h o u g h the Pol ish res i s tance a v o i d e d overt conf ronta t ions with G e r m a n 
o c c u p a t i o n forces in 1 9 4 2 - 4 4 in order to conserve its strength for the decisive 
m o m e n t , it w a s successful in c o n d u c t i n g intelligence col lect ion, s a b o t a g e and 

Wehrmacht t roops were 
ful ly involved in war crimes 
in Poland f rom the outset. 
Here, t roops f rom the German 
29. Infanterie-Division (mot.) 
survey a mass grave of 300 
Polish prisoners f rom the 74th 
Infantry Regiment and local 
civilians, who were executed 
in early September 1939. 
(AKG Images, 134344) 
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SS soldiers escort captured 
Jewish civilians to the 
Umschlagplatz rail loading 
dock for t ransport to Auschwitz 
after the destruct ion of the 
Warsaw Ghetto in May 1943. 
(Holocaust Museum, 18192) 

as sa s s ina t ion mis s ions that undermined the G e r m a n w a r effort. T h e G e r m a n s 
used between 5 0 , 0 0 0 a n d 8 0 , 0 0 0 SS-Polizei a n d G e s t a p o to fight a five-year 
cat a n d m o u s e g a m e with the Polish res i s tance, which succeeded in d i s rupt ing 
the A K f r o m t ime to t i m e , bu t fa i led to de s t roy it. R o w e c k i e s t a b l i s h e d 
a reprisa l unit , which eventual ly g r e w into the K e d y w o r g a n i z a t i o n t a s k e d 
with a s s a s s i n a t i n g senior G e r m a n o c c u p a t i o n leaders r e spons ib l e for m a s s 
m u r d e r inside P o l a n d . T h e m o s t da r ing A K opera t ion w a s the a s s a s s i n a t i o n 
of K u t s c h e r a in f ront of his h e a d q u a r t e r s in W a r s a w on 1 F e b r u a r y 1 9 4 4 . 
G e r m a n f igures indicate that be tween N o v e m b e r 1 9 4 3 a n d M a y 1 9 4 4 the 
A K kil led 7 0 4 G e r m a n s a n d w o u n d e d 3 8 3 . F u r t h e r m o r e , the A K a l s o 
succeeded in s a b o t a g i n g freight trains pa s s ing through Po land , which severely 
d i srupted the G e r m a n lines of c o m m u n i c a t i o n s to the Eas te rn Front . Pol i sh 
intelligence a l so p l ayed a key role in ga ther ing in format ion on the G e r m a n 
V-2 rocket p r o g r a m m e a n d p a s s i n g it to the Brit ish. 

Desp i t e these s u c c e s s e s , the Pol i sh re s i s tance w a s severely h indered by 
c o m m a n d a n d contro l diff iculties , s ince it cou ldn ' t use the te lephones or the 
p o s t a l sy s t em, b o t h o f w h i c h w e r e m o n i t o r e d by the G e s t a p o . I n s t e a d , 
the res i s tance h a d to rely o n c o u r i e r s , m o s t of w h o m w e r e f e m a l e . T h e 
Lapanka r o u n d - u p s w e r e a c o n s t a n t threa t to re s i s t ance c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
and leadership . N o r c o u l d the res i s tance opera te effectively in the W a r t h g a u 
area , o w i n g to the d e p o r t a t i o n of m o s t of the ethnic Poles - so the A K w a s 
constra ined to opera te pr imar i ly in the G e n e r a l g o u v e r n e m e n t . All the whi le , 
the G e r m a n G e s t a p o m a d e a m a j o r effort to hunt d o w n the A K ' s l eader sh ip 
a n d it t o o , en joyed s o m e s ignif icant succes ses . O n 3 0 J u n e 1 9 4 3 , R o w e c k i 
w a s betrayed by G e s t a p o agent s a n d arres ted in W a r s a w . 1 P u l k o w n i k Bor-
K o m o r o w s k i b e c a m e the n e w h e a d of the A K . 

Poli t ical d i suni ty a l s o h i n d e r e d the Pol i sh re s i s t ance a n d it w a s n o t 
until February 1 9 4 2 that the v a r i o u s g r o u p s finally b e g a n to coa le sce into 
a cohes ive n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . A t tha t t i m e , the A K w a s the l a rge s t 
g r o u p a n d o w e d its loyalty to the Pol ish Government- in-ex i le . T h e Ba t a l i o ny 
Ch lopsk ie (Peasant s ' Ba t t a l i ons , B C h ) w a s the s econd larges t g r o u p , a n d it 
began forming under the aeg i s of the S t ronn ic two L u d o w e (People's Party, 

1 Although under Gestapo interrogation for over a year, Rowecki apparently never revealed any information about the AK's networks. 
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SL) in 1 9 4 0 to pro tec t rura l a r e a s f r o m G e r m a n ethnic-cleansing opera t ions . 
Another large g r o u p , the r ight-wing N a r o d o w e Sily Z b r o j n e (Nat iona l Armed 
F o r c e s , N S Z ) , w a s c rea ted in 1 9 4 2 by P u l k o w n i k Ignacy Oz iewicz . By 1 9 4 3 , 
b o t h the B C h a n d the N S Z w e r e b e g i n n i n g to c o o p e r a t e wi th the A K in 
res i s tance act ivit ies , a l t h o u g h they r e m a i n e d in d i s agreement over polit ical 
object ives . However , the inclusion of N S Z units into the A K w a s problemat ic , 
s ince they w e r e over t ly ant i -Semit ic a n d of ten p u r s u e d their o w n a g e n d a . 
Re la t ions between the A K a n d the c o m m u n i s t A r m i a L u d o w a (People's Army, 
A L ) were openly host i le , since the A L sanct ioned handing over eastern Poland 
to the Soviet U n i o n . 

O n e of the ear ly G e r m a n g o a l s in W a r s a w w a s the e r a d i c a t i o n of the 
4 0 0 , 0 0 0 Pol i sh J e w s in the city, w h o c o m p r i s e d near ly one-third of the 
p o p u l a t i o n . T h e G e r m a n s created the W a r s a w J e w i s h G h e t t o in the a u t u m n 
of 1 9 4 0 but by 1 9 4 2 it h a d served its p u r p o s e . In the s u m m e r of 1 9 4 2 , 
the SS b e g a n m a s s d e p o r t a t i o n s f r o m the W a r s a w G h e t t o to the newly built 
ex terminat ion c a m p s a n d , in a mat ter of m o n t h s , m o r e than three-quarters of 
the residents were e l iminated. However , a smal l g r o u p of residents establ ished 
the Z y d o w s k a O r g a n i z a c j a B o j o w a ( Jewish F ight ing O r g a n i z a t i o n , Z O B ) 
to m a k e a last-ditch s t a n d a g a i n s t the SS . C o n t a c t between the A K a n d the 
Z O B w a s difficult o w i n g to the security wa l l s built a r o u n d the ghet to , but 
s o m e w e a p o n s w e r e s m u g g l e d in. Whi le sympathe t i c to the f ighters in the 
ghet to , R o w e c k i w a s unwil l ing to c o m m i t the A K to greater s u p p o r t for w h a t 
he v iewed as a hope le s s last s t a n d . T h e W a r s a w G h e t t o Upr i s ing began on 
19 Apr i l 1 9 4 3 a n d init ial ly s u c c e e d e d in evict ing the SS t r o o p s f r o m the 
ghet to . However , the result w a s never in d o u b t a n d after 2 8 days the SS finally 
c rushed the last J e w i s h res i s tance . All remaining J e w s - except for a t h o u s a n d 
or so surv ivors in hiding or w h o e s c a p e d t h r o u g h sewers - were sent to the 
dea th c a m p s a n d the ghet to w a s razed . 

SOVIET-POLISH POLITICAL RELATIONS, 
1939-44 
T h e Sov ie t U n i o n w a s in a technica l s ta te of w a r wi th P o l a n d after 1 7 
S e p t e m b e r 1 9 3 9 - a fact convenient ly i g n o r e d by Br i ta in a n d the United 
S ta te s . After O p e r a t i o n Barbarossa b e g a n in 1 9 4 1 , the Brit i sh Fore ign 
M i n i s t r y b r o w b e a t the Po l i sh G o v e r n m e n t - i n - e x i l e into re-es tabl i sh ing 
d ip lomat ic re lat ions with the Soviet U n i o n for the s ake of Allied 'unity' . Stalin 
a g r e e d to re-es tab l i sh re l a t ions in the h o p e of recrui t ing Pol i sh t r o o p s to 
fight on the Eas te rn Front , so he ordered the release of 2 5 , 0 0 0 Polish soldiers 
f r o m N K V D p r i s o n s a n d f o r m e d a n a s c e n t force under G e n e r a l dywiz j i 
W l a d y s l a w A n d e r s . H o w e v e r , the Sov ie t G o v e r n m e n t fe igned i g n o r a n c e 
a b o u t the loca t ion of the r e m a i n i n g 2 0 , 0 0 0 mis s ing pr i soner s , indicat ing to 
S ikorsk i ' s g o v e r n m e n t that Soviet intent ions were less than h o n o u r a b l e . 

T h e mis s ing Pol i sh officer i s sue c a m e to a head in Apri l 1 9 4 3 when the 
G e r m a n s a n n o u n c e d the d i s c o v e r y of m a s s g r a v e s near K a t y n Fore s t in 
the Soviet U n i o n , which were f o u n d to conta in the corpse s of 4 , 2 4 3 Polish 
officers a n d N C O s mi s s ing s ince 1 9 3 9 . G e r m a n p r o p a g a n d a po inted to the 
Soviets a s the culpr i t s o f the cr ime a n d Poles in both L o n d o n a n d W a r s a w 
k n e w f r o m A n d e r s ' m e n tha t the v ic t ims w e r e las t k n o w n to be in Soviet 
cus tody . C a u g h t r ed-handed in m a s s murder , Stal in ins tead c l a imed that the 
SS h a d executed these pr i soner s . W h e n S ikor sk i refused to accept the Soviet 
v e r s i o n a n d a s k e d the R e d C r o s s to inves t i ga te , the Sov ie t U n i o n angri ly 



broke off relat ions with the Pol ish G o v e r n m e n t 
on 2 6 April and accused it of w o r k i n g wi th the 
N a z i s . Stalin's hatred for the government- in-exi le 
w a s u n b o u n d e d . 

On 4 Ju ly 1 9 4 3 , S ikorski died in a p lane cra sh 
at Gibraltar , depr iv ing the government- in-ex i le 
of his s trong leadership. A l though never p roven , 
Sikorski ' s p l ane w a s p r o b a b l y s a b o t a g e d a n d 
the Soviets h a d a s t rong mot ive to r e m o v e h im. 
S ikorski w a s succeeded by his deputy p r i m e 
minister, S tan i s l aw M i k o l a j c z y k , a leader in the 
pre-war Pea sant Party. After being s w o r n in, 
M i k o l a j c z y k dec lared that , ' there is a n d will be 
no p lace in Po land for any k ind of to ta l i t a r i an 
government in any s h a p e or f o r m ' . D e s p i t e the 
fact that Stal in h a d m u r d e r e d m o s t of the pre­
w a r Polish C o m m u n i s t Party leadership in 1 9 3 8 , 
he n o w decided that he needed a Polish polit ical 
and mil i tary entity under his contro l a s a 
counterweight to the government-in-exi le , w h o s e 
m e m b e r s were rout inely d e n o u n c e d in Soviet 
p r o p a g a n d a as 'col laborators ' . In Ju ly 1 9 4 3 , Stalin 
created the Z w i a z e k Patr iotow Polskich (Union of 
Polish Patr iots , ZPP) in M o s c o w in order to provide the base for a pro-Soviet 
p u p p e t reg ime in P o l a n d after the war. Short ly a f t e rwards , the Soviets a l s o 
began creating a Polish communi s t army, k n o w n as the L u d o w e Woj sko Polskie 
(Polish People's Army, LWP). T h e battle lines were d r a w n . 

By Sep tember 1 9 4 3 , wi th the Soviet c ros s ing of the D n e p r River a n d the 
Allied l anding in Italy, the m a j o r All ied p o w e r s b e g a n m a k i n g ser ious p l a n s 
for p o s t - w a r E u r o p e . M i k o l a j c z y k k n e w that the Western All ies w e r e less 
than eager to pro tec t Po land ' s r ights in pol i t ical d i scus s ions with the Sovie t s . 
T h i s w a s b o r n e o u t w h e n Po l i sh l eader s were e x c l u d e d f r o m the T e h r a n 
Conference in N o v e m b e r 1 9 4 3 , even t h o u g h the i ssue of Po land ' s p o s t - w a r 
border s w a s dec ided . W i t h o u t consu l t ing or in forming any Pol i sh l eader s , 
Churchi l l a n d R o o s e v e l t a c c e d e d to Sta l in ' s d e m a n d that ea s te rn P o l a n d 
w o u l d be g iven to the Sov ie t U n i o n . M i k o l a j c z y k sensed that P o l a n d w a s 
being so ld o u t by the Wes tern Al l ies a n d he repea ted ly s t a ted tha t his 
government w o u l d not accept terr i torial los ses after the war. 

O n 6 J a n u a r y 1 9 4 4 , the first R e d A r m y units crossed the old pre-war Polish 
border. D u e to the break in d ip lomat ic relations with M o s c o w , the government-
in-exile adv i sed that A K units in these border a rea s shou ld s tay c o n c e a l e d 
and avoid contact with the R e d Army. However , B o r - K o m o r o w s k i instructed 
resistance units in these border a rea s to c o o p e r a t e with the Soviet t r o o p s , if 
poss ible . Initially, the R e d A r m y w a s willing to coopera te with the A K par t i san 
units, since G e r m a n countera t tacks h a d stalled them on the old Polish border 
and they needed help. In L o n d o n , the British urged M i k o l a j c z y k to pa tch u p 
relations with Stalin prior to the R e d A r m y entering central Po l and , but the 
Soviets m a d e r idiculous d e m a n d s : d i scard the pre-war const i tut ion, a l low the 
Z P P to pick a new Polish pres ident , d r o p any investigation into K a t y n Fores t 
and accept the loss of the eastern half of Poland. When Miko la j czyk s tubbornly 
refused to accept the virtual destruct ion of his government a n d country, the 
already tepid British suppor t evapora ted . 

German officers show the 
bodies of Polish General 
br igady Mieczystaw 
Smorawinski (commander, 
II Corps) and General dywisj i 
Bronislaw Bohaterewicz to 
neutral observers at the Katyn 
Woods inquiry in Apri l 1943. 
The discovery of this Soviet 
cr ime resulted in Stalin angri ly 
breaking off relations w i th the 
Polish Government- in-exi le. 
(TRH Cody Images, 1004395) 
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THE EASTERN FRONT APPROACHES, 1944 
W h e n the Soviets began O p e r a t i o n Bagration on 2 3 J u n e 1 9 4 4 (see C a m p a i g n 
4 2 : Bagration 1944, O s p r e y Publ i sh ing L t d : O x f o r d , 1 9 9 6 , by Steven J . 
Z a l o g a ) , qu ick ly shat ter ing the G e r m a n H e e r e s g r u p p e M i t t e , the rap id ly 
c h a n g i n g mil i tary s i tua t ion forced the government- in-ex i le to rethink their 
re lat ions with the Soviets . In just t w o w e e k s , H e e r e s g r u p p e Mit te lost a b o u t 
3 5 0 , 0 0 0 t r o o p s a n d 2 5 of its 33 divis ions were shat tered . T h e remnants of 
H e e r e s g r u p p e M i t t e fell b a c k into Po land a n d E a s t Pruss ia , hotly pursued by 
the Soviets . By 1 7 July, M a r s h a l K. R o k o s s o v s k y ' s 1st Be loruss ian Front had 
reached Brest-Litovsk, only 1 8 7 k m east of Warsaw. Once firmly established on 
Polish soil , the Soviets m o v e d rapidly to set up a c o m m u n i s t alternative to the 
government-in-exi le , and , on 2 1 July, the R e d A r m y formed the Polski Komitet 
Wyzwolenia N a r o d o w e g o (Polish C o m m i t t e e of N a t i o n a l L ibera t ion , P K W N ) 
in the city of C h e l m . S o o n d u b b e d the 'Lubl in C o m m i t t e e ' , the P K W N issued 
a mani fe s to that c l a imed that it w a s 'the only legit imate Pol ish government ' . 
In L o n d o n , M i k o l a j c z y k cou ld see the rug being pul led out f rom under the 
feet of his g o v e r n m e n t , with his erstwhile allies a b a n d o n i n g Po land to its fate. 

A s Sov ie t t r o o p s d r o v e deeper into P o l a n d a n d G e r m a n res i s tance 
cont inued to c r u m b l e , the a t t i tude of the R e d A r m y t o w a r d s the A K units it 
e n c o u n t e r e d c h a n g e d f r o m c o o p e r a t i o n to over t hostility. T h e N K V D w a s 

The SS Stauferkaserne on 
Rakowiecka Street in Warsaw. 
This structure housed the 
Panzergrenadier replacement 
battal ion for 5. SS-Panzer-
Division 'Wiking' , as wel l as a 
Panzer replacement depot . 
(Author's collection) 

12 



ordered to suppres s local A K units once G e r m a n t r o o p s h a d been defeated in 
each Soviet-occupied area a n d 6 , 0 0 0 A K t r o o p s were duly arres ted in Vi lno . 
Thereafter, it w a s open s e a s o n for the N K V D o n all Pol i sh res i s tance forces . 
O n 2 9 July, large n u m b e r s of A K t r o o p s w e r e arres ted in L v o v a n d several of 
their leaders were executed . B o t h B o r - K o m o r o w s k i a n d the government- in-
exile were qu ick ly a w a r e of these Sov ie t a c t i o n s . T h e A K a l s o k n e w tha t 
Hitler's o w n genera l s h a d tried to kill h im o n 2 0 J u l y a n d this re inforced the 
impress ion that a G e r m a n co l l ap se w a s imminent . 

R o k o s s o v s k y ' s 1st B e l o r u s s i a n F r o n t a c h i e v e d a m a j o r b r e a k t h r o u g h 
aga ins t 4 . Panzer-Armee ' s w e a k f ront nea r L u b l i n on 2 2 J u l y a n d qu ick ly 
commit ted the 2 n d T a n k A r m y under G e n e r a l - M a j o r Aleksei I. R a d z i e v s k y 
into the 5 0 k m - w i d e g a p b e t w e e n 4 . P a n z e r - A r m e e a n d 2 . A r m e e 
O b e r k o m m a n d o ( A O K ) . Radz ievsky ' s t anker s a d v a n c e d over 1 2 0 k m in three 
days to reach the Vis tula River. At the s tar t of the offensive, the 2 n d T a n k 
Army consisted of the three t ank c o r p s with a total of a b o u t 3 9 0 T - 3 4 - 8 5 , 1 9 5 
M 4 A 2 S h e r m a n a n d 2 1 IS-II t a n k s . Whi le the 8th G u a r d s A r m y es tab l i shed 
a b r i d g e h e a d a c r o s s the river at M a g n u s z e w , 5 4 k m s o u t h of W a r s a w , the 
2 n d T a n k A r m y p ivo ted nor th-wes t a n d h e a d e d t o w a r d s W a r s a w . T h e only 
G e r m a n force s t a n d i n g be tween W a r s a w a n d this a d v a n c i n g t idal w a v e o f 
Soviet a r m o u r w a s the dep le ted 7 3 . In fanter ie -Div i s ion , w h i c h h a d a b o u t 
2 , 0 0 0 infantry a n d a few ant i - tank g u n s . O n 2 7 July, 2 n d T a n k A r m y r o u t e d 
7 3 . In fanter ie-Div i s ion a t G a r w o l i n , dr iv ing it b a c k t o w a r d s W a r s a w a n d 
its d iv i s ion c o m m a n d e r w a s c a p t u r e d . F o u r d a y s later, the 2 n d T a n k A r m y 
w a s on the out sk i r t s of W a r s a w with over 5 0 0 t a n k s a n d a s sau l t g u n s still 
o p e r a t i o n a l . G e r m a n s u p p o r t units in the a r e a qu ick ly w i t h d r e w a c r o s s 
the Vi s tu l a R iver a n d s t r e a m e d t h r o u g h W a r s a w , re inforc ing the Pol i sh 
impre s s ion that the G e r m a n s were in full retreat . T h e G e r m a n m a y o r of 
W a r s a w h a d a l r e a d y left the city a n d G e r m a n p ioneer s were o b s e r v e d 
preparing the Vistula River bridges for demoli t ion. A long Aleje J e r o z o l i m s k i e 2 , 
Pol i sh girls w a v e d their whi te h a n d k e r c h i e f s a t the c o l u m n s of re t rea t ing 
G e r m a n trucks a n d yel led, ' . . . bye ... bye ! N e v e r see y o u a g a i n ! ' T h e h o u r of 
l iberat ion seemed at h a n d . 

A l t h o u g h Soviet p r o p a g a n d a n o r m a l l y referred to the A K as an ' i l legal 
force ' , on the night of 2 9 Ju ly , Soviet r a d i o b r o a d c a s t s urged the A K to rise 
up a n d over throw the G e r m a n g a r r i s o n in W a r s a w . Soviet leaflets , s igned by 
Fore ign Mini s te r M o l o t o v , d r o p p e d over the city s a id , 'Poles ! T h e t ime of 
l iberat ion is at h a n d ! Poles , to a r m s ! ' T h e G e r m a n s hast i ly o rdered 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 
Polish civil ians in W a r s a w to a s s e m b l e in order to help dig ant i- tank ditches 
a r o u n d the city, but the A K t o l d c iv i l ians to i gnore the order . G i v e n this 
in format ion - that the G e r m a n s a p p e a r e d to be wi thdrawing , that the Soviets 
were arrest ing A K m e m b e r s a s they a d v a n c e d a n d that the R e d A r m y w a s 
virtually at the ga tes of W a r s a w - the government- in-exi le a n d the leadersh ip 
of the A K j u d g e d that the t ime h a d c o m e to m a k e their m o v e . Unles s s o m e 
type of Polish poli t ical au thor i ty w a s in p lace in W a r s a w before the Soviet 
arr ival , Stal in w o u l d c l a im that the A K h a d d o n e nothing to l iberate P o l a n d 
a n d i m p o s e the Lubl in C o m m i t t e e a s the n e w nat iona l g o v e r n m e n t . 

T h e A K leadership in W a r s a w h a d been mul l ing over the p r o s p e c t s for an 
upr i s ing for several d a y s , a s the n e w s of m o r e G e r m a n defea t s p o u r e d in. 
However , the A K c o m m a n d w a s d iv ided over the t iming of the upr i s ing . A 
vote taken in an A K counci l of w a r o n 2 7 J u l y resulted in a dec i s ion to p lace 

2 Jerusalem Avenue, one of the main thoroughfares in Warsaw that goes from Wola to the Vistula River. 



Soviet infantry run past a 
burn ing Panther tank in Poland 
dur ing the rapid advance to the 
Vistula River in late July 1943. 
(AKG Images, 123589) 

the A K on genera l alert , but revea led five officers in f avour of an immedia te 
upr i s ing a n d five aga ins t . Genera l b r y g a d y Chrusciel (Monter ) w a s concerned 
t h a t his t r o o p s l a c k e d suff ic ient w e a p o n r y to beg in a n upr i s ing until the 
G e r m a n s were clearly pul l ing out of the city. P u l k o w n i k I r anek-Osmeki , head 
of intel l igence, no ted the arr ival o f G e r m a n Panzer units in the W a r s a w area 
a n d a l s o r e c o m m e n d e d h o l d i n g off until the R e d A r m y ac tua l ly o c c u p i e d 
P r a g a . P u l k o w n i k O k u l i c k i , chief o f o p e r a t i o n s d i s a g r e e d a n d u r g e d an 
upr i s ing a s s o o n a s Soviet t a n k s a p p r o a c h e d the city. L a t e on the a f ternoon 
of 3 1 July, M o n t e r repor ted that Soviet t a n k s h a d been spo t ted near Praga . 
M e a n w h i l e , the government- in-ex i le left the t iming of an upr i s ing up to Bor-
K o m o r o w s k i a n d its c ivi l ian de lega te , J a n J a n k o w s k i , deferred to mil i tary 
o p i n i o n . F ina l ly b o w i n g to p r e s s u r e to ' d o s o m e t h i n g ' , B o r - K o m o r o w s k i 
m a d e the dec i s ion at 1 7 3 0 h r s on 3 1 J u l y immedia te ly to l aunch a city wide 
upr i s ing at 1 7 0 0 h r s on 1 A u g u s t . Short ly a f t e r w a r d s , I r a n e k - O s m e k i arr ived 
with i n f o r m a t i o n that sugge s ted that the Soviet arr ival in P r a g a w a s not so 
imminent , but B o r - K o m o r o w s k i sa id that it w a s , ' too late. T h e order is given. 
I will n o t c h a n g e it . ' Unfor tunate ly , the Pol i sh d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g w a s b a s e d 
u p o n the a s s u m p t i o n s that the G e r m a n s were a b o u t to a b a n d o n Warsaw, that 
the Allies w o u l d p r o v i d e v i g o r o u s s u p p o r t to an upr i s ing a n d that the Soviet 
offensive w o u l d cont inue . All three a s s u m p t i o n s were m i s t a k e n . 
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CHRONOLOGY 

1 9 3 9 

23 August 

1 September 

17 September 

27 September 

1 9 4 0 

5 March 

1 9 4 1 

17 August 

1 9 4 2 

14 February 

1 9 4 3 

13 April 

Nazi-Soviet Pact signed. Secret 
protocol divides Poland between them. 

Germans invade western Poland. 

Soviet Union invades eastern Poland, 
violating 1932 Non-Aggression Pact. 

Warsaw garrison surrenders. 
German occupation begins. 

Soviet Politburo orders execution 
of 22,000 captured Polish soldiers. 

Poland and USSR re-establish 
diplomatic relations. 

Armia Krajowa (AK) is established. 

Germans announce discovery of mass 
graves of murdered Polish officers in 
Katyn Forest, pointing to Soviet guilt. 

19 April-16 May Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. 

25 April Soviet Union breaks off relations with 
Polish Government-in-exile over Katyn 
Forest allegations. 

1 9 4 4 

6 January Soviet Army first crosses Polish 1939 
border. 

23 June The Soviets begin Operation Bagration 
against Heeresgruppe Mitte. 

17 July Soviets arrest about 5,000 AK troops 
in Vilno 

25 July AK command issues a 'state of alert'. 
Soviet forces reach the Vistula River 
south of Warsaw. 

29 July Soviets arrest large number of AK 
troops in Lvov. 

31 July Soviet tanks spotted near Praga, 
Bor decides to activate uprising. 

1 August The uprising is planned to begin at 
1700hrs but sporadic clashes begin 
earlier. Fighting breaks out across 
the city. 

4 August First German reinforcements 
under SS-Gruppenfuhrer Heinz 
Reinefarth appear in Wola and 
Ochota. First Allied airdrop occurs 
that night. 

5 August Dirlewanger advances into Wola and 
massacres thousands of civilians. 

6 August Dirlewanger's troops link up with 
encircled German forces in the 
Bruhl Palace. 
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8 August German forces begin major attacks 
on the Old Town. 

11 August Polish units abandon Wola and Ochota. 

16 August Germans capture the water filtration 
plant, interdicting the city's water 
supply. 

19 August Polish forces abandon the polytechnic 
after heavy fighting. 

20 August Battalion Kilinski captures the PAST 
building. 

21 August A major AK attack from Zoliborz and 
the Old Town against Gdansk railway 
station is repulsed with heavy losses. 

28 August German forces capture the PWPW 
Building. 

31 August Last Polish attempt to break through 
to Old Town from city centre fails. 

1-2 September AK units evacuate the Old Town. 

3-6 September German forces attack and clear out 
Powisle district. 

7-10 September Germans mount a major attack on the 
city centre but fail to take much ground. 

11 September Soviet forces resume offensive against 
German forces east of Vistula. Germans 
begin attack on Czerniakow district. 

13 September 

14 September 

15 September 

16 September 

18 September 

23 September 

24-26 September 

28-29 September 

30 September 

2 October 

4 October 

1 9 4 5 

17 January 

Germans blow up the Vistula bridges. 

Praga falls to Soviet forces. 

A Polish (LWP) battalion crosses 
into Czerniakow and links up with 
AK units. 

Soviet airdrops into Warsaw begin. 

US bombers fly major air resupply 
mission to Warsaw. 

Resistance ends in Czerniakow. 

Germans capture most of Mokotow 
in an all-out assault. 

A major German attack on Zoliborz 
captures most of the district. 

AK envoys arrive at German 
headquarters to begin surrender talks. 

Polish emissaries sign the capitulation 
document. 

AK forces march out of Warsaw 
into captivity. 

Soviet forces occupy the ruins 
of Warsaw. 
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OPPOSING LEADERS 

POLISH 
General brygady Count Tadeusz Komorowski ( 1 8 9 5 - 1 9 6 6 ) , better k n o w n 
by the n a m e B 6 r - K o m o r o w s k i , w a s c o m m a n d e r of the A K . D u r i n g W o r l d 
W a r I, K o m o r o w s k i served a s a n off icer in the A u s t r o - H u n g a r i a n A r m y 
a n d then jo ined the p o s t - w a r Pol ish Army. In the inter-war p e r i o d , he w a s a 
career cava l ry officer w h o led the Pol ish eques t r i an t e a m in the 1 9 3 6 Berlin 
O l y m p i c s a n d then c o m m a n d e d the G r u d z i a d z C a v a l r y S c h o o l . D u r i n g 
the 1 9 3 9 Pol i sh c a m p a i g n , P u t k o w n i k K o m o r o w s k i t o o k c o m m a n d of the 
r e m n a n t s of severa l c ava l ry f o r m a t i o n s a n d briefly f o u g h t Sov ie t uni t s 
enter ing Ea s te rn P o l a n d . After P o l a n d ' s o c c u p a t i o n , K o m o r o w s k i a v o i d e d 
arres t a n d funct ioned as one of the organ izer s of the Pol i sh u n d e r g r o u n d in 
the K r a k o w area for 18 m o n t h s , despite a m a s s i v e G e s t a p o effort to hunt h im 
d o w n . In J u l y 1 9 4 1 he b e c a m e deputy c o m m a n d e r of the A K a n d succeeded 
G e n e r a l b r y g a d y R o w e c k i in J u l y 1 9 4 3 . A l t h o u g h K o m o r o w s k i w a s very 
effective a s a conspira tor , his abil it ies a s a tact ica l c o m m a n d e r w e r e l imited 
by o l d - f a s h i o n e d th inking ; for e x a m p l e , he h a d never u s e d a r a d i o to 
c o m m a n d t r o o p s pr ior to the W a r s a w U p r i s i n g a n d he w a s inef fectual in 
c o o r d i n a t i n g the A K forces out s ide the city to as s i s t those forces o p e r a t i n g 
ins ide the city. After the upr i s ing , B o r - K o m o r o w s k i went into internment in 
G e r m a n y at O f l a g IV-C. H e w a s l iberated at the end of the w a r a n d spent the 
rest o f his life in L o n d o n , where he served a s Pr ime M i n i s t e r of the Pol i sh 
Government- in-ex i l e , in 1 9 4 7 - 4 9 . 

General brygady Antoni Chrusciel (Monter) ( 1 8 9 5 - 1 9 6 0 ) w a s de f a c t o 
c o m m a n d e r of all the a r m e d forces in the W a r s a w U p r i s i n g of 1 9 4 4 , a s well 
a s the A K ' s chief of staff. H e served in the A u s t r o - H u n g a r i a n A r m y on the 
E a s t e r n F r o n t in 1 9 1 4 - 1 8 , r is ing f r o m pr iva te to c o m p a n y c o m m a n d e r . L ike 
Bor, he then jo ined the new Pol ish A r m y a n d fought in the R u s s o - P o l i s h War. 
By 1 9 3 8 , he t o o k c o m m a n d of the 8 2 n d Infantry R e g i m e n t a n d his unit w a s 
near the border on 1 September 1 9 3 9 . P u l k o w n i k Chrusciel ' s reg iment fought 
a de lay ing ac t ion , fall ing b a c k t o w a r d s W a r s a w but w a s t r a p p e d wes t of the 
capi ta l at M o d l i n a n d forced to surrender. Chruscie l w a s re leased a few w e e k s 
later a n d he went to W a r s a w a n d jo ined the Z w i a z e k Walki Z b r o j n e j ( Z W Z ) 
u n d e r g r o u n d o r g a n i z a t i o n in J u n e 1 9 4 0 . A year later, he w a s a p p o i n t e d 
c o m m a n d e r of the A K ' s W a r s a w dis tr ict . D u r i n g the u p r i s i n g , C h r u s c i e l 
p r o v e d to be a t o u g h a n d s t u b b o r n infantry leader w h o refused to give in to 
the inevitable . After the W a r s a w Upr i s ing , Chrusc ie l w a s interned in S t a l ag 

General brygady Count Tadeusz 
Bor-Komorowski, commander 
of the AK. (Jozef Pilsudski 
Institute) 
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ABOVE LEFT 
General br igady Anton i 
Chrusciel (Monter), commander 
of the AK's Warsaw District and 
de facto tactical commander . 
(Jozef Pilsudski Institute) 

ABOVE RIGHT 
Podputkownik Karol Jan 
Ziemski (Wachnowski) (1895-
1974), commander of the 
Polish forces in the Old Town. 
(Jozef Pilsudski Institute) 

X I I I - D a n d then the f a m o u s O f l a g IV-C at C o l d i t z C a s t l e . L ibera ted by the 
A m e r i c a n s in M a y 1 9 4 5 , Chrusc ie l jo ined the Pol i sh II C o r p s a n d served in 
the Pol i sh A r m y in the West until it w a s demobi l i zed by the Brit ish in 1 9 4 8 . 
A l t h o u g h initially Chrusc ie l p l a n n e d to return to Soviet-held P o l a n d , he w a s 
depr ived of Pol i sh c i t izenship by the c o m m u n i s t author i t ies of P o l a n d a n d 
h a d to r e m a i n in exi le . U p o n demo b i l i z a t io n he first settled in L o n d o n but 
later m o v e d to W a s h i n g t o n , D C , where he died in 1 9 6 0 . 

Putkownik Jan Mazurkiewicz (Radoslaw) ( 1 8 9 6 - 1 9 8 8 ) w a s c o m m a n d e r of 
the 2 , 3 0 0 - m a n G r o u p R a d o s l a w , one of the best-tra ined a n d e q u i p p e d units 
in the A K . L i k e m a n y A K l e a d e r s , M a z u r k i e w i c z h a d fought in the Polish 
L e g i o n in Wor ld War I a n d then in the Rus so-Po l i sh War in 1 9 2 0 . H e jo ined 
the res i s tance in 1 9 4 0 a n d the K e d y w in 1 9 4 3 . After the war, the c o m m u n i s t s 
i m p r i s o n e d h im. 

GERMAN 
General der Panzertruppen Nikolaus von Vormann ( 1 8 9 5 - 1 9 5 9 ) w a s 
c o m m a n d e r of 9 . A O K f r o m 2 7 J u n e 1 9 4 4 . V o r m a n n jo ined the G e r m a n 
A r m y a s a vo lunteer in A u g u s t 1 9 1 4 a n d w a s c o m m i s s i o n e d an infantry 
Leutnant in 1 9 1 5 . D u r i n g Wor ld War II, V o r m a n n served pr imar i ly in staff 
a s s i g n m e n t s in 1 9 3 9 - 4 2 , but in D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 2 he w a s given c o m m a n d of 
2 3 . Panzer-Divi s ion a n d later X L V I I Panzer -Korps dur ing the relief effort for 
the K o r s u n Pocket in F e b r u a r y 1 9 4 4 . N o m i n a l l y in c o m m a n d of Wehrmacht 
forces in the W a r s a w a r e a , V o r m a n n w a s p u s h e d a s ide by the SS dur ing the 
s u p p r e s s i o n of the u p r i s i n g a n d he w a s u n h a p p y wi th the r o g u e SS 
units o p e r a t i n g within his a r e a of c o m m a n d responsibi l i ty . J u s t before the 
end of the u p r i s i n g , V o r m a n n w a s re l ieved of c o m m a n d a n d rep laced by 
Genera l der P a n z e r t r u p p e n Smi lo Freiherr v o n Li i t twitz . 
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SS-Obergruppenfiihrer Erich von dem Bach ( 1 8 9 9 - 1 9 7 2 ) w a s b o r n in 
P o m e r a n i a of m i x e d P o l i s h - G e r m a n s t o c k . H e j o i n e d the P r u s s i a n A r m y 
as a volunteer in D e c e m b e r 1 9 1 4 , w a s c o m m i s s i o n e d a Leutnant in 1 9 1 6 , 
w o u n d e d twice , g a s s e d in 1 9 1 8 a n d a w a r d e d the I ron C r o s s twice . B a c h w a s 
forced to resign f r o m the Reichsheer in 1 9 2 4 b e c a u s e of pol i t ical intr igues 
and he swi tched to the B o r d e r G u a r d s . H e j o i n e d the SS in 1 9 3 1 , w a s 
p r o m o t e d to SS-Brigadef i ihrer in 1 9 3 3 a n d then par t i c ipa ted in the i n f a m o u s 
'N ight of the L o n g K n i v e s ' in 1 9 3 4 . By 1 9 3 7 he w a s the SS a n d pol ice leader 
in Silesia. It w a s Bach' s initiative to e s tab l i sh A u s c h w i t z concent ra t ion c a m p 
in Po land in M a y 1 9 4 0 . 

In J u n e 1 9 4 1 , B a c h w a s p u t in c h a r g e of SS-Pol izei units o p e r a t i n g 
behind H e e r e s g r u p p e M i t t e in the Soviet U n i o n a n d eventual ly t o o k contro l 
over a s lurry of ant i -par t i san unit s . SS t r o o p s under Bach ' s c o m m a n d w e r e 
respons ib le for the m a s s m u r d e r of 3 5 , 0 0 0 civi l ians in R i g a a n d by 1 9 4 3 h a d 
murdered 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 m o r e in Be larus a n d Eas te rn Po land . After the des truct ion 
of H e e r e s g r u p p e M i t t e in J u l y 1 9 4 4 , Bach ' s c o m m a n d retreated into P o l a n d 
and on 2 A u g u s t 1 9 4 4 , he t o o k c o m m a n d of all t r o o p s f ighting aga in s t the 
W a r s a w Upr i s ing ( K o r p s g r u p p e B a c h ) . After the upr i s ing w a s c rushed , B a c h 
w a s a w a r d e d the Knight ' s C r o s s a n d later c o m m a n d e d a c o r p s on the O d e r 
River line in 1 9 4 5 . D u r i n g the p o s t - w a r N u r e m b e r g Tr i a l s , B a c h t u r n e d 
witness for the prosecut ion aga ins t H i m m l e r and G o r i n g to save his o w n neck 
a n d g o t off wi th only four years in pr i son . However , in 1 9 5 8 G e r m a n cour t s 
convicted h im of cr imes c o m m i t t e d aga ins t G e r m a n citizens dur ing the 1 9 3 0 s 
a n d he died in p r i son . 

SS-Gruppenfuhrer Heinrich Reinefarth ( 1 9 0 3 - 7 9 ) jo ined the N a z i Party a n d 
the SS in 1 9 3 2 . Reinefarth w a s drafted as a reserve N C O at the start of Wor ld 
War II a n d w a s a w a r d e d the I ron C r o s s 2 n d C l a s s for service in P o l a n d . 
H e served with the Waffen-SS dur ing the c a m p a i g n in the West in 1 9 4 0 a n d 
w a s a w a r d e d the Kn ight ' s C r o s s . After F r a n c e , Re ine fa r th w a s p r o m o t e d 
very quickly a n d on 2 0 Apri l 1 9 4 2 , he w a s p r o m o t e d to SS-Brigadefi ihrer . 
In J a n u a r y 1 9 4 4 R e i n e f a r t h w a s a s s i g n e d as c o m m a n d e r of SS a n d Pol ice 
in R e i c h s g a u W a r t h e l a n d a n d w a s r e s p o n s i b l e for forced d e p o r t a t i o n of 
t h o u s a n d s of Poles . O n c e the W a r s a w Upr i s ing b e g a n , Re inefar th o r g a n i z e d 
an Einsatzgruppe c o m p o s e d of SS-Pol izei a n d S D security units a n d led it 
to the city to m o u n t the first c o u n t e r a t t a c k s . Re inefar th ' s t r o o p s w e r e 
respons ib le for the execut ion of a b o u t 5 0 , 0 0 0 civil ians in the city, inc luding 
the 'Wola M a s s a c r e ' . O w i n g to his ru th les s s u p p r e s s i o n of the u p r i s i n g , 
Reinefarth w a s a w a r d e d the O a k L e a v e s to his I ron C r o s s . After the W a r s a w 
U p r i s i n g , Re ine fa r th c o m m a n d e d F e s t u n g Kl i s t r in in ear ly 1 9 4 5 but 
d i sobeyed order s to fight to the dea th a n d e s c a p e d w e s t w a r d s . After the war , 
the Polish c o m m u n i s t regime d e m a n d e d his extradi t ion but the Western Allies 
declined in order to use h im a s a wi tnes s in the N u r e m b e r g Tr ia l s . Re inefar th 
never p a i d for his c r imes a n d he even served in the s ta te l eg i s l a ture o f 
Schleswig-Hols te in in 1 9 6 2 - 6 7 . 

SS-Obergruppenfuhrer Erich 
von dem Bach, in overall 
command of German forces 
tasked w i th crushing the 
Warsaw Uprising. 
(Bundesarchiv, 183-S73507) 

SS-Oberfiihrer d.R. Oskar 
Dir lewanger, commander of SS-
Sonderregiment Dirlewanger, 
a special anti-part isan unit that 
was responsible for many of 
the worst atrocities commi t ted 
in Warsaw. (Bundesarchiv, 
183-S73495) 

SS-Oberfiihrer d.R. Oskar Dirlewanger ( 1 8 9 5 - 1 9 4 5 ) , c o m m a n d e r of SS-
Sonderreg iment Dir lewanger . D i r l ewanger entered the a r m y in 1 9 1 3 a n d w a s 
c o m m i s s i o n e d a s a n infantry officer in 1 9 1 5 . H e h a d a d i s t ingu i shed w a r 
record, fighting on both the Western a n d Eas tern fronts in World War I, being 
w o u n d e d s ix t imes a n d receiving the I ron C r o s s First C l a s s . After the w a r he 
jo ined the Fre ikorps a n d fought c o m m u n i s t s , f o u n d t ime to o b t a i n a P h D in 
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SS-Brigadefuhrer Bronislav 
Vladislavovich Kaminski, 
commander of the Russian 
volunteer RONA brigade that 
was absorbed into the SS in 
1944. Owing to his inabil i ty to 
keep his undiscipl ined troops 
in hand dur ing operations in 
Warsaw, he was executed 
on Reichsfuhrer Himmler's 
orders. (Bundesarchiv, 
1011-280-1075-17A) 

Major Max Reck, commander of 
Kampfgruppe Reck. (Author's 
collection) 

pol i t ica l science f r o m the Univers i ty of Frankfur t in 1 9 2 2 a n d then joined the 
N a z i Party. After par t ic ipat ing in Hitler 's 1 9 2 3 Beer Ha l l Putsch, Dir lewanger 
drifted for a few years be fore jo in ing the S A in 1 9 3 2 a n d the par ty rewarded 
h i m with a s inecure in the L a b o u r D e p a r t m e n t . However , D i r l ewanger w a s 
a sel f-destructive d r u n k w h o a r g u e d with his super ior s and then went on a 
d r i n k i n g b inge after the R o h m p u t s c h in J u l y 1 9 3 4 in which he sexua l ly 
m o l e s t e d a 14-year -o ld f ema le c a d e t in a p a r t y - o w n e d a u t o m o b i l e , then 
c r a s h e d the car a n d in jured the girl . It w a s a C h a p p a q u i d d i c k - s t y l e gaffe that 
even the N a z i Party, to lerant to the ant ics of w a r veterans , cou ld not ignore . 
Di r lewanger w a s sentenced to t w o years in p r i son a n d expel led f rom the N a z i 
Party. After be ing re lea sed in 1 9 3 6 , s o m e of D i r l e w a n g e r ' s o ld S A cronies 
e n c o u r a g e d h im to volunteer for the G e r m a n C o n d o r Leg ion in Spa in , where 
he served for 16 m o n t h s a n d w a s w o u n d e d three t imes . Di r lewanger returned 
to G e r m a n y at the s tart of the w a r but w a s n o t a l l o w e d to jo in the Waffen-
SS until J u n e 1 9 4 0 . Thereafter , D i r l e w a n g e r w a s entrus ted wi th forming a 
smal l ant i -par t i san unit c o m p o s e d of petty cr imina l s a n d this bat ta l ion-s ized 
unit initially o p e r a t e d in southern P o l a n d dur ing 1 9 4 1 . In P o l a n d a n d White 
R u s s i a , D i r l e w a n g e r d e m o n s t r a t e d a tas te for cor rupt a n d sadis t ic behaviour , 
inc luding n u m e r o u s atroci t ies a g a i n s t c ivi l ians . D i r l ewanger w a s in Berlin at 
the s tar t of the W a r s a w Upr i s ing a n d , a l t h o u g h ordered to proceed directly 
to the city by Himmler , he d a w d l e d a n d earned himself another repr imand . 
D i r l e w a n g e r w a s a n u n d i s c i p l i n e d , d e g e n e r a t e butcher , but he w a s a l s o a 
fearless s o c i o p a t h w h o loved to f ight, which m a d e h im useful to the Waffen-
S S . D i r l e w a n g e r g a i n e d the K n i g h t ' s C r o s s for his ro le in s u p p r e s s i n g the 
upr i s ing . H o w e v e r , D i r l e w a n g e r d id not e s c a p e just ice a n d after the w a r he 
w a s indicted for w a r cr imes a n d then beaten to dea th in pr i son . 

SS-Brigadefuhrer Bronislav Vladislavovich Kaminski ( 1 8 9 9 - 1 9 4 4 ) w a s the 
c o m m a n d e r of the R u s s k a y a O s v o b o d i t e l n a y a N a r o d n a y a A r m i y a ( R O N A ) 
unit . H e w a s b o r n in St Pe ter sburg of m i x e d G e r m a n - P o l i s h pa rentage and 
se rved in the R e d A r m y d u r i n g the R u s s i a n Civi l War, but w a s arres ted 
a n d i m p r i s o n e d dur ing the p u r g e of 1 9 3 7 . Freed by the G e r m a n invas ion , 
K a m i n s k i eventual ly t o o k c h a r g e of a n a n t i - c o m m u n i s t R u s s i a n militia force 
a r o u n d B r y a n s k , d u b b e d R O N A . H e a l so e s tab l i shed the s e m i - a u t o n o m o u s 
L o k o t R e p u b l i c in B r y a n s k , w h i c h c o o p e r a t e d wi th the G e r m a n s . A s the 
Soviet s a d v a n c e d w e s t w a r d s , K a m i n s k i ' s unit w a s forced to re locate a n d w a s 
a b s o r b e d into the SS . O w i n g to his unruly behav iour in the W a r s a w Upri s ing , 
he w a s executed o n the order s of H i m m l e r on 2 8 A u g u s t 1 9 4 4 . 

Generalmajor Giinter Rohr ( 1 8 9 3 - ? ? ) , c o m m a n d e r of K a m p f g r u p p e R o h r in 
the W a r s a w U p r i s i n g . R o h r w a s c o m m i s s i o n e d a n infantry Leutnant jus t 
before Wor ld War I but s a w little act ive service. H e w a s p l a g u e d by ill health 
d u r i n g the 1 9 2 0 s , w h i c h held b a c k his career. R o h r m i s s e d the Pol i sh 
c a m p a i g n in 1 9 3 9 but d i s t ingui shed himsel f a s c o m m a n d e r of 16 . Infanterie-
Div i s ion at the batt le of S tonne in M a y 1 9 4 0 . Thereafter , R o h r spent over a 
year a s c o m m a n d a n t of S a a r b r u c k e n in 1 9 4 0 - 4 1 , returning briefly to infantry 
c o m m a n d s with H e e r e s g r u p p e M i t t e in 1 9 4 1 - 4 3 . However , R o h r spent m u c h 
of 1 9 4 2 - 4 3 on sick leave in the Fiihrer Reserve a n d thereafter c o m m a n d e d a 
c o a s t a l defence unit near G e n o a , Italy. In J u n e 1 9 4 4 , R o h r w a s b r o u g h t back 
to the Eas te rn F r o n t to c o m m a n d Fes tung L e m b e r g . P lagued by r h e u m a t i s m 
a n d lacking any exper ience in u r b a n c o m b a t or counter-insurgency, R o h r w a s 
a p o o r choice a s a Kampfgruppe c o m m a n d e r in Warsaw. 
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Major Max Reck ( 1 9 1 1 - ? ? ) , c o m m a n d e r of K a m p f g r u p p e R e c k f r o m 
5 A u g u s t 1 9 4 4 . After j o in ing the a r m y in 1 9 2 9 , R e c k r o s e to the r a n k of 
Oberfeldwebel by the start of the war. R e c k w a s p r o m o t e d to Leutnant in 
Infanter ie-Reg iment 2 3 6 of 6 9 . In fanter ie -Div i s ion in M a r c h 1 9 4 0 a n d 
part ic ipated in the l anding at O s l o in Apr i l 1 9 4 0 . After being w o u n d e d twice 
in the N o r w e g i a n c a m p a i g n , R e c k spent m o s t of 1 9 4 0 - 4 2 in g a r r i s o n duty in 
N o r w a y . H e w a s given an infantry ba t ta l ion c o m m a n d with the 6. Infanterie-
Divis ion in H e e r e s g r u p p e M i t t e in O c t o b e r 1 9 4 2 , but w a s w o u n d e d dur ing 
the Soviet Orel counterof fens ive in J u l y 1 9 4 3 . In late 1 9 4 3 , the recupera t ing 
M a j o r R e c k w a s sent to tra in infantry c a d e t s a t the infantry s choo l a t P o s e n , 
which is where he w a s just pr ior to the W a r s a w Upr i s ing . 

Oberst Willy Schmidt ( 1 8 9 2 - ? ? ) , c o m m a n d e r of the S i c h e r u n g s - R e g i m e n t 
6 0 8 f rom Ju ly 1 9 4 2 . Schmidt jo ined the G e r m a n A r m y as a volunteer in 1 9 1 1 
and w a s p r o m o t e d to Leutnant in the infantry in 1 9 1 5 . After Wor ld War I, 
Schmidt left the a r m y a n d b e c a m e a b u s i n e s s m a n but w a s recal led to act ive 
duty in 1 9 3 5 . At the start of the w a r he w a s an infantry bat ta l ion c o m m a n d e r 
in 8 6 . Infanterie-Divis ion on the S a a r F ront a n d his unit fo l lowed the Panzers 
t h r o u g h the A r d e n n e s d u r i n g the 1 9 4 0 French c a m p a i g n . After a year o f 
o c c u p a t i o n duty in B e l g i u m in 1 9 4 0 - 4 1 , S c h m i d t w a s g iven c o m m a n d o f 
Infanterie-Regiment 4 2 6 in 1 2 6 . Infanterie-Division of H e e r e s g r u p p e N o r d in 
N o v e m b e r 1 9 4 1 a n d w a s involved in the fierce fighting on the Volkhov Front . 
However , Schmidt fell ill after four m o n t h s in c o m m a n d a n d w a s sent b a c k 
to G e r m a n y to recupera te . A p p a r e n t l y j u d g e d no longer heal thy e n o u g h for 
front-line infantry c o m m a n d , Schmidt w a s a s s igned to c o m m a n d a security 
reg iment f ighting Soviet p a r t i s a n s . 

Generalleutnant Rainer Stahel ( 1 8 9 2 - 1 9 5 5 ) , city c o m m a n d a n t o f W a r s a w , 
2 5 Ju ly to 2 5 A u g u s t 1 9 4 4 . Stahel served in the infantry in Wor ld War I a n d 
w a s a f te rwards re leased to serve in the Finnish A r m y in the p o s t - w a r p e r i o d . 
H e joined the Luftwaf fe in 1 9 3 5 a n d served in c o m m a n d of va r ious f lak units 
in F r a n c e , Italy a n d the E a s t e r n F r o n t u p to 1 9 4 3 . In O c t o b e r 1 9 4 3 , w a s 
m a d e city c o m m a n d a n t of R o m e for eight m o n t h s a n d then b r o u g h t b a c k to 
the Eas tern Front to o rgan ize the defence of Vilna aga ins t Soviet s p e a r h e a d s . 
Stahel w a s a w a r d e d the S w o r d s to his Knight ' s C r o s s for his ac t ions at Vi lna 
and he w a s then sent to W a r s a w to stabi l ize the s i tuat ion there , but arr ived 
only the d a y before the upr i s ing b e g a n . D u r i n g the upr i s ing , Stahel w a s cut 
off in his h e a d q u a r t e r s in the S a x o n Pa l ace , which m a d e it po s s ib l e for B a c h 
to t ake contro l over all G e r m a n mi l i tary a n d pol ice units o p e r a t i n g in the 
city. Stahel w a s then sent to R o m a n i a where he h a d the mi s for tune to arr ive 
just a s it w a s switching s ides a n d he w a s h a n d e d over to the N K V D . Stahel 
spent the rest of his life a s a pr i soner in the G u l a g . 



OPPOSING FORCES 

This was the typical uni form 
for Kedyw troops in the 
Warsaw Uprising - German 
steel helmet, camouf laged 
SS smock, pre-war Polish belt 
and trousers and leather boots. 
The weapon is a 9 m m Steyr 
MP34 sub-machine gun , which 
was used by SS-Polizei units. 
(Author's collection) 

POLISH 
Armia Krajowa (Home Army, AK) 
T h e A K w a s built by p r o f e s s i o n a l a r m y off icers , m o s t of w h o m h a d served 
in the Pol i sh L e g i o n s in W o r l d W a r I, but it w a s pr imar i ly c o m p o s e d of 
enthus ias t ic a m a t e u r s wi th little f o r m a l mil i tary tra ining or exper ience . Since 
it w a s f o r m e d as a c landes t ine n e t w o r k that w a s constant ly being hunted by 
the G e s t a p o , the A K w a s n o t built like a n o r m a l mil i tary o rgan iza t ion but 
ra ther in a cel lular m a n n e r so that the arres t of indiv idual leaders w o u l d not 
c o m p r o m i s e large units . T h u s before the upr i s ing , m o s t m e m b e r s k n e w only 
a handfu l of their fe l low so ld iers . T h e bas ic unit w a s the p l a t o o n a n d larger 
uni t s - c o m p a n i e s , b a t t a l i o n s a n d b r i g a d e s - d id not a s s e m b l e in W a r s a w 
until the upr i s ing b e g a n . 

By J u l y 1 9 4 4 , the A K r e a c h e d its p e a k s t rength a n d B o r c l a i m e d that it 
h a d 3 8 0 , 0 0 0 m e m b e r s n a t i o n w i d e a n d 4 8 , 0 0 0 in the W a r s a w area ( including 
4 , 3 0 0 in the W o j s k o w a S l u z b a K o b i e t , W o m e n ' s A u x i l i a r y Service , W S K ) . 
E a c h o f the e ight A K d i s t r i c t s in the W a r s a w a r e a h a d f r o m three to 
1 2 b a t t a l i o n - s i z e d un i t s , w h i c h o p e r a t e d u n d e r the c o n t r o l of a distr ict 
c o m m a n d e r . E a c h A K b a t t a l i o n typica l ly h a d three or four c o m p a n i e s a n d 
a to ta l s t rength of 2 0 0 - 6 0 0 f ighters . In a d d i t i o n to the A K , there were a l so 
a b o u t 4 , 0 0 0 i n s u r g e n t s p r o v i d e d by the r i ght -wing N S Z , the C o m m u n i s t 
A L , the Soc ia l i s t mil i t ia (PPS) a n d several other smal ler g r o u p s that m o r e or 
less c o o p e r a t e d wi th the A K d u r i n g the upr i s ing . 

T r a i n i n g a n d d i sc ip l ine w e r e uneven a c r o s s the A K , a s befits a citizen-
b a s e d mi l i t i a , b u t the m o s t effective units w e r e the K e d y w a n d S c o u t 
ba t ta l ions . T h e K e d y w ( K i e r o w n i c t w o Dywers j i , Di rec tora te of S a b o t a g e and 
Diver s ion) units were f o r m e d in rura l a rea s out s ide W a r s a w in early 1 9 4 3 , 
pr imar i ly to c o n d u c t s a b o t a g e a n d a s s a s s i n a t i o n mi s s io ns . Personnel for the 
K e d y w units were recruited f r o m the Z w i a z e k H a r c e s t w a P losk iego (Polish 
S c o u t s , Z H P ) , which h a d been o u t l a w e d by the G e r m a n o c c u p a t i o n , a n d its 
leaders were often C ichoc iemni (silent d a r k ones) Special Forces t r o o p s f lown 
in f r o m Br i t a in . O n c e s u p p r e s s e d , the Z H P evo lved into the cover t Szare 
Szeregi (Grey R a n k s ) s cout ing o r g a n i z a t i o n , which included m a l e a n d female 
m e m b e r s f r o m 12 to 18 year s of a g e , a n d which c o n d u c t e d vital intelligence 
collection a n d s a b o t a g e for the A K . Older scouts jo ined the G r u p y Sz turmowe 
(Assau l t G r o u p s , G S ) , which were s u b o r d i n a t e to the K e d y w . J u s t before the 
u p r i s i n g , m o s t of the K e d y w a n d S z a r e Szeregi units w e r e b r o u g h t into 
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A Polish-made 9 m m Sten Mark 
II sub-machine gun (left) and 
9 m m Blyskawica sub-machine 
gun (right). At the start of 
the upris ing, the AK had at 
least 650 SMGs in Warsaw. 
(Author's collection) 

W a r s a w a n d f o r m e d into ba t t a l i ons Z o s k a , P a r a s o l , Wigry a n d M i o t l a . T h e 
other elite unit in the A K w a s R e g i m e n t B a s z t a , which b e g a n f o r m i n g as a 
security force in 1 9 3 9 to g u a r d res i s tance l eader s , a n d eventua l ly g r e w to 
a three-bat ta l ion reg iment wi th 2 , 2 0 0 fighters 

T h e A K never h a d enough w e a p o n s or a m m u n i t i o n to fight a convent ional 
batt le . W e a p o n s c a m e f r o m three p r i m a r y sources : f rom within P o l a n d , f r o m 
Britain a n d e q u i p m e n t acqu i red f r o m the G e r m a n s . A s ignif icant a m o u n t of 
w e a p o n s f r o m the Pol i sh R e g u l a r A r m y h a d been bur ied in 1 9 3 9 , but five 
years later m a n y of these h idden s tockpi le s h a d either deter iora ted or were 
difficult to recover. Never the le s s , the A K w a s able to retrieve smal l quant i t ies 
of wz .28 a u t o m a t i c rifles, 7 . 9 2 m m w z . 3 5 anti-tank rifles, 7 . 9 2 m m c k m w z . 3 0 
m a c h i n e g u n s ( B r o w n i n g M l 9 1 7 ) , a few l ight m o r t a r s a n d h u n d r e d s of 
7 . 9 2 m m w z . 2 9 c a r b i n e s ( M a u s e r 9 8 K ) . T h e Pol i sh re s i s t ance w a s a b l e t o 
e s tab l i sh severa l u n d e r g r o u n d w e a p o n s f ac tor i e s , which p r o d u c e d a w i d e 
r ange of l ight w e a p o n s , o f ten by u s i n g p a r t s f r o m civi l ian indus t r i e s . By 
A u g u s t 1 9 4 4 , the A K p r o d u c e d a b o u t one-third of its o w n w e a p o n s , 
inc luding f l a m e - t h r o w e r s , F i l i p inka a n d S i d o l o w k a h a n d g r e n a d e s , a b o u t 
6 0 0 9 m m B l y s k a w i c a (L ightn ing ) s u b - m a c h i n e g u n s a n d severa l h u n d r e d 
9 m m ViS w z . 3 5 p i s t o l s . Surpr i s ing ly , the A K w a s a b l e to p u r c h a s e a 
significant n u m b e r of w e a p o n s f r o m cor rupt G e r m a n officials ; in 1 9 4 3 a l o n e , 
us ing currency suppl ied f r o m L o n d o n , the A K w a s ab le to buy nine heavy 
a n d 13 light mach ine g u n s , 18 m a c h i n e p i s to l s , 4 2 4 rifles a n d 8 8 1 p i s to l s . 
W h e n B o r - K o m o r o w s k i d e c i d e d t o ini t iate act ive p a r t i s a n o p e r a t i o n s in 
eastern P o l a n d in early 1 9 4 4 , he directed that m a n y w e a p o n s be sent to a r m 
the A K units there , w h i c h severe ly dep le ted the s tockp i l e r e m a i n i n g in 
Warsaw. Fur thermore , o w i n g to p o o r staff w o r k the A K did not a l w a y s m a k e 
the best use of its ava i l ab le re sources - in 1 9 4 7 a cache of 6 7 8 Sten g u n s w a s 
found in W a r s a w a n d apparent ly the w e a p o n s h a d never been i s sued to the 
A K dur ing the upr i s ing . 

A l t h o u g h the first 'a ir b r i d g e ' w a s e s t a b l i s h e d to P o l a n d in 1 9 4 1 , the 
British Special O p e r a t i o n s Execut ive ( S O E ) never m a d e ser ious efforts to ship 
large a m o u n t s of w e a p o n s to P o l a n d . R o y a l Air Force a ircraft los ses on these 
early m i s s i o n s w e r e s igni f icant a n d the S O E w a s f o c u s e d o n s u p p o r t i n g 
insurgencies in Western E u r o p e . In J a n u a r y 1 9 4 4 , the R A F m o v e d the Pol i sh 
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A Stuka d ive-bombing a target 
near Krakowskie Przedmiescie. 
German airpower was so 
l imi ted over Warsaw that its 
main cont r ibut ion was in terms 
of inf l ict ing collateral damage 
that sapped Polish morale, 
rather than prov id ing direct 
tactical support . (Warsaw 
Uprising Museum, MPW-
IN/2992) 

Specia l Dut ie s Fl ight 1 5 8 6 wi th its s ix b o m b e r s to Brindis i in southern Italy, 
os tens ib ly to better s u p p o r t the A K but in fact the p lanes were often diverted 
to other m i s s i o n s . U p until J u l y 1 9 4 4 , R A F p lanes del ivered a b o u t 6 0 0 tons 
of w e a p o n s to P o l a n d by p a r a c h u t e , inc luding 8 , 9 0 0 9 m m Sten M k II sub­
m a c h i n e g u n s , 9 , 2 0 0 other f i r e a r m s , 3 1 4 PIAT ant i - tank l auncher s , seven 
light m o r t a r s a n d 3 0 . 8 tons of p la s t i c exp lo s ive s . H o w e v e r , virtually all of 
the Br i t i sh-suppl ied w e a p o n s w e n t to rural d r o p zones out s ide W a r s a w and 
c o u l d not eas i ly be b r o u g h t into the city, where large s tockpi les were m o r e 
vu lnerab le to detect ion . In the spr ing of 1 9 4 4 , the G e s t a p o loca ted t w o of 
the A K ' s larges t a r s ena l s , c a p t u r i n g a b o u t 2 0 per cent of the A K ' s w e a p o n s . 
In r e s p o n s e , B o r - K o m o r o w s k i o r d e r e d m u c h of the w e a p o n r y d i sper sed to 
rura l a r e a s , which increased security but which m a d e it difficult to retrieve in 
t ime for the upr i s ing . A l t h o u g h it is n o w clear that the A K leadership w a s 
unsure a b o u t exac t ly h o w m a n y w e a p o n s it h a d in W a r s a w at the start of the 
u p r i s i n g , it h a d a t l ea s t 3 9 h e a v y m a c h i n e g u n s , 1 3 0 l ight m a c h i n e g u n s , 
2 , 6 2 9 rif les , 6 5 7 s u b - m a c h i n e g u n s , 3 , 8 4 6 p i s t o l s , 3 0 f l ame- thrower s , s ix 
m o r t a r s , 2 1 PIAT ant i - tank l aunchers , 4 4 , 0 0 0 g r e n a d e s a n d 1 2 , 0 0 0 M o l o t o v 
c o c k t a i l s . M o n t e r a n d his s taf f h a d n o t e n s u r e d a fair d i s t r ibut ion of the 
ava i l ab le w e a p o n s , so elite units such a s R e g i m e n t Ba sz t a a n d K e d y w h a d 
w e a p o n s for a b o u t 2 5 - 3 0 per cent of their t r o o p s , while other units h a d only 
t o k e n a r m a m e n t . O n e of the b e s t - e q u i p p e d uni t s , the 1st C o m p a n y of 
Ba t ta l ion Z a r e m b a , h a d one c k m mach ine gun , three r k m a u t o m a t i c rifles, 5 0 
ca rb ines a n d 8 0 p i s to l s for its 3 5 0 so ld iers - a 38 per cent a r m e d rate . Bor-
K o m o r o w s k i e s t imated that his t r o o p s h a d 1 0 0 r o u n d s per mach ine gun and 
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3 0 per pistol . It is unlikely that the A K ever h a d m o r e than 1 0 , 0 0 0 a r m e d 
t roops active in W a r s a w at one t ime t h r o u g h o u t the batt le , but they were ab le 
to carefully conserve their l imited a m m u n i t i o n s tocks a n d they never r a n o u t 
of a m m u n i t i o n in 63 d a y s of f ighting. 

While the A K f o u g h t a s i n s u r g e n t s , they m a d e g r e a t e f forts to be 
recognized as legi t imate c o m b a t a n t s . M o s t A K fighters w o r e either civi l ian 
clothes or pieces of c a p t u r e d G e r m a n u n i f o r m s , wi th only W P (Polish A r m y ) 
a r m b a n d s or Pol ish eagles on their c a p s to d e n o t e their aff i l iat ion. U n i f o r m s 
included a m i x of pre-war Pol i sh u n i f o r m i tems , c a p t u r e d G e r m a n helmets 
and Waffen-SS c a m o u f l a g e s m o c k s ( d u b b e d Panterki). D u r i n g the upr i s ing , 
l arge s t o c k s of L u f t w a f f e covera l l s a n d field c a p s w e r e c a p t u r e d a n d 
they were dyed b l a c k , w h i c h b e c a m e s t a n d a r d w e a r for A K t r o o p s in the 
southern par t s of the city. O n e unit even w o r e blue p o s t a l office u n i f o r m s . 
A l though the G e r m a n s r e g a r d e d the A K t r o o p s a s band i t s , their use of vis ible 
r a n k a n d n a t i o n a l ins ignia a s wel l a s a r e c o g n i z a b l e c o m m a n d s t ruc ture 
a f forded them rights under the G e n e v a C o n v e n t i o n , recogni t ion of which the 
government- in-exi le w a s qu ick to d e m a n d of bo th G e r m a n y a n d the Soviet 
Union . W o m e n a n d chi ldren a l s o p l a y e d m a j o r roles in the A K , par t icu lar ly 
as scouts a n d cour ie r s . 

Overa l l , the A K units at district level were best suited for stat ic defensive 
o p e r a t i o n s a n d the only units with any offensive capabi l i ty were the K e d y w 
a n d Szare Szeregi ba t t a l i ons , which remained under central c o m m a n d . O n c e 
m o s t of central W a r s a w w a s l iberated , the A K shou ld have been ab le to use 
its interior lines to shift its reserves to meet a t t acks on the per ipher ies , but 
this p r o v e d very difficult in prac t ice . T h r o u g h o u t the upr i s ing , the A K w a s 
h a n d i c a p p e d by very p o o r tac t ica l c o m m a n d a n d c o n t r o l , w h i c h m a d e it 
a l m o s t i m p o s s i b l e for its l eadersh ip to m a s s its forces or c o o r d i n a t e ac t ions 
in different p a r t s o f the city. S o m e units d id h a v e c a p t u r e d G e r m a n field 
te lephones a n d a few field r a d i o s were p r o v i d e d f r o m E n g l a n d , but M o n t e r 
pr imari ly relied on cour ier s to relay order s . Ins tead , each sector essential ly 
fought a p i e c e m e a l ba t t le a n d d ied a l o n e . O n the other h a n d , the A K ' s 
strategic c o m m u n i c a t i o n s were quite g o o d . T h r o u g h o u t m o s t of the upr i s ing , 
B o r - K o m o r o w s k i w a s ab le to r e m a i n in r a d i o contac t wi th L o n d o n , which 
w a s better than the Brit ish 1st A i r b o r n e Div i s ion w a s ab le to d o at A r n h e m 
in September 1 9 4 4 . 

Ludowe Wojsko Polskie (Polish People's Army, LWP) 
Genera l Berl ing 's 1st Pol i sh A r m y of the LWP p l a y e d a m i n o r ro le in the 
c los ing weeks of the upr i s ing . A l t h o u g h f o r m e d f r o m Pol i sh pr i soner s in the 
Soviet Union , m o r e than half of the officers in the LWP were either R e d A r m y 
or N K V D in order to ensure its s u b m i s s i o n to Soviet ob jec t ives . O n c e the 
R e d A r m y entered P o l a n d , the N K V D arres ted a s ignif icant n u m b e r of A K 
m e m b e r s a n d m a n y were forced to jo in the 1st Pol ish Army. T h e 1st Pol i sh 
A r m y d id n o t arr ive in P r a g a unti l 14 September . A l t h o u g h e lement s o f 
three LWP d iv i s ions tr ied to c r o s s the V i s tu l a R iver o n 1 5 - 1 9 Sep tember , 
the equ iva lent of only four rifle b a t t a l i o n s ac tua l ly m a d e it a c r o s s . T h e s e 
ba t ta l ions c r o s s e d wi th l ight w e a p o n s a n d received n o s igni f icant art i l lery 
s u p p o r t f rom the 1st Pol ish Army. After the units were d e c i m a t e d in a few 
days of f ighting, the remain ing per sonne l a n d e q u i p m e n t were a b s o r b e d into 
local A K units . T h e only tangib le battlefield effect of the LWP re inforcements 
w a s to p ro long Polish resistance in the C z e r n i a k o w District a l o n g the river for 
a few extra d a y s . 



Ten Sturmpanzer IVs (often 
called Brummbaren after the 
war) moved to Warsaw as 
Sturmpanzer Kompanie z.b.V. 
218 on 13 August 1944. These 
assault guns were armed w i th 
a 150mm howitzer that could 
demol ish most bui ld ings. 
(HITM Archives) 

Et9 
GERMAN 
T h e s u p p r e s s i o n of the W a r s a w Upr i s ing w a s the only m a j o r G e r m a n g r o u n d 
c o m b a t o p e r a t i o n in Wor ld War II that w a s run a l m o s t entirely by the SS . 
A l t h o u g h the o p e r a t i o n occur red in the 9. A O K area , Hit ler a n d H i m m l e r 
directed the SS to s u p p r e s s the revolt a n d initially it w a s v iewed as a ' special 
a c t i o n ' o n a c i tywide s ca l e . It w a s only w h e n it b e c a m e o b v i o u s that the 
h o t c h p o t c h of SS a n d Pol ice units a s s e m b l e d were i n a d e q u a t e for real city 
f ighting that m o r e convent iona l units were d r a w n into the bat t le . 

F r o m the b e g i n n i n g , the G e r m a n s w e r e h a n d i c a p p e d by their lack of 
h igh-qua l i ty in fantry a n d w e r e fo rced to rely o n f i repower . M o s t of the 
infantry that w a s a v a i l a b l e - SS-Pol ize i , r a w recruits f r o m Wehrkrei s X X I 
t r a in ing uni t s a n d L a n d e s s c h u t z e n mil i t ia - u s e d inept s treet-f ighting 
tact ics a n d suffered cr ippl ing los ses a s a result . L a c k of exper ienced junior-
level l eadersh ip in the a d h o c units t h r o w n together to s u p p r e s s the upris ing 
g rea t ly r e d u c e d the c o m b a t ef fect iveness of these f o r m a t i o n s . T h e tota l 
G e r m a n g a r r i s o n in W a r s a w at the s tart of the upr i s ing a m o u n t e d to a b o u t 
1 6 , 0 0 0 p e r s o n n e l , bu t m o s t w e r e d i s p e r s e d in s m a l l g a r r i s o n s a n d only 
a b o u t 5 , 0 0 0 were ava i l ab le to defend the Police Distr ict . Whi le the G e r m a n -
held faci l i t ies w e r e fair ly wel l p r o t e c t e d by o b s t a c l e s a n d m a c h i n e - g u n 
b u n k e r s , m o s t of the t r o o p s ins ide t h e m were c a p a b l e only of static defence 
a n d relied o n re inforcements f r o m out s ide the city to crush the res i s tance. 

SS and foreign units 
S S - S o n d e r r e g i m e n t D i r l e w a n g e r w a s init ial ly f o r m e d a s a c o m p a n y - s i z e d 
unit f r o m fo rmer p o a c h e r s in J u l y 1 9 4 0 , wi th the idea that they w o u l d be 
a d e p t at hunt ing p a r t i s a n s in the forests of P o l a n d . After mi sb eh a v ing badly 
in P o l a n d , the unit w a s s h i p p e d to White R u s s i a to fight Soviet par t i s ans in 
M a r c h 1 9 4 2 a n d w a s s o o n u p g r a d e d to ba t t a l ion size. F r o m M a r c h 1 9 4 2 to 
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J u n e 1 9 4 4 , S o n d e r b a t a i l l o n D i r l e w a n g e r w a s invo lved in 19 a n t i - p a r t i s a n 
opera t ions in the M i n s k a r e a , ki l l ing t h o u s a n d s of p a r t i s a n s a n d c iv i l ians . 
T h e bat ta l ion just m a n a g e d to a v o i d annih i la t ion at M i n s k once the Soviets 
b e g a n O p e r a t i o n Bagration, a n d it w a s p u l l e d b a c k to E a s t P rus s i a t o 
reorganize a s a r eg iment . T h e r e g i m e n t a r r i v e d by t ruck in W a r s a w o n 
4 A u g u s t a n d cons i s ted of 8 8 1 m e n in t w o b a t t a l i o n s , a heavy m a c h i n e - g u n 
company , a m o r t a r c o m p a n y a n d a n ant i - tank p l a t o o n . SS -Sonder reg iment 
Dir lewanger w a s pr imar i ly e q u i p p e d wi th c a p t u r e d R u s s i a n w e a p o n s a n d it 
had never been regarded a s c a p a b l e of front-l ine service. By the t ime of the 
W a r s a w Upr i s ing , the personnel c o m p o s i t i o n of the reg iment w a s 4 5 per cent 
G e r m a n ex-convicts , 4 0 per cent former concent ra t ion c a m p inmate s , 10 per 
cent Ukra in i an volunteers a n d five per cent SS regu lar s . 

The Waffen-Sturm-Brigade R O N A ( R u s s k a y a Osvobodi te lnaya N a r o d n a y a 
A r m i y a ) , a k a the K a m i n s k i B r i g a d e , evo lved f r o m a local a n t i - c o m m u n i s t 
militia in the Bryansk area in 1 9 4 1 - 4 2 to a fully f ledged unit in the Waffen-
SS by Ju ly 1 9 4 4 . A l t h o u g h the b r i g a d e h a d 4 , 0 0 0 - 5 , 0 0 0 m e m b e r s , only a 
1 ,700-man Kampfgruppe wi th four T-34 t a n k s , one S U - 7 6 a s sau l t gun a n d 
t w o 1 2 2 m m howi tzer s w a s sent to W a r s a w . T h e K a m i n s k i B r i g a d e w a s a 
relatively cohes ive unit on its h o m e soil , but once it w a s forced to evacuate 
w e s t w a r d s a s a result of O p e r a t i o n Bagration, its m o r a l e quickly p l u m m e t e d . 
F u r t h e r m o r e , the unit h a d received only rud imenta ry t ra in ing a n d l a c k e d 
sufficient junior leaders w h o c o u l d keep the m e n in h a n d . In W a r s a w , the 
t r o o p s regarded themselves a s unleashed to pi l lage a n d r a p e , rather than to 
conduc t intensive house- to-house fighting a n d even Bach quickly recognized 
that this unit w a s m o r e of a liability than an asset . 

T h e SS p r o v i d e d o n e A z e r b a i j a n i b a t t a l i o n , one m i x e d C a u c a s i a n 
b a t t a l i o n a n d the w e l l - r e g a r d e d A r m e n i a n - G e o r g i a n I I . /Geb i rg s j ager -
R e g i m e n t ' B e r g m a n n ' to s u p p l e m e n t D i r l e w a n g e r ' s r eg iment . Whi le the 
Azerba i j an i ba t t a l ion a n d Ea s te rn M u s l i m ba t ta l ions were low-qua l i ty units 
formed f rom former Soviet P O W s in 1 9 4 2 - 4 3 , the A r m e n i a n unit h a d been 

A German SdKfz 251/1-11 
half-track equ ipped w i th 
Wur f rahmen 40 28/32cm 
rockets. The Poles dubbed 
these weapons 'moo ing cows' 
ow ing to the sound their 
rockets made and they were 
a deadly threat to exposed 
personnel. (Bundesarchiv, 
696/435/11a) 



f o r m e d f r o m volunteers a n d o r g a n i z e d by the Abwehr ' s Brandenberger s to 
c o n d u c t ant i -part i san opera t ions . Several SS replacement units were a l so used 
in W a r s a w , inc luding a c o m p a n y of officer cade t s . Perhaps the oddes t unit 
in this h o t c h p o t c h co l l ec t ion of u n i q u e f o r m a t i o n s w a s the s chwere SS-
K o m p a n i e R o n t g e n - P o s e n , f o r m e d f r o m X - R a y technic ians a n d medica l 
per sonne l f r o m an SS hosp i ta l in P o s e n . T h e SS a l so h a d seven R u s s i a n and 
C o s s a c k bat ta l ion-s ized units ava i l ab le - a tota l of a b o u t 5 , 0 0 0 t r o o p s - but 
these units were so unruly a n d undiscipl ined that they spent m o s t of the battle 
in reserve a n d were u sed only sparingly. 

Wehrmacht units 
Initially, the G e r m a n 9 . A O K h a d few c o m b a t t r o o p s involved in suppres s ing 
the W a r s a w U p r i s i n g , bu t it w a s requ i red to p r o v i d e a n u m b e r of c o m b a t 
s u p p o r t uni t s su i ted for city f ight ing. I n d e e d , the SS Kampfgruppen in 
W a r s a w w o u l d n o t h a v e been ab le to m a k e m u c h p r o g r e s s w i t h o u t the 
s u p p o r t of a r m y a s s a u l t g u n s , artillery a n d p ioneer s . H o w e v e r , a s SS losses 
m o u n t e d , Wehrkre i s X X I (Posen) w a s o rdered to d ip into its R e p l a c e m e n t 
A r m y f o r m a t i o n s a n d it sent three infantry tra ining ba t ta l ions to Warsaw. 

T w o c o m p a n i e s of Armee-Panzer jager-Bata i l lon 7 4 3 e q u i p p e d with 2 8 of 
the n e w Hetzer t ank des troyers were s ta t ioned in W a r s a w at the start of the 
upr i s ing a n d they were quickly pre s sed into the infantry s u p p o r t role . Thi s 
unit be longed to 9 . A O K but w a s t aken over by K a m p f g r u p p e Reinefarth for 
m u c h of A u g u s t . H o w e v e r , the Hetzer p r o v e d to have difficulty fighting in 
tight quar ter s since the entire vehicle h a d to be turned to engage targets and 
its 7 5 m m g u n w a s not power fu l e n o u g h to des t roy reinforced bui ldings ; in 
Sep tember 1 9 4 4 the ba t ta l ion w a s reas s igned for its intended role with IV SS-
Panzer K o r p s . Another unit acquired f rom 9. A O K , Panzerabtei lung 3 0 2 (Fkl), 
w a s a rad io-contro l led t ank ba t ta l ion that h a d 2 4 S t u G III a s sau l t guns used 
a s contro l vehicles a n d a b o u t 5 0 Go l i a th a n d B IV remote control demol i t ion 
vehic les . T h e G o l i a t h w o u l d p r o v e par t i cu lar ly useful in de s t roy ing Pol ish 
bar r i cades , but there were not e n o u g h to g o a r o u n d . 

Severa l n e w w e a p o n s , spec i f ica l ly d e s i g n e d for city f ight ing after 
exper ience g a i n e d f r o m the bat t le of S t a l ingrad , were sent to Warsaw. T h e 
Sturmtiger , a n a s s a u l t g u n built o n a Tiger t a n k chas s i s , w a s a r m e d with a 
3 8 0 m m r o c k e t l a u n c h e r tha t c o u l d fire h i g h - e x p l o s i v e or s h a p e d - c h a r g e 
rocke t s c a p a b l e of d e m o l i s h i n g a typical bui ld ing or penetra t ing reinforced 
concrete s t ructures . T w o S turmt iger s were f o r m e d into Panzer S t u r m - M o r s e r 
K o m p a n i e 1 0 0 0 a n d fought in W a r s a w f rom 1 9 - 2 8 A u g u s t 1 9 4 4 . W a r s a w 
a l s o s a w the first rea l c o m b a t u s e o f the S t u r m p a n z e r IV, 3 an a s s a u l t g u n 
a r m e d wi th a 1 5 0 m m howi tzer o n a P z K p f w IV chas s i s . Ten S t u r m p a n z e r 
IVs w e r e f o r m e d into S t u r m p a n z e r - K o m p a n i e z.b.V. 2 1 8 a n d m o v e d to 
W a r s a w o n 13 A u g u s t . 

Initially, the only engineer unit in W a r s a w w a s the Pioniere-Batai l lon 6 5 4 , 
w h i c h w a s a s s i g n e d to g u a r d the br idges over the Vi s tu la . A l t h o u g h these 
p ioneer s w e r e p r e s s e d into street-f ighting dut ies early in the upr i s ing , they 
l acked the special ized e q u i p m e n t for this mis s ion . By 11 A u g u s t , the G e r m a n s 
h a d b r o u g h t in P i o n i e r - S t u r m - B a t a i l l o n 5 0 0 , w h i c h h a d t w o c o m p a n i e s 
e q u i p p e d with 18 Sdkfz-1 ha l f - t racks ( including eight F l a m m p a n z e r w a g e n 
e q u i p p e d wi th f l a m e - t h r o w e r s ) . T h i s unit a l s o h a d one Ta i fun p l a t o o n 
e q u i p p e d with a power fu l n e w type of fuel-air exp lo s ive . 

3 Often called the Brummbar (grizzly bear) in post-war descriptions but this term was not in use in 1944. 



T h e G e r m a n s h a d relat ively little art i l lery a v a i l a b l e to s u p p r e s s the 
W a r s a w Upr i s ing . T h e y d id h a v e a r m o u r e d engineer c o m p a n i e s f r o m 
Fa l l sch i rm-Panzer-Div i s ion 1 ' H e r m a n n G o r i n g ' a n d 1 9 . P a n z e r - D i v i s i o n , 
which h a d S d K f z 2 5 1 / 1 - I I ha l f - t r acks e q u i p p e d wi th W u r f r a h m e n 4 0 
2 8 / 3 2 c m rockets . T h e Poles d u b b e d these m o b i l e rocket l aunchers ' m o o i n g 
c o w s ' and they were c a p a b l e of laying d o w n b a r r a g e s of h igh-explos ive or 
incendiary rocket s aga ins t an a rea target . S c h w e r e Stel lungs-Werfer-Batterie 
2 0 1 , a f ixed rocke t - l auncher unit , set u p a f ir ing p o s i t i o n in the S a x o n 
G a r d e n s , where it cou ld hurl u p to 4 0 incendiary or h igh-explos ive rocke t s 
in a sa lvo out to 1 , 5 0 0 m . D u r i n g m u c h of the upr i s ing , the G e r m a n s p a r k e d 
E i s b a h n P a n z e r z u g 7 5 , m o u n t i n g four 1 0 5 m m h o w i t z e r s , o n the C i t a d e l 
Bridge and used it to shell A K forces in the O l d T o w n . O t h e r w i s e , V o r m a n n 
provided the SS with only one battery each of 1 0 5 m m a n d 1 5 0 m m howitzers , 
t w o 2 1 0 m m m o r t a r s a n d t w o 2 8 0 m m howi tzer s . 

In order to ass i s t in the des truct ion of W a r s a w , Hitler ordered the d i spa tch 
of three 6 0 0 m m ' K a r l ' super-heavy m o r t a r s to re inforce K o r p s g r u p p e v o n 
d e m Bach . T h e first mor tar , ' Z i u ' , w a s sent to W a r s a w f r o m 1 7 A u g u s t to 
2 2 September 1 9 4 4 , f o rming H e e r e s Artil lerie Batterie 6 3 8 . T w o m o r e heavy 
m o r t a r s , ' R e x ' a n d ' T h o r ' , w e r e f o r m e d into Heere s Artil lerie Batter ie 4 2 8 
sent to W a r s a w on 7 - 1 0 S e p t e m b e r a n d remained until October . T h e ' K a r l ' 
batteries o p e r a t e d f r o m Wolsk i Pa rk , on the western edge of the city. At least 
5 6 6 0 0 m m m o r t a r r o u n d s w e r e fired into W a r s a w d u r i n g the u p r i s i n g . 
A l t h o u g h ' K a r l ' w a s not accura te e n o u g h to engage po int t a rge t s , its 1.7-ton 
shells c o u l d reduce any bui ld ing it hit to rubble a n d served to terrorize the 
defenders . H o w e v e r , ' K a r l ' exper ienced a high ' d u d ' ra te dur ing the upr i s ing 
- its shells were des igned to penetra te re inforced concrete not th in-skinned 
a p a r t m e n t bui ld ings - a n d the Poles were able to retrieve exp lo s ive s f r o m the 
shells a n d use them as filler for h a n d g r e n a d e s . 

Luftwaffe units 
T h e Luf twaf fe ' s Fa l l s ch i rm-Panzer -Div i s ion 1 ' H e r m a n n G o r i n g ' p l a y e d a 
m a j o r role in both s topp ing the initial Soviet drive on W a r s a w a n d in the final 
s tages of the s u p p r e s s i o n of the upr i s ing . G e n e r a l m a j o r Wilhe lm Schmalz ' s 
d iv i s ion h a d jus t a r r ived in the W a r s a w a r e a f r o m Italy a n d w a s still 
incomplete . O n 1 A u g u s t 1 9 4 4 , the bulk of the divis ion w a s loca ted north­
east of P r a g a but one Panzer b a t t a l i o n , wi th 2 0 P z K p f w IV t a n k s , w a s still 
un load ing in W a r s a w w h e n the upr i s ing b e g a n . 

By the t ime of the W a r s a w U p r i s i n g , the Luf twaf fe h a d l o n g s ince los t 
control over the skies on the Ea s te rn Front . Genera lober s t Ritter v o n Gre im' s 
Luftf lotte VI b a s e d in P o l a n d w a s r educed to only 2 5 2 a ircraf t by the end of 
Ju ly 1 9 4 4 . F u r t h e r m o r e , fuel s h o r t a g e s cr ippled o p e r a t i o n s , permit t ing only 
a few of the ava i l ab le a ircraft to fly sor t ie s . J u s t s ix d a y s before the W a r s a w 
Upr i s ing b e g a n , A m e r i c a n P-38 a n d P-51 f ighters c o n d u c t i n g shutt le r a id s 
to U k r a i n i a n b a s e s intercepted S G 7 7 over eas tern P o l a n d a n d sho t d o w n 
2 7 of its 4 4 S t u k a s in a virtual m a s s a c r e . Never the le s s , the Soviet dec i s ion to 
suspend its air activity over the W a r s a w a rea dur ing the upr i s ing a n d their 
refusal to a l low Allied use of their ba se s in the U k r a i n e enab led the Luf twaf fe 
to prov ide a l imited a m o u n t of air s u p p o r t . T h e m a i n unit used w a s L e u t n a n t 
H a n s - J u r g e n K l u s s m a n n ' s four J u - 8 7 S t u k a s f r o m l . / S G 1 b a s e d at O k e c i e 
airf ield, which flew 7 1 1 of 1 , 2 0 4 to ta l S t u k a sor t ie s d u r i n g the ba t t l e . 
Al though Stuka a t tacks in W a r s a w were terrifying for the civilian p o p u l a t i o n , 
they h a d only l imited effect on dug-in A K units . 



ORDERS OF BATTLE, 1 AUGUST 1944 

POLISH 
N u m b e r in parentheses ind icates n u m b e r o f compan ies in 

th is f o r m a t i o n 

NOTE: The Pol ish OB f l u c t u a t e d cons iderab ly d u r i n g t h e course 

o f t h e up r i s ing . Some un i ts , such as G r o u p Chrob ry II t h a t began 

as a t w o - b a t t a l i o n f o r m a t i o n w e r e later conso l i da ted i n to a 

s ing le ba t ta l i on as losses occu r red . O the r un i ts t h a t b e g a n as 

company -s i zed f o r m a t i o n s w e r e later u p g r a d e d t o ba t ta l ions . 

Un i t names also c h a n g e d as var ious leaders became casualt ies. 

Thus, s o m e un i ts m e n t i o n e d in t h e narra t ive in t h e S e p t e m b e r 

f i g h t i n g w i l l n o t co r respond exact ly w i t h t h e 1 A u g u s t 1944 

o rde r o f ba t t le . 

OLD TOWN (STARE MIASTO)  
G r o u p Rog 

Bat ta l ion Boncza (four) 

Bat ta l ion Gustaw-Harnas (four) 

Bat ta l ion Wig ry ( three) 

Bat ta l ion Dzik 

G r o u p PWB/17/5 

One p l a t o o n o f AL 

G r o u p Kuba-Sosna 

Bat ta l ion Gozdawa (three) 

Bat ta l ion Lukasinski (six) 

Bat ta l ion Ch rob ry I ( four) 

KB Bat ta l ion Nalecz 

G r o u p Lesnik ( three) 

CITY CENTRE  
Weste rn Sect ion 

Bat ta l ion Za remba-P io run ( three) 

Bat ta l ion Golski (five) 

N o r t h e r n Sect ion 

Bat ta l ion Belt ( three) 

Bat ta l ion Mi losz ( three) 

Bat ta l ion Iwo (four) 

Bat ta l ion Ruczaj (four) 

KB Bat ta l ion Sokol ( two) 

Eastern Sec t ion /Czern iakow 

G r o u p Kryska 

Bat ta l ion Tur 

Bat ta l ion Turn 

Bat ta l ion Stefan 

UNDER CENTRAL COMMAND: 
G r o u p Radoslaw 

Bat ta l ion Mio t la /Czata 49 (three) 

Bat ta l ion Parasol ( three) 

Bat ta l ion Piesc 

Bat ta l ion Zoska (three) 

Bat ta l ion Broda 53 

G r o u p Chrobry II 

Bat ta l ion Lech Zelazny (three) 

Bat ta l ion Lech Grzybowsk i ( three) 

G r o u p Gur t 

Bat ta l ion Gur t (four) 

WSOP G r o u p IV (three) 

G r o u p Bar tk iewicz (four) 

Other units 
Bat ta l ion Rum (three) 

Bat ta l ion Kil inski (six) 

OW-KB Bat ta l ion Jur-Radwar i ( two) 

C o m p a n y Koszta 

POWISLE  
G r o u p Krybar 

Bat ta l ion Bicz (four) 

Bat ta l ion Konrad III ( three) 

G r o u p E lek t rownia 

MOKOTOW  
Reg imen t Baszta 

Bat ta l ion Baltyk 

Bat ta l ion Olza 

Bat ta l ion Karpaty 

G r o u p Grzmaly 

Bat ta l ion Krawiec 

Bat ta l ion Korw in 

Other units 
7 th Uh lan Reg iment Jelen ( two) 

Ar t i l le ry G r o u p Granat 

1st Squad ron Goral 

Bat ta l ion O d w e t II 

Bat ta l ion Z y g m u n t (three) 

Bat ta l ion Oaza 

5 th WSOP Bat ta l ion ( two) 
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PRAGA  
Battal ion Grunwa ld 

Batta l ion Bolek 

Battal ion Olszyna 

Battal ion Platerowek 

OKECIE  
7th Infantry Reg iment Gar luch (Batta l ions 1, 2, 3 a n d Ar t i l le ry 

C o m p a n y Kuba) 

KAMPINOS FOREST  
Group Kampinos 

Bat ta l ion Korwina 

Bat ta l ion Strzaly 

Bat ta l ion Znicza 

ZOLIBORZ  
Group Zmi ja (three) 

Group Zub r (four) 

G roup Zag low iec (one) 

G r o u p Zb ik 

G r o u p Zn iw ia rz 

G r o u p Zyrafa (five) 

WOLA  
Batta l ion Sowinsk i ( four) a n d 18 i n d e p e n d e n t p la toons 

OCHOTA  
Battal ions Wac lawa (three) 

Gustaw ( two) 

12 i n d e p e n d e n t p la toons 

GERMAN 
Numbers in parenthesis are t r o o p s t r e n g t h l is ted in German 

s t reng th repor ts . 

WEHRMACHT  
O b e r f e l d k o m m a n d a n t u r 225, K o m m a n d a n t u r Warschau -

Genera l leu tnan t Rainer Stahel 

OstpreBen Grenad ie r -Reg iment 4 ( 8 9 4 ) 1 

Wach reg imen t 'Warschau ' (400) - Obers t Lange 

A la rmreg imen t 'Warschau ' (400) 

Landesschutzen Bat ta l ion 996 (650) 

Landesschutzen Bat ta l ion 997 (650) 

Landesschutzen Bat ta l ion 998 (650) 

Armee-Panzer jager -Abte i lung 743 (120), 28 Jagdpanzer 38 

Panzer-Zerstorer-Batai l lon 743, one c o m p a n y 

Pioniere-Batai l lon 654 (300) 

Baupionier-Bata i l lon 66 

Baupionier-Bata i l lon 146 

Baup ion ier -Bata i l lon 737 

S icherungs-Bata i l lon 944 (200) 

7. Genesungs -Kompan ie (73) 

Fe ldgendarmer ie K o m p a n i e 225 

Fe ldgendarmer ie K o m p a n i e (mot. ) 914 

POLICE  
K o m m a n d a n t u r Polizei - SS-Br igadefuhrer Paul O t t o Geibel 

SS-Pol izei-Regiment 22 (800) - Obers t W i l h e l m Rodewa ld 

Reserve Polizei K o m p a n i e (220) 

SA-Standarte 'Fe ldher rna l le ' (200) 

Gendarmer ie (250) - Obers t G ode 

Ordnungspo l i ze i (150) 

Off icial Bodyguards (300) 

Sicherhei tspol izei (SD) (150) - SS-Standar tenf i ihrer L u d w i g Hahn 

WAFFEN-SS  
Kosaken K o m p a n i e (150) 

SS rep lacemen t ba t ta l ions ( two) 

SS-Panzergrenadier Ersatz-Abte i lung 3 -

Obe rs tu rm fuh re r Mar t i n Patz 

SS- Rei ters turm 8 (200) - H a u p s t u r m f i i h r e r D i c h t m a n n 

LUFTWAFFE  
Ai rpo r t secur i ty Okecie (800) 

A i rpo r t secur i ty Bielany (500) 

F lak-Regiment 80/F lak-Br igade X (3,000) 

TOTAL GARRISON: 16,000 m e n 

Lu f t f l o t te 6 - General der Fl ieger Ritter v o n Gre im 

Fl iegerd iv is ion 1 (HQ a t T o p o l o w a ) 

1,4/SG 1, 26 x Ju-87D (at Lobe l len , 2 5 k m sou th -sou th -eas t 

o f T i l s i t ) 2 

l l l /SG 77, 32 x Ju-87D (at G r 6 j e c / 4 6 k m sou th o f Warsaw) 

10.(Pz)/SG 77, 5 x Ju-87D, 11 x Ju-87G (at Krakow) 

REINFORCEMENTS IN 
AUGUST 1944: 

SS AND FOREIGN NATIONAL UNITS  
SS-Sonder reg iment D i r l ewanger (881) -

SS-Standar tenfuhrer Oskar D i r l e w a n g e r 3 

1st Reg imen t /Wa f fen -S tu rm-Br igade RONA (Kaminski Br igade) 

(1,585) - S t u r m b a n n f u h r e r Ivan Fro lov 

3./SS-Flak-Regiment ' W i k i n g ' 

SS-Jager-Abte i lung 501 ( 4 6 1 ) 4 

Grenadier Kompan ie , SS-JunkerschuleTreskau 

K a m p f g r u p p e der SS-Fuhrerschule Braunschwe ig 

SS-Kompanie (gem.), Warschau 

Schwere SS-Kompanie Rontgen-Posen ( 2 0 0 ) 5 
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SS-Kaval ler ie-Ersatz-Abtei lung 

l l l /SS-Pol izei -Regiment 17 

lll/SS- Po l i ze i -Reg imen t23 

A b w e h r - A b t e i l u n g D - SD H a u p s t u r m f u h r e r Spi lker 

I and III / Os tmuse lmann i sche SS-Regiment ( 5 5 0 ) 6 

Aserbe idschanisches Feld-Bata i l lon I./111 (657) -

H a u p t m a n n Werne r Schar renberg 

l l . /Geb i rgs jager -Reg iment ' B e r g m a n n ' (Azerbai jani) (556) -

H a u p t m a n n Hube r t M e r t e l s m a n n 7 

Russische Re i te r -Ab te i lung 580 

Re i te r -Ab te i lung 3/Kosaken S icherungs-Reg iment 57 (944) 

Kosaken-Ab te i l ung 69 (773) 

Kosaken-Ab te i l ung 572 (619) 

Kosaken-Ab te i l ung 579 

Kosaken-Ab te i l ung 960 

Kosaken-Rei ter-Rgt. 3 (660) 

ARMY UNITS  
Pion ier -Sturm-Bata i l lon 500 ( 6 0 4 ) 8 

I n fan te r i e -Ab te i l ung Arzberger ( 6 3 0 ) 9 

Grenad ie r -Ab te i l ung Ben th in (545) - Ma jo r Ben th in 1 0 

Panzergrenadier-Ersatz-Bata i l lon 5 ( 5 7 2 ) 1 1 

Fi is i l ier-Batai l lon 73 

Grenad ie r -Ab te i l ung z.b.V. 550 (400) 

Grenad ie r -Ab te i l ung z.b.V. 560 (400) 

Panzerab te i lung (Fkl) 302 (160), 24 x StuG III -

Ma jor Reinert 

S tu rmgeschu tz -Ersa tz -Ab te i lung 200 (160) -

Ma jor Rupert G r u b e r 1 2 

Panzer S tu rm-Morser K o m p a n i e 1000 (56) 

S t u r m p a n z e r - K o m p a n i e z.b.V. 218 (78) -

H a u p t m a n n Ke l lmann 

Panzer A u s b i l d u n g Z u g 5 

Schwere Ste l lungs-Wer fer -Bat ter ie 201 (64) 

A r t i l l e r i e -Ab te i l ung 507 (76), 6 x 1 0 5 m m I. FH18 

Eisb. Panzerzug 75 (49) - H a u p t m a n n Franz Edon 

(1 Battery) Schwere A r t i l l e r i e -Ab te i l ung 1 5 4 , 4 x 1 5 0 m m S.FH18 

2.1 Schwere A r t i l l e r i e -Ab te i l ung 6 4 1 , 2 x 3 0 5 m m mor ta rs 

1 Bat tery o f 2 x 2 1 0 m m Mor ta rs 

Heeres Ar t i l ler ie Batter ie 638, 6 0 c m 'Z iu ' (113) 

Eisb. Ar t i l ler ie Bat ter ie 686, 3 8 c m 'S iegf r ied ' 

P ion ier -Sturm-Bata i l lon 501 

F lammenwer fe r -Ba ta i l l on Krone (326) 

P ion ie r -S tu rm-Reg imen t 'He rzog ' - Ma jo r Herzog 

Heeres-Sturmp ion ie r -Bata i l l on 46 (614) -

Ma jo r W o l l e n b e r g 

Pionier-Bata i l lon 627 (mot. ) (737) 

S icherungs-Reg iment 608 (618) -

Obers t W i l h e l m S c h m i d t 

S icherungs-Bata i l lon 350 

POLICE AND MILITIA UNITS  
Hilfs. Po l ize iab te i lung 21 'Sarnow' 

Po l i ze iab te i lung 'Burkhard t ' (376) 

Eisb. Po l ize i -Kompanie 'Wal ter ' (271) 

l /Po l ize i -Schutzen-Regiment 35 

Polizei Wach Bata i l lon 'Warschau ' (166) 

SD-Kompan ie 'Warschau ' 

SD-Kompan ie 'Poznan ' 

Feuerschi i tz Po l i ze iab te i lung 96 (mot.) (202) 

Polizei Geschutze-Bat ter ie , 4 x 7 6 . 2 m m Russian guns 

Landesschutzen-Bat ta l ion 246 (341) 

LUFTWAFFE UNITS  
Feldersatz-Batai l lon (FEB), Fal lschi rm-Panzer-Div is ion 1 

' H e r m a n n Go r i ng ' (800) 

REINFORCEMENTS IN 
SEPTEMBER 1944: 
Heeres Ar t i l le r ie Batter ie 428, 6 0 c m Rex, Thor 

19. Panzer-Div is ion 

Panzergrenad ie r -Reg iment 73 

Panzergrenad ie r -Reg iment 74 

Panzer -Au fk la rungs-Ab te i l ung 19 

Panzer-Ar t i l le r ie -Regiment 19 

Panzer jager -Abte i lung 19 

Panzer-Pionier-Batai l lon 19 

A b t e i l u n g 'Schmid t ' 

A b t e i l u n g 'Bernd ' 

25. Panzer-Div is ion 

Sturm-Pion ier -Bata i l lon 86 

Panzer -Au fk la rungs-Ab te i lung 25 

Fal lschi rm-Panzer-Div is ion 1 'He rmann Go r i ng ' 

l . /Fa l lsch i rm-Panzergrenadier -Regiment 2 'He rmann Gor ing ' 

I./34. Po l ize i -Schutzen-Regiment - Ma jor Nach twey 

Notes 
1 Renamed 1145.Grenadier Regiment on 4 August 1944 and joined 562. Grenadier-

Division in East Prussia. 
2 Four Ju 87 under Oberleutnant Hans-Jurgen Klussmann, stayed in Warsaw and 

operated from Okecie airfield. 
3 This unit was upgraded to brigade status in September. 
4 Includes three flame-thrower units. Only one officer assigned. 
5 Three SMG platoons, one mortar platoon. This unit was formed from SS medical 

X-Ray technicians who had been working in hospitals. 
6 Formed from Soviet POWs (Turkestanis, Volga Tatars, Azeris, Kirghiz, Uzbek and 

Tadjiks) in January 1944. 
7 This unit was formed by Abwehr's Brandenburgers in late 1941 and the 2./Bataillon 

was formed in 1942. It was composed of Armenian and Georgian volunteers. 
8 Stab, two assault companies, one Taifun platoon. Had 60 Goliaths. 
9 Originally known as Infanterie Bataillon Reck-Libisch (mixed) but re-named in 

mid-August. Consisted of Stab, three Grenadier companies, one heavy company, 
one anti-tank platoon, one pioneer platoon and one cavalry platoon. 

1 0 Formed from officer cadets in Wehrkreis XXI. 
1 1 Stab, three Grenadier companies, one heavy company. 
1 2 Stationed in Wehrkreis XXI. 
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OPPOSING PLANS 
We wanted to be free and owe this freedom to nobody. 
Jan Stanislaw Jankowski, Polish Delegate 

POLISH 
T h e A K h a d b e g u n p l a n n i n g for a n a t i o n a l u p r i s i n g a g a i n s t the G e r m a n s 
a s early a s 1 9 4 1 , a l though it w a s not deemed to be feasible until G e r m a n y w a s 
near co l l ap se . By N o v e m b e r 1 9 4 3 , the A K h a d deve loped three m a i n var iant s 
of the p l a n : a genera l r is ing a c r o s s P o l a n d in the event of c o m p l e t e G e r m a n 
co l l ap se a s in 1 9 1 8 , O p e r a t i o n Burza (Tempest ) a n d 'bat t le for the cap i t a l ' , 
w h i c h env i s ioned m a j o r o p e r a t i o n s only in W a r s a w . Or ig ina l ly , the A K 
leadership w a n t e d to avo id f ighting in cities a s that w o u l d c a u s e unnece s s a ry 
civi l ian ca sua l t i e s a n d , in s tead , o p e r a t e p r i m a r i l y a g a i n s t G e r m a n lines o f 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n . O p e r a t i o n Burza w a s intended to a l l o w for decentra l i zed , 
local ac t ions to ass i s t a Soviet a d v a n c e into P o l a n d , if the Soviets were wil l ing 
to c o o p e r a t e wi th the A K . O n c e it b e c a m e c lear in J u l y 1 9 4 4 tha t Sov ie t 
intent ions t o w a r d s P o l a n d were d i s h o n o u r a b l e , the A K ' s p l a n n i n g reverted 
to the tradit ional 'Doctr ine of T w o Enemies ' ( G e r m a n y a n d Rus s i a ) deve loped 
by P i l sudsk i ' s r e g i m e . T h e m a i n ob jec t ives n o w b e c a m e to p r e v e n t the 
G e r m a n s f r o m levelling W a r s a w a s they e v a c u a t e d the city a n d to prevent 
the Soviets f r o m instal l ing a C o m m u n i s t p u p p e t reg ime in the cap i ta l . It w a s 

After the assassination of 
SS-Brigadefuhrer Kutschera 
in February 1944, the German 
security forces greatly increased 
their level of alertness. The 
erection of physical barriers and 
bunkers around their facilities in 
Warsaw made it diff icult for the 
AK to employ surprise attacks 
at W-Hour. (Author's collection) 
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a l s o i m p o r t a n t for the A K to d e m o n s t r a t e to the w o r l d that it w a s able to 
par t i c ipa te in the l iberat ion of P o l a n d a n d not merely wa i t for Soviet t anks 
to arr ive . T h u s , the upr i s ing in W a r s a w evolved into an unusua l two-headed 
p l a n , in which the mil i tary object ives were directed aga ins t the G e r m a n s , but 
the pol i t ical ob ject ives were directed aga in s t the Soviets . 

B o r - K o m o r o w s k i intended that the upr i s ing w o u l d drive out or neutralize 
the under s t reng th G e r m a n g a r r i s o n , then o r g a n i z e a funct ioning local 
g o v e r n m e n t p r io r to the arr iva l o f the R e d A r m y a n d its o d i o u s Lubl in 
C o m m i t t e e c o l l a b o r a t o r s . J a n J a n k o w s k i , the delegate f rom the government-
in-exile , d e m a n d e d that B o r - K o m o r o w s k i g ive h im at least 12 hours to set 
u p a local g o v e r n m e n t us ing m e m b e r s of the U n d e r g r o u n d State . It w a s a l so 
h o p e d tha t the R A F c o u l d fly in m e m b e r s of the government- in-ex i le , a s 
well a s a c o m p a n y of the Parachute Br igade to a d d legi t imacy to the upris ing. 
With a bit of luck, Stal in w o u l d be presented with a fait a c c o m p l i and Polish 
independence w o u l d have a chance to survive after the war. Even if the R e d 
A r m y p r o v e d host i le to the A K in W a r s a w , it w o u l d be diff icult for them 
to arres t a 4 0 , 0 0 0 - m a n a r m y w i t h o u t being not iced by the West . Unl ike 
the Pol i sh off icers m u r d e r e d at K a t y n , the A K did not intend to w a l k 
meek ly into the w o o d s a n d get a bullet in the b a c k of the h e a d f rom their 
N K V D ' l iberators ' . 

T h e government- in-ex i l e h a d m i x e d feel ings a b o u t the p l ans for an 
upr i s ing in W a r s a w , wi th the Po l i sh commander- in-ch ie f feeling that the 
o p e r a t i o n w a s d o o m e d w i t h o u t Sov ie t s u p p o r t , whi le Pr ime Mini s te r 
M i k o l a j c z y k f avoured m a k i n g the g a m b l e before Stalin cou ld install a puppet 
g o v e r n m e n t in Warsaw. A s for the t iming of the upr i s ing , the government- in-
exile left that u p to B o r - K o m o r o w s k i - on the m o r n i n g of 2 6 July, the A K 
received the fo l lowing r a d i o m e s s a g e f rom L o n d o n : 'The G o v e r n m e n t of the 
R e p u b l i c ha s u n a n i m o u s l y reso lved to e m p o w e r y o u to p r o n o u n c e the Ris ing 
at a t ime to be determined by y o u . ' O n c e Soviet t anks were spot ted near Praga 
o n 3 1 J u l y a n d arti l lery c o u l d be h e a r d in the d i s t ance , the A K leadership 
a g r e e d to i m p l e m e n t the upr i s ing on 1 A u g u s t , sett ing ' W - H o u r ' (wybuch, 
' ou tbreak ' ) at 1 7 0 0 h r s . Previous resistance p lanning h a d envis ioned launching 
a n upr i s ing a t m i d n i g h t in o r d e r to g a i n a d d i t i o n a l surpr i s e , but Bor-
K o m o r o w s k i bel ieved that it w o u l d be easier to a s s e m b l e t r o o p s us ing cover 
o f n o r m a l evening ' rush h o u r ' c ivi l ian traf f ic . H o w e v e r , B o r - K o m o r o w s k i 
i g n o r e d the fact tha t the G e r m a n nightly cur few b e g a n at 2 0 0 0 h r s a n d 
M o n t e r ' s s taf f w a s u n a b l e to get the o rder s o u t before it w a s i m p o s e d , 
m e a n i n g that the order s ac tua l ly d id not g o out until the next morn ing . Thi s 
de lay m e a n t that less than 2 0 , 0 0 0 of the 4 4 , 0 0 0 A K fighters in W a r s a w could 
be a s s e m b l e d in t ime for W-Hour . 

C o n s i d e r i n g tha t the A K h a d spent over t w o year s p l a n n i n g for an 
upr i s ing , the ac tua l o p e r a t i o n a l p l a n w a s m o r e the p r o d u c t of las t-minute 
i m p r o v i s a t i o n rather than met i cu lous staff w o r k . While it is true that the A K 
leadership h a d not intended to fight inside Warsaw, once it b e c a m e a poss ib le 
c o u r s e of ac t ion in m i d - 1 9 4 4 the fai lure to c o o r d i n a t e rural par t i s ans with 
u r b a n insurgents w a s a n incredible omi s s ion that shou ld have been addres sed 
in the d a y s l ead ing u p to the upr i s ing . It w a s B o r - K o m o r o w s k i ' s function as 
na t iona l c o m m a n d e r to ac t ivate rura l p a r t i s a n s to d i s rupt G e r m a n ra i lway 
lines a n d r o a d br idges into W a r s a w , which w o u l d have great ly s lowed the 
G e r m a n r e s p o n s e . B o r - K o m o r o w s k i a l so failed to ensure that the dispersed 
w e a p o n s s tockpi le s f r o m the countrys ide were ga thered pr ior to the upris ing, 
which great ly h a n d i c a p p e d the A K dur ing the critical early d a y s of the rising. 



T h e A K started the upr i s ing with only seven to ten d a y s of f o o d a n d t w o to 
three days of a m m u n i t i o n on h a n d . F u r t h e r m o r e , the fai lure to p r e p a r e the 
sewers for covert m o v e m e n t a h e a d of t ime - by m a p p i n g them out , m a r k i n g 
routes and clearing obs t ruc t ions - indicates a c lear fai lure to p r e p a r e for the 
realities of u r b a n w a r f a r e (part icular ly s ince the A K h a d used the sewers to 
smuggle s o m e w e a p o n s into the W a r s a w G h e t t o in 1 9 4 3 ) . 

Tactically, the p lanned upris ing failed to des ignate a m a i n effort or p r imary 
objectives, which led to failure to secure key terrain such as the Vistula br idges 
or Okexie airfield. B o r - K o m o r o w s k i w a n t e d to cap ture the Vistula br idges in 
order to secure easy access into the city for the R e d A r m y a n d to cap ture the 
airfield so that the Allies cou ld fly in mil i tary suppl ies (and pos s ib ly m e m b e r s 
of the government-in-exi le) , but failed to a s s ign sufficient forces to these t a sks . 
Loca l c o m m a n d e r s were given t o o m u c h leeway in the object ives a n d m a n n e r 
of launching the initial a t t acks , which m e a n t that m u c h of A K ' s a d v a n t a g e in 
terms of surprise w a s w a s t e d in a m a t e u r i s h p inpr icks aga ins t minor G e r m a n 
outpos t s . Enthus ias t ic but p o o r l y p l a n n e d a t t acks led to heavy losses in the 
first 2 4 hours of the upr i s ing . Crit ical targets such as Genera l leutnant Stahel 's 
h e a d q u a r t e r s in the Bruhl Pa l ace or G e s t a p o h e a d q u a r t e r s were t o o t o u g h 
for w e a k n e i g h b o u r h o o d A K units to tackle a n d w o u l d have required a well-
trained K e d y w unit to have a r e a s o n a b l e chance of a successful a t tack . After 
five year s of o b s e r v i n g the G e r m a n g a r r i s o n a n d t h a n k s to a near-perfect 
enemy order of batt le p r o v i d e d by the Szare Szeregi s cout s , the A K shou ld 
have d e v e l o p e d a decent a s s a u l t p l a n for each m a j o r G e r m a n p o s i t i o n . 
Fur thermore , the A K p lanned to seize as m u c h of the city a s pos s ib le a n d then 
shift to the defence until the R e d A r m y arr ived , but it m a d e no p r o v i s i o n s 
either for a G e r m a n countera t tack or a delay in Soviet arr ival . 

In fact , the A K ' s p l a n n e d upr i s ing w a s built on d a n g e r o u s a s s u m p t i o n s , 
m a d e by m e n w h o w e r e i s o l a t e d f r o m the s t ra teg ic d i s c u s s i o n s o n g o i n g 
between the Western Allies a n d the Soviet U n i o n . Pol ish p l ans were b a s e d o n 
the delus ion that the R e d A r m y - the s a m e R e d A r m y that they k n e w h a d not 
hes i ta ted to d i s a r m the r e g u l a r Po l i sh A r m y in 1 9 3 9 a n d then m u r d e r its 
c a p t u r e d off icers by the t h o u s a n d s - w o u l d re spect the A K ' s se izure of 
Warsaw. Indeed t h r o u g h o u t the first w e e k s of the upr i s ing , B o r - K o m o r o w s k i 
a n d his staff held o u t the fa l se h o p e tha t the R e d A r m y w o u l d p r o v i d e 
mil i tary s u p p o r t to the A K in W a r s a w . Final ly, the A K l eader sh ip d id n o t 
apprec ia te the d i s integrat ion of s u p p o r t for the Pol ish c a u s e in Bri ta in a n d 
expec ted an unl ikely level o f mi l i t a ry a n d d i p l o m a t i c a s s i s t a n c e f r o m the 
Western Allies . 

GERMAN 
It w a s no surpr i se to the G e r m a n s that the A K w a s p l anning an upr i s ing in 
W a r s a w , but the G e r m a n s fa i led t o a n t i c i p a t e its s ca l e . By m i d - 1 9 4 4 , the 
G e s t a p o h a d c a p t u r e d t h o u s a n d s of m e m b e r s of the A K , w h o h a d been 
tortured at P a w i a k Prison into reveal ing titbits of in fo rmat ion , which were 
then a s s e m b l e d into a r e a s o n a b l y c o m p l e t e m o s a i c . T h e m a i n G e r m a n 
method to counter a Pol ish upr i s ing in W a r s a w w a s to t r a n s f o r m all the m a i n 
G e r m a n headquar te r s bui ld ings a n d b a r r a c k s in the city into heavily fortif ied 
s tructures that c o u l d ho ld ou t a g a i n s t loca l a t t a c k s until help c o u l d arr ive 
f rom outs ide the city. M o s t German-he ld bui ld ings h a d machine-gun bunker s 
near the entrance , barbed-wire obs tac le s a n d r o o f - m o u n t e d sentries . A w e b 
of G e s t a p o informers a n d street checkpo in t s were dep loyed a r o u n d the city 



A number of German units, 
such as Armee-Panzerjager-
Abte i lung 743, were rebui ld ing 
in the Warsaw area after being 
gu t ted by Operat ion Bagration. 
The Jagdpanzer 38 (Hetzer) 
tank destroyers were just 
arriving in quant i ty and were 
dug into camouf laged pits to 
defend the approaches to the 
Vistula. (HITM Archives) 

to m a k e it difficult for the A K to covert ly m o v e a r m s a n d personnel a r o u n d 
a n d to prov ide early w a r n i n g of an upris ing . However , H i m m l e r believed that 
there w o u l d be n o Polish upr i s ing a n d he removed several of the m o s t capab le 
SS units s t a t i o n e d in W a r s a w to c o n d u c t ant i -par t i s an o p e r a t i o n s in other 
a r e a s . F u r t h e r m o r e , the W e h r m a c h t h a d not deve loped a cont ingency p lan 
to reinforce the g a r r i s o n , nor h a d they p a i d at tent ion to shutt ing off the city's 
electrical p o w e r a n d w a t e r supp l i e s . 

O n 2 7 J u l y 1 9 4 4 , jus t a s the 2 n d T a n k A r m y w a s beginning its drive on 
W a r s a w , Hit ler o rdered Stahel to t r a n s f o r m the city into Fes tung Warschau 
a n d to ld h im to ho ld the ' W a r s a w c o m m u n i c a t i o n s centre with all m e a n s and 
w e a p o n s ava i l ab le ' . In fact , there were n o m a j o r defensive lines in existence 
in the eas tern s u b u r b of P r a g a a n d Stahel h a d few t r o o p s to m a n them even 
if they d id . G e r m a n p l a n s for the defence of W a r s a w - aga ins t the A K or the 
Sov ie t s - w e r e h i n d e r e d by l a c k of a unif ied c o m m a n d be tween the loca l 
W e h r m a c h t , SS a n d v a r i o u s G e r m a n civil off icials . 

O n c e the upr i s ing b e g a n , Hi t ler w a n t e d to use the Lu f twaf fe to carpe t 
b o m b the city, but G r e i m qu ick ly in formed the O K H that his fuel-starved 
Luft f lotte VI w a s i n c a p a b l e of a c c o m p l i s h i n g this mi s s ion . Ins tead , H i m m l e r 
g r a b b e d at the chance for a n independent c o m b a t m i s s i o n for his SS t roops 
a n d vo lunteered Bach ' s ant i -par t i san c o m m a n d a s the perfect ins trument to 
s u p p r e s s the upr i s ing . Hitler, in a perpetua l r a ge after the a t t empt on his life 
t w o w e e k s earlier, m a d e it c lear that this w a s n o n o r m a l mil i tary opera t ion . 
H e to ld the Re ichs f i ihrer-SS , tha t ' e ach i n h a b i t a n t s h o u l d be ki l led , it is 
n o t a l l o w e d to t a k e any pr i soner s of war. W a r s a w has to be levelled and in 
this w a y a terrifying e x a m p l e for the entire E u r o p e is to be crea ted . ' Once 
a s s i g n e d the m i s s i o n by H i m m l e r , B a c h dec ided first to es tabl i sh a c o r d o n 
a r o u n d W a r s a w to prevent further re inforcements f rom reaching the city and 
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then use a s s a u l t Kampfgruppen t o p u s h t h r o u g h re s i s t ance-he ld a r e a s to 
relieve the v a r i o u s i so l a t ed G e r m a n g a r r i s o n s in the city. O n c e tha t w a s 
accompl i shed , Bach intended to des t roy one city district a t a t ime by m a s s i n g 
his f i repower a n d a v a i l a b l e t r o o p s a g a i n s t p ieces of the A K . In t e r m s of 
tact ics , the G e r m a n e m p h a s i s in W a r s a w w a s u p o n f i repower, ra ther than 
m a n o e u v r e , which a l l o w e d a relatively smal l insurgent force to ho ld o u t for 
such a p ro t rac ted per iod . 

SOVIET 
T h r o u g h the Soviet S t a v k a , Stalin i ssued an order on 2 7 Ju ly for the 2 n d T a n k 
A r m y to a t t ac k t o w a r d s W a r s a w , but the or ig inal directive d id not m e n t i o n 
a direct descent on the city. Fur thermore , m o s t of the Soviet infantry divis ions 
in the First Be loruss ian Front were tied up reducing G e r m a n pocket s in p laces 
like Bres t -Li tovsk a n d Siedlce, so 2 n d T a n k A r m y w o u l d get n o add i t iona l 
infantry re inforcements for city f ighting for a week or t w o . Ins tead , the 2 n d 
T a n k Army ' s m i s s i o n a p p e a r s to h a v e been to e s tab l i sh a b r i d g e h e a d over 
the N a r e w River near Pul tusk . With b o t h this a n d the exi s t ing b r idgehead 
over the Vistula at M a g n u s z e w , the First Be lo rus s i an Front w o u l d have been 
in a g o o d pos i t ion to encircle W a r s a w in a g i ant pincer a n d s tarve ou t bo th 
the G e r m a n g a r r i s o n a n d the A K . It is unl ikely that R o k o s s o v s k y w a n t e d to 
engage in a cost ly city batt le either a g a i n s t the G e r m a n s or the Poles , w h e n 
he h a d the a r m o u r ava i l ab le s imply to create another p o c k e t that cou ld be 
reduced at leisure. 

O n c e the W a r s a w Upr i s ing b e g a n , the Soviet s spent several d a y s trying 
to figure out w h a t w a s g o i n g on in the city but once it w a s a p p a r e n t that the 
A K h a d the init iat ive, Stal in o r d e r e d R o k o s s o v s k y to s u s p e n d all offensive 
opera t ions a r o u n d the city. Stal in's initial intent w a s to w a i t a n d see - unsure 
which side w o u l d prevai l in the batt le for the city. Yet a s it b e c a m e clearer 
that the G e r m a n s were ga in ing the u p p e r h a n d , Stal in m a d e the dec i s ion to 
let the G e r m a n s des t roy the A K . T h i s dec i s ion - whi le denied by pro-Sov ie t 
apo log i s t s - is clearly evident in b o t h the act ive Soviet effort to deny airf ields 
to Anglo-Amer ican aircraft trying to supp ly the A K a n d the failure to p r o v i d e 
even m o d e s t air or artillery s u p p o r t to the A K once the R e d A r m y o c c u p i e d 
P r a g a in S e p t e m b e r 1 9 4 4 . Sta l in ' s p l a n s w e r e c lear ly to let the SS utter ly 
destroy the A K a n d then to e s tab l i sh his o w n Pol ish p u p p e t g o v e r n m e n t in 
W a r s a w as s o o n as the G e r m a n s e v a c u a t e d the city. 



THE BATTLE FOR WARSAW 

THE FIRST 96 HOURS 
O w i n g to B o r - K o m o r o w s k i ' s m i s t a k e in g iving the execut ion order for the 
upr i s ing just before evening curfew, m o s t of the A K district leaders did not 
receive the order until the m o r n i n g of 1 A u g u s t , g iving them only s ix to eight 
h o u r s to a s s e m b l e their t r o o p s . Indeed , m a n y personnel d id not receive their 
o r d e r s to a s s e m b l e until ju s t be fore W - H o u r . O n c e a ler ted , A K m e m b e r s 
b e g a n to converge on pre-des ignated a s sembly po int s , where they formed into 
p l a t o o n s a n d c o m p a n i e s for the first t ime. M o s t of the K e d y w units a s sembled 
in the cemeter ies in the wes tern s u b u r b s of the city, where several s tockpi les 
of w e a p o n s h a d been b u r i e d . W e a p o n s w e r e c l eaned off, a r m b a n d s a n d 
mil i tary ins ignia were d o n n e d a n d leaders b e g a n i s suing instruct ions on the 
G e r m a n object ives to be a t t a c k e d . 

Despi te B o r - K o m o r o w s k i ' s belief that n o r m a l civilian traffic w o u l d conceal 
the a s s e m b l i n g of the A K , loca l G e r m a n p a t r o l s were s o o n a w a r e that 
someth ing unusua l w a s occurr ing . T h e y o u n g a n d bra sh A K recruits , m a n y 
carry ing w e a p o n s for the first t ime , often acted amateurishly . For e x a m p l e , 
a r o u n d 1 3 0 0 h r s severa l so ld ier s f r o m B a t t a l i o n P a r a s o l in O c h o t a decided 
to ' f r ighten ' a n SS g u a r d p o s t by t h r o w i n g their M o l o t o v cockta i l s at it. 
In Z o l i b o r z , a G e r m a n pa t ro l spot ted a g r o u p f rom the Zywicie l C o m p a n y 
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in the street wi th w e a p o n s a r o u n d 1 3 5 0 h r s , prec ip i ta t ing a firefight. T h e 
SS-Polizei cal led for re inforcements a n d the arr ival of a few a r m o u r e d car s 
succeeded in d i spers ing G r o u p Z y r a f a (Giraf fe) . A l though the A K t r o o p s in 
Z o l i b o r z were fairly well e q u i p p e d - a b o u t 4 5 per cent were a r m e d - they 
were so disrupted by p r o m p t G e r m a n c o u n t e r m o v e s that they were c o m b a t -
ineffective even before W-Hour . Seeing re inforced p a t r o l s d e p l o y e d o n key 
street intersect ions near the G e r m a n - h e l d C i t ade l a n d the C i tade l B r i d g e , 
the A K at tacks on these targets were abor ted . S o o n , m o r e contacts with a r m e d 
res is tance m e m b e r s were r e p o r t e d in C z e r n i a k o w , M o k o t o w a n d the city 
centre. By 1 6 0 0 h r s , SS-Brigadefuhrer Geibel h a d received enough reports f rom 
his police units to k n o w that the A K w a s c o m i n g out of hiding a n d he pu t his 
SS-Polizei a n d S D units on full a lert . Geibel ' s 5 , 0 0 0 SS-Polizei a n d other 
security t roops hunkered d o w n a r o u n d G e s t a p o headquarters , the Bruhl Palace 
and several fortified ba r racks a n d wai ted for the A K to m a k e the next m o v e . 

Before W-Hour , B o r - K o m o r o w s k i a n d his staff m o v e d to the K a m m l e r 
Fac tory in the Wola district , in o rder to set u p their h e a d q u a r t e r s . A l t h o u g h 
the K a m m l e r Fac tory w a s a wel l-bui l t s t ructure a n d g u a r d e d by a ded ica ted 
A K security p l a t o o n , it p r o v e d to be a p o o r choice a s a h e a d q u a r t e r s s ince it 
w a s loca ted very c lose to an SS-Polizei b a r r a c k s . By c h a n c e , the SS-Polizei 
spot ted a r m e d Polish w o r k m e n at the K a m m l e r Fac tory a r o u n d 1 6 1 5 h r s a n d 
a gun batt le e rupted . T h e SS qu ick ly s u r r o u n d e d the bu i ld ing a n d p o u r e d 
machine-gun fire into it, which k n o c k e d o u t the r a d i o used to c o m m u n i c a t e 
with L o n d o n . For three h o u r s , B o r - K o m o r o w s k i a n d m u c h of his staff were 
pinned d o w n a n d in danger of c a p t u r e , until a K e d y w unit finally arr ived to 
drive off the SS-Polizei . 

M a n y of the enthus ias t ic A K so ld ier s , eager to str ike b a c k at the h a t e d 
occupiers after five years of o p p r e s s i o n , s imply did not w a i t until 1 7 0 0 h r s 
and began a t tack ing targets of o p p o r t u n i t y a h e a d of schedule . T h e upr i s ing 
thus b e g a n as a sput te r ing ser ies of sma l l - s ca l e a t t a c k s ra ther t h a n a s a 
coord ina ted a s sau l t u p o n G e r m a n centres of p o w e r in W a r s a w . By the t ime 

AK troops in Praga on 1 August 
1944. Weapons include wz.28 
automat ic rifles and German 
MG15 machine guns. Despite 
the init ial exuberance, the 
AK uprising in Praga was 
ext inguished in less than four 
days. (Nik Cornish) 
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The first 96 hours of the uprising, 1-4 August 1944 
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1 August 
1 1350hrs: one of the first premature clashes occurs in Zoliborz. 

Many of the AK troops in Zoliborz abandon the district and retreat 
into the nearby woods. 

2 1600hrs: SS-Brigadefuhrer Geibel places his SS-Polizei and security 
forces on full alert. 

3 1615hrs: Bor-Komorowski and his staff establish their headquarters 
in the Kammler Factory but local SS-Polizei detect them and a 
firefight begins. 

4 1700hrs: AK units begin attacks at W-hour. In one of the first attacks, 
Battalion Zoska captures the Umschlagplatz rail loading dock and 
the SS warehouse on Stawki Street. 

5 1700hrs: the AK mounts an attack on the Kierbedzia Bridge with 
the 103rd Company from Praga and an AK battalion from the 
Royal Castle, but the attack is repulsed with heavy losses. 

6 1700hrs: Battalion Konrad attacks the Poniatowski Bridge but 
is repulsed. 

7 171 Ohrs: AK units attack the German garrison in the electrical power 
plant and overrun part of the facility, but the last Germans do not 
surrender until 1200hrs the next day. 

8 1730hrs: Kedyw units capture the St Kinga School on Okopowa 
Street. 

9 1730hrs: Monter and his staff are established in the Victoria Hotel 
on Jasna Street. 

10 1730hrs: Stahel, secure inside the Bruhl Palace, informs Hitler 
about the uprising. 

11 The Gartuch-Gromada unit attacks Okecie Airfield and loses 120 men. 
12 Company Granat attacks the Flakkaserne and loses 100 of its 

120 men. 
13 AK forces in Praga succeed in capturing the railway head office on 

Targowa Street, but most AK units are alerted too late to join in the 
W-Hour attacks and by the time that they are ready, the German 
forces in Praga are on full alert. 

14 Group Krybar attacks the German garrison in Warsaw University, 
but is repulsed. 

15 AK troops fail to capture the bank on Bielanksa Street. However, 
Stahel evacuates the small German garrison on the night of 
3 August and the AK occupies the building the next morning. 

16 The Jelen unit attacks the Gestapo Headquarters and is slaughtered. 
17 Regiment Baszta's Battalion Baltyk attacks the SS-Polizei Barracks 

on Narbutta Street and is repulsed with 30 per cent losses. 
18 The remainder of Regiment Baszta seizes the Krolikarnia Palace. 
19 Evening: the AK attack against the SS-Polizei barracks on 

Narutowicz Square in Ochota fails, thereby preventing a link-up 
with the city centre. The AK district commander retreats with most 
of his troops into the woods to the south, leaving only 300 troops 
to hold two redoubts controlling Aleja Grojecka. 

20 2000hrs: Battalion Kilinski captures the 16-storey Prudential 
Building near Napoleon Square, the tallest building in Warsaw. 

21 Evening: AK forces consolidate in southern Mokotow, but many 
troops retreat south into the woods. 

2 August 
22 Dawn: AK troops in Zoliborz launch an unsuccessful attack on 

Bielany airfield. 
23 The AK captures the State Securities (PWPW) Building and most 

of the Old Town. 
24 The AK occupies the Social Securities (ZUS) Building and 

consolidates its position in Czerniakow. 
25 0800hrs: Battalion Zoska captures two Panther tanks in Wola. 
26 Midday: the AK units' holding positions in the Praga rail yard are 

defeated and the uprising in this district collapses prematurely. 
27 1700hrs: Battalion Kilinski captures the main post office. 

3 August 
28 Battalion Chrobry I captures the Nordwache police station in the 

city centre. 
29 The lead elements of the RONA Kaminski Brigade arrive on the 

outskirts of Ochota. 
30 AK units seize the Postal railway station and part of the Polytechnic 

Institute. 
31 The Germans send a few tanks from the 19. Panzer-Division 

across the Poniatowski Bridge towards the main railway station 
but they encounter numerous barricades and ambushes and 
make little progress. 

32 Polish troops in the Old Town extend their area of control by 
occupying the Blank Palace, the Arsenal and the Mostowski 
Palace. 

33 Night: Battalion Kilinski fights its way into the lower floor of the 
German bastion in the PAST telephone exchange but cannot hold 
the position. 

34 Polish troops and civilians succeed in erecting two barricades across 
Nowy Swiat that blocks this thoroughfare to German traffic. 

4 August 
35 Two Tiger tanks sent into Ochota are knocked out by Kedyw anti­

tank teams. 
36 Kampfgruppe Dirlewanger arrives on the outskirts of Wola. 
37 1400hrs: the first Stuka attack on insurgent positions near the main 

post office. 
38 AK troops expand their control in Zoliborz between Wilson Square 

and Inwalidow Square. 
39 The Germans begin counterinsurgency operations in Mokotow, 

murdering 200 people in the area of Olesinska Street. 
40 Night: first airdrop received of 12 arms containers from the RAF in 

Italy (in western suburbs). 
41 German attacks on outskirts of Zoliborz force AK to abandon worker 

housing area. 

that m o s t A K units turned ou t in force at W-Hour , the G e r m a n s were wa i t ing 
with their f ingers p o i s e d on the tr iggers of their M G 4 2 m a c h i n e g u n s , sa fe 
behind concrete a n d s a n d b a g s . R u s h i n g ou t f r o m bui ldings loca ted near their 
object ives , A K fighters were usua l ly met by a hail of gunfire that quickly shut 
d o w n m o s t a t t acks . Other A K units , such a s Bat ta l ion O d w e t II in M o k o t o w , 
could not act at W - H o u r since they h a d only token a m o u n t s of w e a p o n s . 

T h e b igges t Pol i sh succe s se s o n the first d a y w e r e ach ieved in the O l d 
T o w n , the city centre a n d W o l a . T h e r e w e r e few G e r m a n t r o o p s in the O l d 
T o w n and the A K t roops were able to seize several large bui ld ings , such as the 
State Securities bui ld ing ( P W P W ) , w h i c h were used to a n c h o r the defence . 
N e a r N a p o l e o n S q u a r e , Ba t t a l ion Ki l inski c a p t u r e d the 16-s torey Prudent ia l 
Bu i ld ing , the ta l lest in W a r s a w , a t 2 0 0 0 h r s . E l e m e n t s of B a t t a l i o n Z o s k a 
captured the U m s c h l a g p l a t z rail l o a d i n g d o c k a n d a nearby SS w a r e h o u s e o n 
S tawki Street. S t an i s l aw Lik iernik , w h o w a s p a r t of the a t t a c k , s a id that 'At 
exact ly 5 p . m . w e j u m p e d over the fence at the b a c k of the s tores . We shot 
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several SS m e n d e a d . . . . A y o u n g SS officer w h o survived our initial a s sau l t 
h a d bui l t a b a r r i c a d e of p a c k i n g c a s e s on the first f loor. H e m u s t have 
a m a s s e d a large a m o u n t of a m m u n i t i o n , a s he kept us under a l m o s t cons tant 
f ire . ' 4 Eventually, the K e d y w t r o o p s were able to el iminate this G e r m a n officer 
with h a n d grenades a n d seize the w a r e h o u s e , which conta ined a large number 
of SS c a m o u f l a g e s m o c k s a s wel l a s t o n s o f flour, s u g a r a n d cerea l s . T h e 
K e d y w t r o o p s quickly d o n n e d the c a p t u r e d SS s m o c k s a n d the cap tured food 
s tocks were d i s t r ibuted to c ivi l ians . 

In Powis le distr ict , a l o n g the Vi s tu la , the A K h a d recruited 2 3 employees 
of the electr ical p o w e r p l a n t a n d these m e n h a d s n u c k w e a p o n s a n d 
e x p l o s i v e s into the facility. Ge ibe l re in forced the G e r m a n g a r r i s o n at the 
p l an t to 1 0 0 SS-Pol izei , but they were u n a w a r e of the A K presence ins ide. 
A t 1 7 1 0 h r s , the A K soldiers led by K a p i t a n S tan i s l aw Skibniewski (Cubryna) 
d e t o n a t e d exp lo s ive s under one of the m a i n bui ld ings to s tun the G e r m a n s 
a n d they qu ick ly i s o l a t e d t h e m in a few b a r r i c a d e d a r e a s of the p lant . By 
n o o n the n e x t day , the A K h a d secured the p o w e r p l a n t after suffering 
1 7 kil led a n d 2 7 w o u n d e d . G e r m a n los ses were 2 0 killed a n d 78 captured . 
T h e seizure of the p o w e r p l an t p r o v i d e d electricity to W a r s a w for a m o n t h 
a n d kep t the A K ' s w e a p o n s factor ies o p e r a t i o n a l . 

S ince the A K l e a d e r s h i p h o p e d to fly in re in forcement s a n d suppl ie s 
f r o m L o n d o n , the A K a t t e m p t e d to seize b o t h O k e c i e a n d Bielany airfields. 
O k e c i e Air f ie ld w a s d e f e n d e d by 8 0 0 L u f t w a f f e t r o o p s , e q u i p p e d with 
2 0 m m flak g u n s . H o p e l e s s l y o u t n u m b e r e d a n d o u t g u n n e d , the 7th Infantry 
R e g i m e n t G a r l u c h a t t a c k e d O k e c i e Airfield a n d lost 1 2 0 men . A n a t tack on 
Bie lany a l s o fa i led . T h e G r a n a t C o m p a n y a t t a c k e d the F l a k k a s e r n e of the 
Luftwaf fe ' s F l a k - R e g i m e n t 8 0 s o u t h of the city a n d lost over 1 0 0 of its 1 2 0 
m e n in the fai led a s s au l t . In n e a r b y O c h o t a district , the 8 0 0 A K t r o o p s failed 
to seize the SS-Pol izei b a r r a c k s in N a r u t o w i c z S q u a r e a n d were u n a b l e to 
e s tab l i sh a direct l ink wi th other res is tance-held a reas in the city centre. A s 
night fell, the district A K c o m m a n d e r dec ided to t ake m o s t of his t r o o p s into 
the w o o d s to the s o u t h , leaving only a b o u t 3 0 0 t r o o p s in t w o r e d o u b t s on 
K a l i s k a Street a n d W a w e l s k a Street. 

4 Norman Davies, Rising '44, pp. 250. 



M o n t e r tried to decapi ta te the G e r m a n leadership in W a r s a w with a t t acks 
o n their m a i n h e a d q u a r t e r s in the po l i ce d i s t r ic t w e s t of L a z i e n k i P a r k , 
but the a t tack ing forces were far t o o w e a k to succeed . T h e r e were t w o SS 
rep lacement b a t t a l i o n s wi th over 1 , 4 0 0 t r o o p s in the S t a u f e r h a s e r n e o n 
R a k o w i e c k a Street, a s well a s five Tiger, o n e Panther a n d four P z K p f w IV 
tanks f rom the W i k i n g a n d T o t e n k o p f d i v i s i o n s . T h e J e l e n unit shel led 
G e s t a p o h e a d q u a r t e r s wi th a c o u p l e of h o m e - m a d e m o r t a r s , which forced 
Geibel to seek shelter in the b a s e m e n t , bu t w h e n the Pol i sh a s s a u l t g r o u p s 
left cover to a s s au l t the bui ld ing they w e r e virtual ly w i p e d ou t by a u t o m a t i c 
w e a p o n s fire. R e g i m e n t B a s z t a , o n e of the bes t units in the A K , w a s 
c o m m i t t e d to seize the SS-Pol ize i B a r r a c k s o n N a r b u t t a Street , b u t its 
Bat ta l ion Bal tyk suffered near ly 3 0 per cent lo s ses w h e n it a t t a c k e d the well-
fortified SS t r o o p s . T h e G e r m a n s a l so succeeded in hold ing all three te lephone 
exchanges in Warsaw, which greatly hindered Monter ' s c o m m a n d and control 
by prevent ing him f rom us ing the st i l l-functional p h o n e sys tem. M a n y of the 
G e r m a n facilit ies in W a r s a w w e r e p u t u n d e r s iege , but the A K l a c k e d the 
strength to reduce them. 

However , the b igges t Pol i sh fa i lure on the first d a y w a s the inabil i ty to 
seize any of the br idges over the Vi s tu la River. O b e r l e u t n a n t K a r l Eymer ' s 
2 . K o m p a n i e of P ioniere-Bata i l lon 6 5 4 h a d just f inished p lac ing demol i t ion 
charges on the four Vi s tu la River br idges w h e n the upr i s ing b e g a n . E y m e r 
h a d a 2 7 - m a n p l a t o o n s t a t i o n e d o n the K i e r b e d z i a Br idge a n d a 2 9 - m a n 
p l a t o o n on the P o n i a t o w s k i Br idge . M u c h of the Pol ish p l a n for seizing the 
four V i s tu l a b r idge s res ted wi th the 6 , 5 0 0 A K t r o o p s in P r a g a , bu t these 
h a d been a m o n g the last to receive w o r d of the upr i s ing a n d were the least 
r e a d y for a c t i o n at W-Hour . P o d p u l k o w n i k A n t o n i Z u r o w s k i ( H u b e r ) , in 
charge of the A K t r o o p s in P r a g a , w a s able only to m o u n t w e a k a t t a c k s o n 
the K ierbedz ia a n d P o n i a t o w s k i br idges . T h e 1 0 3 r d A K c o m p a n y a t t a c k e d 
the eas t end of the K i e r b e d z i a B r i d g e at 1 7 0 0 h r s whi le B a t t a l i o n B o n c z a , 

Polish civilians began 
construct ing barricades on 
all the major streets on the 
second day of the upris ing. 
Much of the batt le revolved 
around German efforts to 
b reak th rough the barricades 
and Polish efforts to defend 
and rebui ld t hem. (Author's 
collection) 
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Bor (second f rom left) meet ing 
w i th Radoslaw (second f rom 
right) in Wola on the first or 
second day of the upris ing. 
Bor chose to retain a very 
low-key persona for much 
of the batt le and wore a 
mil i tary un i form on only a few 
occasions. (Author's collection) 

a s s e m b l i n g in the ruins of the R o y a l C a s t l e , a t t e m p t e d to a t tack the wes t side 
of the br idge . Z u r o w s k i ' s m e n h a d to c ro s s o p e n g r o u n d to get on the bridge 
a p p r o a c h e s a n d they were quick ly spo t ted by the G e r m a n p ioneer s , w h o h a d 
sentries m o u n t e d in the twin t o w e r s at each end . T h e G e r m a n p ioneers laid 
d o w n a h e a v y b a r r a g e of M G 4 2 m a c h i n e - g u n fire on the e x p o s e d Pol i sh 
t r o o p s , hi t t ing m a n y a n d dr iv ing the o ther s b a c k under cover. A l t h o u g h 
Z u r o w s k i ' s t r o o p s h a d s o m e a u t o m a t i c rifles, they cou ld not hit the G e r m a n 
defenders , w h o were under cover. T h e 1 0 3 r d C o m p a n y lost 4 2 m e n a n d the 
ba t t a l ion a t t ack ing f r o m the R o y a l Ca s t l e w a s a l so p u s h e d b a c k with heavy 
lo s se s , ending the chances for the A K to c a p t u r e either br idge . Further south , 
Ba t t a l ion K o n r a d a t t a c k e d the eas t s ide of the P o n i a t o w s k i Br idge but w a s 
a l s o bea ten b a c k wi th heavy lo s se s . N o t only were Z u r o w s k i ' s m e n unable 
to a c c o m p l i s h their p r i m a r y m i s s i o n of seizing the Vis tula River br idges , but 
their upris ing in Praga w a s quickly crushed. By chance , the Fallschirm-Panzer-
D i v i s i o n 1 ' H e r m a n n G o r i n g ' s s e c o n d Panzer b a t t a l i o n a n d other units 
de t ra in ing in Praga ' s E a s t e r n tra in s ta t ion were pres sed into act ion aga ins t 
the loca l insurgent s . After suffering heavy losses a n d seeing a s t rong display 
o f G e r m a n mi l i t a ry m i g h t a t the o u t s e t , m o s t of the A K t r o o p s in P r a g a 
dec ided either to g o b a c k under cover or to leave the city. 

F r o m the b e g i n n i n g of the u p r i s i n g , the A K so ld ier s were jo ined by 
t h o u s a n d s of Polish civil ians, w h o helped to build street barr icades and round 
u p i solated G e r m a n s . However , Pol ish efforts to construct effective barr icades 
were hindered by G e r m a n roo f top snipers and machine-gun teams , w h o m a d e 
m o v i n g a r o u n d on o p e n streets very d a n g e r o u s . Individual G e r m a n a r m o u r e d 
vehicles m o v e d u p a n d d o w n Aleje J e r o z o l i m s k i e , machine-gunning anything 
that m o v e d . By the end of the first day, a s the sun set at 2 0 4 4 h r s , the A K h a d 
achieved virtual ly n o n e of its ob ject ives in Warsaw. A l t h o u g h A K units h a d 
seized subs tant i a l c h u n k s of the O l d T o w n , S rodmiesc ie (city centre) a n d the 
W o l a s u b u r b s , few a r e a s were really secure or l inked together. A K units in 
M o k o t o w were i so la ted a n d the units in Z o l i b o r z o p t e d to leave the city and 
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Soldiers f rom Battalion Zoska 
pose atop one of the captured 
Panther tanks after it was used 
to attack the guard towers at 
the Gesiowka prison camp. 
(US Holocaust Museum, 80911) 

r e g r o u p in the K a m p i n o s F o r e s t . T h o s e bu i ld ing s tha t h a d been c a p t u r e d 
w e r e useful for bu i ld ing Pol i sh m o r a l e , but c o n t r i b u t e d little to victory. 
F u r t h e r m o r e , Pol ish c o m m a n d a n d contro l o n the first d a y w a s awful , wi th 
B o r - K o m o r o w s k i o u t of c o n t a c t a t W - H o u r a n d M o n t e r ' s h e a d q u a r t e r s 
unable to c o m m u n i c a t e with any of its s u b o r d i n a t e units . 

Secure inside the Bruhl Pa lace , Stahel in formed Hitler at 1 7 3 0 h r s a b o u t the 
beginning of the upris ing, but early reports were sketchy. As m o r e informat ion 
c a m e in, indicating a ci tywide upr i s ing , Stahel d e m a n d e d reinforcements f rom 
Vormann ' s 9 . A O K , but there were few reserves ava i l ab le . V o r m a n n w a s ab le 
to scrape up S icherungs-Reg iment 6 0 8 , E i s b . Panzerzug 7 5 a n d the 8 0 0 - m a n 
rep lacement b a t t a l i o n f r o m the Fa l l s ch i rm-Panzer -Div i s ion 1 ' H e r m a n n 
Gor ing ' to reinforce key points a r o u n d Warsaw, but he h a d no forces avai lable 
for ser ious countera t t acks . After w a t c h i n g the Luf twaf fe a n d the Heer p r o v e 
unable or unwil l ing to c rush the revol t , Hi t ler turned to H i m m l e r a n d the 
SS to suppres s the W a r s a w Upr i s ing . Ear ly o n 2 A u g u s t , Bach w a s a p p o i n t e d 
c o m m a n d e r of the SS forces o p e r a t i n g a g a i n s t W a r s a w . Re ine fa r th w a s 
ordered to r o u n d up several SS units in Posen a n d proceed directly to W o l a . 
D i r l e w a n g e r a n d K a m i n s k i ' s R O N A w e r e a l s o o r d e r e d to send s t r o n g 
Kampfgruppen to Warsaw. 

O n the first d a y of the u p r i s i n g it w a s e s t i m a t e d that the A K suf fered 
a b o u t 2 , 0 0 0 casua l t ies - a b o u t 10 per cent of the force it c o m m i t t e d . Stahel 
es t imated that he h a d lost 5 0 0 - 6 0 0 m e n o n the first day. G e r m a n mater i a l 
c a p t u r e d by the A K inc luded s ix h o w i t z e r s , seven m o r t a r s , t w o a n t i - t a nk 
guns , 2 7 Panzer faus te , 13 heavy a n d 5 7 l ight m a c h i n e g u n s , 3 7 3 rifles a n d 
103 p i s to l s . Whi le the a m o u n t of a m m u n i t i o n c a p t u r e d w a s not l a rge , the 
addi t iona l mac h ine guns great ly increased Pol i sh defensive capabi l i t i e s . 

It b e g a n ra in ing o n the evening of 1 A u g u s t a n d s ca t t e red s h o w e r s 
cont inued the next day. A r o u n d 0 9 0 0 h r s , B o r - K o m o r o w s k i w a s ab le to re­
establish rad io contact with L o n d o n a n d in formed the government- in-exi le of 
the upris ing . D u r i n g the night , M o n t e r h a d used cour ier s to reorgan ize his 
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LEFT 
A blocking detachment of 
Polish soldiers f rom the elite 
Battalion Zoska stand watch 
near the Gesiowka prison 
camp on 5 August 1944. (US 
Holocaust Museum, 80908) 

RIGHT 
The Prudential Bui lding as 
seen f rom Napoleon Square on 
17 August 1944. The bui ld ing 
has already received a direct 
hit f rom artil lery, but has not 
burned yet. By the end of the 
batt le, the bu i ld ing wou ld be 
a twis ted wreck of concrete 
and steel. (Warsaw Uprising 
Museum, MPW-IN/2996) 

scat tered forces a n d ordered t h e m to cont inue a t t acks . In contra s t , Stahel did 
little to help his n u m e r o u s encircled g a r r i s o n s a n d w a s content to a w a i t help 
f r o m out s ide the city. T h e rest o f O l d T o w n w a s l iberated on the second day 
of the upr i s ing a n d Ba t t a l ion Ki l inski , led by former cava l ry officer K a p i t a n 
H e n r y k R o y c e w i c z (Le l iwa) m a n a g e d to c a p t u r e the m a i n p o s t office by 
1 7 0 0 h r s . T h e G e r m a n s los t 2 3 ki l led a n d 5 7 c a p t u r e d , a s well a s l a rge 
quant i t i e s of w e a p o n s . T w o G e r m a n a r m o u r e d c a r s a n d a H e t z e r t ank 
des t royer were d a m a g e d by M o l o t o v cockta i l s a n d c a p t u r e d ; the Hetzer w a s 
i n c o r p o r a t e d into a street b a r r i c a d e near the p o s t office. However , a renewed 
a t t ack o n Bie lany Airf ield w a s a l s o dr iven off. 

T h e elite K e d y w units under P u l k o w n i k J a n M a z u r k i e w i c z ( R a d o s l a w ) 
actual ly p l ayed relatively little role in the first d a y s of the upris ing , since m o s t 
of the b a t t a l i o n s w e r e p o s i t i o n e d a r o u n d Bor ' s h e a d q u a r t e r s in the north­
w e s t s u b u r b s of the city. O n the other h a n d , the K e d y w units did not suffer 
heavy los ses at W - H o u r a n d h a d over 2 4 h o u r s to a s s e m b l e in relative peace . 
O n the m o r n i n g of 2 A u g u s t , loca l SS c o m m a n d e r s ordered several Panther 
t a n k s f r o m I /Panzer-Regiment 2 7 , 1 9 . Panzer-Divi s ion , that h a d been under 
repa i r in w e s t e r n W a r s a w to b r e a k t h r o u g h the Pol i sh bar r i cades in Wola 
a n d clear a w a y to the Bruhl Pa l ace . With negligible infantry s u p p o r t , these 
t a n k s a d v a n c e d bl indly into the K e d y w s t rongho ld a l o n g O k o p o w a Street. 
A r o u n d 0 8 0 0 h r s , t w o Panthers a t t a c k e d the bar r i cade on K a r o l k o w a Street, 
which w a s de fended by the 2 n d C o m p a n y of Ba t ta l ion Z o s k a . T h e s e K e d y w 
t r o o p s were e q u i p p e d with c a p t u r e d Panzer faus te as well a s Bri t i sh-suppl ied 
P I A T ant i - t ank l a u n c h e r s , G a m m o n g r e n a d e s a n d i m p r o v i s e d e x p l o s i v e s . 
O n e Panther w a s hit on the turret by either a PIAT or Panzer faus te a n d the 
c r e w p a n i c k e d w h e n they rea l i zed tha t the Poles h a d ant i - t ank w e a p o n s . 
M e a n w h i l e , the s e c o n d Panther w a s a t t acked with M o l o t o v cockta i l s a n d a 
lucky hit on the v i s ion slit b l inded the driver. B o t h crews a b a n d o n e d their 
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vehicles a n d were c a p t u r e d . Ba t t a l ion Z o s k a n o w h a d t w o relatively intact 
Panther t anks , which were quickly p re s sed into service flying Pol i sh c o l o u r s . 

Already frustrated by the scale a n d a u d a c i t y of the Pol i sh a t t a c k s , the SS 
began to m a k e reprisa ls aga ins t Pol ish civi l ians . Geibel o rdered the execut ion 
of all 6 0 0 Polish pr i soners in the ho ld ing cells o f G e s t a p o h e a d q u a r t e r s a n d 
an SS-Polizei unit m u r d e r e d d o z e n s of c iv i l ians wi th h a n d g r e n a d e s a t a 
nearby Je su i t seminary. O u t s i d e W a r s a w , H i m m l e r g a v e order s for G e n e r a l 
brygady R o w e c k i to be executed at S a c h s e n h a u s e n concentra t ion c a m p . 

By the third d a y of the upr i s ing , Pol ish a t t acks were beginning to taper off 
because of d w i n d l i n g a m m u n i t i o n supp l i e s . Sma l l g r o u p s of A L a n d N S Z 
fighters jo ined the A K in the upr i s ing a n d M o n t e r n o w h a d p e r h a p s 3 0 , 0 0 0 
f ighters , a l t h o u g h the w e a p o n s s i tuat ion w a s still a b y s m a l . T h e only m a j o r 
successes for the res i s tance on 3 A u g u s t w a s the cap ture of the N o r d w a c h e 
po l ice s t a t i on in the centra l S r o d m i e s c i e dis tr ict by B a t t a l i o n C h r o b r y I 
(Valiant) a n d the o c c u p a t i o n of the a b a n d o n e d N a t i o n a l B a n k . T h e G e r m a n s 
were able to p u s h a few t a n k s f r o m 1 9 . Panzer-Divi s ion d o w n the m a i n Ale je 
J e r o z o l i m s k i e f rom the P o n i a t o w s k i Br idge , but their a d v a n c e w a s h indered 
by frequent a m b u s h e s a n d obs tac le s . With plenty of l abour avai lable a n d only 
l imited G e r m a n activity, the Po les spent m u c h o f the d a y i m p r o v i n g their 
barr icades to deny the use of the m a i n r o a d s to G e r m a n armour . 

M e a n w h i l e , G e r m a n reinforcements f rom Posen were detraining at Blonie , 
2 3 k m west of W a r s a w , a n d m o v i n g t o w a r d s the city. O n 4 A u g u s t , the lead 
e lements of E i n s a t z g r u p p e G r u p p e n f i i h r e r R e i n e f a r t h b e g a n to arr ive o n 
the edge of Wola a n d O c h o t a , but s ince he h a d only 1 ,000 t r o o p s with h im 
Reinefarth decided to wai t until the next d a y before launching a m a j o r a t tack . 
However , Reinefar th ' s t r o o p s d id beg in r o u n d i n g u p a n d execut ing Pol i sh 
civil ians in the s u b u r b s , in a c c o r d a n c e wi th Hit ler ' s o r d e r s . Odd ly , a loca l 
G e r m a n c o m m a n d e r dec ided to test the defences in O c h o t a by sending t w o 
Tiger I t anks reta ined f rom 3. SS-Panzer-Div i s ion ' T o t e n k o p f to p r o b e the 

Polish AK officers interrogat ing 
Major Max Dirske on 18 August 
1944. Unlike the Germans, the 
Poles treated all but SS captives 
according to the Geneva 
Convent ion. SS prisoners were 
usually summari ly executed. 
(Warsaw Uprising Museum, 
MPW-IN/2224) 



bar r i cade s . O n c e a g a i n , the K e d y w units d e m o n s t r a t e d the futility of sending 
t a n k s into an u r b a n a rea w i t h o u t infantry s u p p o r t - one Tiger w a s kno cked 
o u t wi th a P a n z e r f a u s t a n d the o ther w a s a b a n d o n e d after a near mi s s . 
H o w e v e r , the Luf twaf fe a l so m a d e its first a p p e a r a n c e over W a r s a w since the 
upr i s ing b e g a n , us ing a few S t u k a s to b o m b the area a r o u n d the p o s t office 
in the city centre a r o u n d 1 4 0 0 h r s . R e c o g n i z i n g that a G e r m a n countera t tack 
w a s i m m i n e n t , M o n t e r o r d e r e d the A K uni t s in W a r s a w to revert to the 
defence in order to conserve a m m u n i t i o n , a l though the siege of buildings such 
as the P A S T te lephone exchange cont inued. T h a t night, the resistance received 
its first d r o p of suppl ies f rom the Polish s q u a d r o n in Brindis i , which delivered 
1 2 c o n t a i n e r s w i th PIATs a n d l ight m a c h i n e g u n s . In W o l a , P u l k o w n i k 
M a z u r k i e w i c z h a d g r o u p e d a b o u t 1 ,600 m e n f r o m his K e d y w units into 
G r o u p R a d o s l a w to defend the area with his best t r o o p s a n d w e a p o n s , but 
his left f l ank in O c h o t a w a s only l ightly d e f e n d e d . After severa l d a y s of 
t ang l ing wi th i so la ted pol ice units , the A K w o u l d n o w have to face the fury 
of o r g a n i z e d G e r m a n c o u n t e r a t t a c k s , s u p p o r t e d by a r m o u r a n d S t u k a s . 

GUDERIAN'S COUNTERATTACK, 1-5 AUGUST 
T h e G e r m a n countera t t ack aga ins t the Soviet 2 n d T a n k A r m y near R a d z y m i n 
began at 0 6 0 0 h r s on 1 A u g u s t - 11 hours before the W a r s a w Upri s ing began . 
Guder ian ' s intent w a s to use Genera l von Saucken ' s X X X I X Panzer K o r p s in 
Praga a n d the newly formed IV SS-Panzer K o r p s under SS-Obergruppenfi ihrer 
Gil le to l aunch a pincer a t t ack between W o l o m i n a n d Su lezowsk to cut off 
the Soviet 3 r d T a n k C o r p s . Whi le G u d e r i a n ' s p l a n cal led for four Panzer 
d iv i s ions , only par t s of the Fal l schirm-Panzer-Divis ion 1 ' H e r m a n n G o r i n g ' 
a n d 5 . SS-Panzer-Divis ion 'Wiking ' were in p lace by the m o r n i n g of 1 Augus t . 
G u d e r i a n ordered V o r m a n n to begin the a t tack anyway, with the 4 . and 19 . 
Panzer divis ions jo ining the countera t t ack over the next few d a y s . T h e 2 n d 
T a n k A r m y shifted to the defensive just before Guder i an ' s countera t t ack 

The soldier in the street is 
overwatching whi le the rest 
of his squad dashes across 
the street. (HITM Archives) 

German infantry f igh t ing 
their way towards the Saxon 
Gardens on 6-7 August 1944. 
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1. The Soviet 8th Guards Army has established 
a bridgehead across the Vistula River at Magnuszew. 
The German 9. AOK has no significant units in the vicinity. 

2. Guderian orders the 4. Panzer-Division to march to 
join the counterattack near Radzymin. 

3. 19. Panzer-Division is detraining north of Radzymin. 
4. 3. SS-Panzer-Division 'Totenkopf' conducts a probing 

attack into the eastern flank of the 8th Guards Tank Corps on 
31 July 1944. 

5. 5. SS-Panzer-Division 'Wiking' and the Hermann Goring 
Panzer-Division attack the 8th GuardsTank Corps from both 
sides on the morning of 1 August 1944. 

6. Rokossovsky orders two rifle corps from the 47th Army to 
reinforce the 2nd Tank Army, which has shifted to the defence. 

7. 9. AOU orders Grenadier-Brigade 1132 to march to 
the Magnuszew bridgehead, while 4. Panzer-Armee sends 
other units from the south. 



b e g a n , but its three corps were spread out and had 
little infantry suppor t . Fal lschirm-Panzer-Divis ion 1 
' H e r m a n n G o r i n g ' a t t a c k e d the 8th G u a r d T a n k s 
C o r p s f rom the west with a regiment, while 'Wiking' 
s truck it f rom the east with 1 7 J a g d p a n z e r IV tank 
des t royer s . G iven the smal l scale of the G e r m a n 
a t t a c k i n g forces , only seven Soviet t anks were 
des troyed on the first d a y of the counterat tack and 
n o g r o u n d w a s lost . Fur thermore , the diversion of 
p a r t of ' H e r m a n G o r i n g ' s Panzer regiment a n d 
'Wiking's reconnai s sance bat ta l ion to deal with the 
upr i s ing in P r a g a further w e a k e n e d the G e r m a n 
countera t tack . 

Par t s of 4 . a n d 1 9 . Panzer d iv i s ions began 
reaching the front north of W o l o m i n on 2 Augus t , 
but only Wiking m a d e any a t t acks that day. Ra iny 
w e a t h e r dur ing 1-4 A u g u s t further h indered the 
G e r m a n d e p l o y m e n t schedule . It w a s not until 
3 A u g u s t tha t G u d e r i a n h a d the bu lk of his four 
Panzer divis ions in p lace , with a b o u t 1 7 4 tanks and 
a s s a u l t g u n s , to m o u n t a ser ious counte ra t t ack . 
H o w e v e r , by this t ime the 2 n d T a n k A r m y h a d 
re inforced its defences to the extent that a pincer 
a t t ack w a s n o longer pract ica l a n d Guder i an had to 
settle for a concentric a t tack on the 3rd Tank C o r p s ' 
sa l ient a r o u n d W o l o m i n . In t w o d a y s of heavy 
f ighting, the G e r m a n s des t royed a b o u t 1 0 0 Soviet 

t a n k s a n d p u s h e d the 3rd T a n k C o r p s out of W o l o m i n , but once it b e c a m e 
clear that this bat t le w o u l d not result in a m a j o r o p e r a t i o n a l t r i u m p h , 
G u d e r i a n ca l led off the c o u n t e r a t t a c k on 5 A u g u s t . Soviet s t rength in this 
sector w a s n o w increas ing, wi th the arrival of t w o rifle corps to reinforce the 
2 n d T a n k Army. Ins tead , G u d e r i a n o p t ed to leave 4 . Panzer-Divis ion a n d 7 3 . 
Infanter ie-Div i s ion to de fend P r a g a , whi le the ' H e r m a n n G o r i n g ' a n d 1 9 . 
Panzer-divisions were sent south to countera t tack the M a g n u s z e w bridgehead. 

A l t h o u g h Stal in c l a i m e d that G u d e r i a n ' s c o u n t e r a t t a c k h a d t h r o w n the 
R e d A r m y b a c k ' 2 0 0 k i l o m e t r e s ' a n d infl icted heavy l o s s e s , this w a s a 
de l iberate lie. T h e 2 n d T a n k A r m y lost 1 1 6 of its 6 7 9 remain ing t anks a n d 
a s s a u l t g u n s d u r i n g 1-6 A u g u s t a n d its 3 r d T a n k C o r p s h a d been p u s h e d 
b a c k 2 0 k m , but the bulk of its c o m b a t p o w e r w a s still intact. Personnel losses 
were only 2 , 2 0 0 ou t of a n initial s trength of a b o u t 3 5 , 0 0 0 t r o o p s . Guder ian ' s 
c o u n t e r a t t a c k h a d n o t even affected the 16th T a n k C o r p s , which still held 
its p o s i t i o n seven k i lometres south-eas t of P r a g a . Guder ian ' s countera t t ack 
h a d fa i led to h a r m the Sov ie t a r m o u r e d s p e a r h e a d ser ious ly or to p u s h it 
b a c k f r o m W a r s a w . Never the le s s , on 7 A u g u s t Stal in ordered the S t a v k a to 
w i t h d r a w the 2 n d T a n k A r m y f r o m the W a r s a w front a n d to redeploy it to 
the s o u t h , leaving only infantry div i s ions to observe the G e r m a n s in P r a g a . 
Even if fuel s h o r t a g e s h a d s u s p e n d e d the Soviet t ank drive on W a r s a w , Soviet 
artil lery a n d air p o w e r c o u l d have been used to s u p p o r t the A K if directed by 
Stal in. Ins tead , the unsuccess fu l G e r m a n countera t t ack at W o l o m i n w a s used 
a s a n e x c u s e to d o n o t h i n g to help the insurgents in W a r s a w for over one 
m o n t h , ind ica t ing tha t Sov ie t a c t i o n s w e r e dr iven m o r e by pol i t ica l than 
mil i tary c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . 



THE WOLA MASSACRE, 5-6 AUGUST 
By the m o r n i n g of 5 A u g u s t , Re ine far th h a d a s s e m b l e d a l m o s t 5 , 0 0 0 t r o o p s 
in the suburbs ad j acent to Wola a n d O c h o t a a n d he intended to p u n c h a hole 
through the thin Pol i sh crus t defences in o r d e r to c lear a ro u t e to l ink u p 
with Stahel 's t r a p p e d forces in the Bruhl P a l a c e . H o w e v e r , Re ine fa r th w a s 
not a tra ined tact ic ian a n d he m a d e the beg inner ' s m i s t a k e of spl i t t ing his 
l imited forces into four u n c o o r d i n a t e d a s s a u l t g r o u p s a n d tried to l a u n c h a 
b r o a d f ront a s s a u l t m o v i n g f r o m w e s t t o e a s t . H e d id benef i t f r o m s o m e 
limited air s u p p o r t a n d a few t a n k s a n d a s s a u l t g u n s on l o a n f r o m 9. A O K , 
but his units w e r e a h o t c h p o t c h of of f icer c a d e t s , L u f t w a f f e , SS-Pol ize i , 
A z e r b a i j a n i s , R u s s i a n s a n d G e r m a n c o n v i c t s . R e i n e f a r t h a l s o e m p l o y e d a 
n u m b e r of Volksdeutsche w h o lived in the W o l a a r e a to in fo rm h im a b o u t 
the loca t ion of A K defences . M e a n w h i l e , M o n t e r a n d R a d o s l a w h a d p o o r l y 
d e p l o y e d the best A K t r o o p s in this a r e a , w i t h five K e d y w b a t t a l i o n s 
defending the a rea a r o u n d B o r - K o m o r o w s k i ' s h e a d q u a r t e r s , but only w e a k 
local units to ho ld the southern a p p r o a c h e s in W o l a a n d O c h o t a . T h o u s a n d s 
of A K t r o o p s were ava i l ab le a few miles a w a y in the city centre , but p o o r 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s m a d e it a l m o s t i m p o s s i b l e for M o n t e r to shift any to W o l a 
to help s tem the G e r m a n o n s l a u g h t . 

At 0 8 0 0 h r s , Reinefar th ' s a t t ack b e g a n with Luf twaf fe a ircraft d r o p p i n g 
incendiary b o m b s o n W o l a , se t t ing m a n y h o u s e s a l ight . T h e n O b e r s t 
Schmidt ' s S i cherungs-Reg iment 6 0 8 s t epped off on the left, m o v i n g t o w a r d s 
the J e w i s h C e m e t e r y a n d the K a m m l e r Fac to ry . In the centre , a 5 0 0 - m a n 
pol ice g r o u p f o r m e d f rom three m o t o r i z e d pol ice c o m p a n i e s a d v a n c e d into 
Wola on the north s ide of W o l s k a Street. O n the r ight , D i r l ewanger a d v a n c e d 
on the south s ide of W o l s k a Street wi th his t w o ba t t a l ions a n d an a t t ached 
A z e r b a i j a n i b a t t a l i o n m o v i n g para l l e l o n s ide s t reet s . M o s t W e h r m a c h t 
regular units were held b a c k in reserve , s ince this w a s to be an SS-run ' special 
ac t ion ' . T h e 1 , 7 0 0 - m a n R O N A Kampfgruppe under M a j o r Yuri F r o l o v w a s 
a l so s u p p o s e d to a t t ack O c h o t a a t the s a m e t ime , but this undisc ip l ined unit 

The Wehrmacht sent every 
available soldier f rom its 
t ra in ing units in Posen to fo rm 
Kampfgruppe Reck. A l though 
heavily armed, these young 
recruits were only part ly 
t rained and unready for urban 
combat . (HUM Archives) 
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German counterattack in Wola and Ochota, 5-6 August 1944 

Sicherungs-Regiment 608 attacks towards the Kammler 
Factory but is stopped cold by Group Radoslaw. 
Three companies of motorized police advance into Wola 
but make little progress. 
Dirlewangers Kampfgruppe advances up Wolska Street 
and outflanks the PPS barricade. 
After dispersing the local Polish resistance forces, 
Dirlewanger's troops massacre civilians along 
Wolska Street. 
0930hrs, 5 August: RONA makes minor advance into Ochota 
then abandons mission in favour of pillaging. 
1400hrs, 5 August: one company of Battalion Zoska 
launches successful attack on Gesiowka prison camp. 
1000hrs, 6 August: Dirlewanger's Kampfgruppe resumes 
the attack in Wola, advancing along Elektoralna Street. 
1700hrs, 6 August: Dirlewanger's I. Bataillon links up with 
the encircled German garrison in the Saxon Gardens. 
Evening, 6 August: Bor decides to evacuate the 
Kammler Factory. 
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did not join in the a t tack for t w o m o r e h o u r s . R a d o s l a w ' s K e d y w t r o o p s near 
the J ewi sh Cemetery badly shot u p Schmidt ' s security t r o o p s a n d forced t h e m 
to retreat to their s tart ing pos i t ions . N o r d id the pol ice g r o u p d o m u c h better. 
However , D i r l e w a n g e r ' s t r o o p s w e r e a b l e to a d v a n c e 2 , 5 0 0 m u p W o l s k a 
Street before they encountered the first b a r r i c a d e , which w a s de fended by a 
p o o r l y a r m e d P o l s k a Par t i a S o c j a l i s t y c z n a (Pol i sh Soc ia l i s t Party, PPS) 
p l a toon . T h e SS t r o o p s easi ly b y p a s s e d the b a r r i c a d e by us ing a s ide street 
then at tacked the defenders f rom behind, scat ter ing them. While Polish sniper 
fire caused pol ice units to m o v e very caut ious ly , D i r l e w a n g e r w a s ob l iv ious 
to losses a m o n g his o w n t r o o p s a n d a d v a n c e d wi th g rea t relish. 

D i r l e w a n g e r h a d been p e r s o n a l l y o r d e r e d by H i m m l e r to use terror to 
break the m o r a l e of the insurgents a n d the s u b u r b s of Wola were his ob jec t 
l e s son . SS t r o o p s w e n t f r o m d o o r t o door , r o u s t i n g o u t all c iv i l ians a n d 
then setting the bui ld ings af ire . N o one w a s e x e m p t - Di r lewanger ' s t r o o p s 
r o u n d e d up every m a n , w o m a n a n d child a l o n g a one-k i lometre stretch of 
W o l s k a Street . M a n y c iv i l ians w e r e s h o t o n the s p o t , bu t there w e r e s o 
m a n y that Reinefar th o rdered t h e m sent to the rear for execut ion since they 
were gett ing in the w a y of the mil i tary m i s s i o n of p u s h i n g t o w a r d s Stahel . 
T h o u s a n d s of civi l ians were herded w e s t w a r d s , w h e r e they were executed in 
the yard of the U r s u s Factory. Watching these c o l u m n s of civi l ians, Reinefarth 
l a m e n t e d tha t , ' this is o u r b igge s t p r o b l e m . T h e s e re fugees ! I d o n ' t h a v e 
e n o u g h a m m u n i t i o n to kill them al l ! ' D i r lewanger ' s t r o o p s then went on a 
r a m p a g e t h r o u g h the hosp i ta l s in W o l a , m u r d e r i n g 5 0 0 staff a n d pat ients at 
the Wola H o s p i t a l on P locka Street a n d 6 0 0 at St L a z a r u s ' H o s p i t a l . 

In O c h o t a , Fro lov ' s R O N A unit finally b e g a n a d v a n c i n g a r o u n d 0 9 3 0 h r s . 
Desp i te the fact that it h a d a r m o u r s u p p o r t a n d there w e r e fewer than 3 0 0 
lightly a r m e d Poles in this sector, F ro lov ' s unit bare ly a d v a n c e d 3 0 0 m o n 
5 Augus t . Instead, the R O N A t roops spent m o s t of their effort loot ing , getting 
drunk , m u r d e r i n g civi l ians a n d rap ing Pol ish w o m e n . T h e R O N A t r o o p s did 
not even bother a t t a c k i n g the A K - h e l d K a l i s k a a n d W a w e l s k a r e d o u b t s in 
O c h o t a , which b l o c k e d acces s to the Aleje J e r o z o l i m s k i e . In s tead , their m a i n 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t of the d a y w a s m u r d e r i n g m o s t of the staff a n d pa t ient s at 
the M a r i a Cur ie S k l o d o w s k a R a d i u m Institute. Andrze j U l a n k i e w i c z , p a r t o f 
a p l a t o o n f rom Ba t t a l i on P a r a s o l defending the W a w e l s k a r e d o u b t s a i d , 'We 
witnessed pe op le be ing d o u s e d with ga so l ine a n d burned al ive in the p a r k of 
the R a d i u m Institute at W a w e l s k a Street. We real ized that w e m u s t fight to 
the very end because o therwi se w e w o u l d all be killed w i t h o u t mercy by this 
vic ious b a n d of thugs . ' M a n y of the W e h r m a c h t t r o o p s a s s i g n e d to s u p p o r t 
the K a m i n s k i Br igade were d i sgus ted wi th the non-mil i tary b e h a v i o u r of this 
unit a n d s o m e regular units re fused to w o r k with it. 

Whi le D i r l e w a n g e r w a s r a m p a g i n g t h r o u g h W o l a , R a d o s l a w m a d e a 
fool i sh dec i s ion to c o m m i t s o m e o f its bes t K e d y w t r o o p s to a s e c o n d a r y 
a t tack in a quiet sector. A r o u n d 1 4 0 0 h r s , K a p i t a n W a c l a w M i c u t a (Wacek) 
led a c o m p a n y of Ba t ta l ion Z o s k a a n d one of the prec ious c a p t u r e d Panther 
t a n k s in an a t t a c k o n the G e s i o w k a p r i s o n c a m p in the f o r m e r J e w i s h 
ghet to . After the Panther d e s t r o y e d the g u a r d t o w e r s wi th 7 5 m m gunf i re , 
the Z o s k a t r o o p s w e r e a b l e to p e n e t r a t e the defences a n d e l imina te the 
Sicherheitspolizei c a m p g u a r d s at a co s t o f only one kil led a n d five w o u n d e d . 
A tota l of 3 2 4 m e n a n d 2 4 w o m e n p r i s o n e r s w e r e l ibera ted in the c a m p , 
including survivors of the J e w i s h Z O B res i s tance g r o u p f rom 1 9 4 3 . A l t h o u g h 
this a t tack b o o s t e d Pol ish m o r a l e , it o c c u r r e d while the SS w a s m a s s a c r i n g 
over 1 0 , 0 0 0 Polish civil ians only 1 , 4 0 0 m to the south-wes t . 



Major Yuri Frolov (centre) and 
the staff of the RONA Kaminski 
Brigade in the early stages of 
their dep loyment to Warsaw. 
(Author's collection) 
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B a c h arr ived o u t s i d e W o l a a r o u n d 1 7 0 0 h r s on 5 A u g u s t a n d a s s u m e d 
c o m m a n d of the entire o p e r a t i o n . D u r i n g the c o u r s e of 5 - 6 A u g u s t , 
Reinefarth 's t r o o p s m u r d e r e d between 3 0 , 0 0 0 a n d 4 0 , 0 0 0 civilians in Wola -
exceeding the total of 3 3 , 7 7 1 J e w s killed at Bab i Yar outs ide Kiev in t w o days 
in S e p t e m b e r 1 9 4 1 . T h e W o l a M a s s a c r e w a s the w o r s t s ingle battlefield 
a t roc i ty c o m m i t t e d in E u r o p e in Wor ld War II, but it d id not p r o d u c e the 
effect tha t Hit ler h a d in tended . Ins tead of terror iz ing the p o p u l a t i o n , the 
indiscriminate murder of thousands of civilians drove the rest of the populat ion 
into full-hearted s u p p o r t of the A K . Surrender n o w meant annihi lat ion, so the 
defenders were e n c o u r a g e d to m o u n t a fanatical defence. After a few days of 
w a t c h i n g the SS s laughter civi l ians in Wola a n d O c h o t a , B a c h realized that 
the 'no p r i s o n e r s ' pol icy w a s counterproduc t ive a n d stiffening resistance so 
he o r d e r e d a c h a n g e in policy. F r o m here o n , B a c h ordered that w o m e n 
a n d chi ldren c o u l d be s p a r e d (and sent to concent ra t ion c a m p s ) but m o s t 
a b l e - b o d i e d m a l e s w o u l d still be e x e c u t e d . A l t h o u g h B a c h e m p h a s i z e d his 
m o d e r a t i n g influence to spa re his neck at N u r e m b u r g , the fact is that G e r m a n 
t r o o p s c o n t i n u e d to m u r d e r l a rge n u m b e r s of Pol ish civi l ians in Warsaw. 
However , B a c h directed that a b o u t 2 0 , 0 0 0 survivors of the mas sac re s in Wola 
a n d O c h o t a be sent to a c a m p in Pruszkow, wes t of the city. 

M e a n w h i l e , M o n t e r ' s h e a d q u a r t e r s a t the Vic tor ia H o t e l w a s s l o w to 
g r a s p the s i tua t ion deve lop ing in W o l a but by the evening it w a s recognized 
tha t the A K defences in the Wes t w e r e h a r d - p r e s s e d . B o r - K o m o r o w s k i 
dec ided to re- locate his h e a d q u a r t e r s f r o m the K a m m l e r F a c t o r y - n o w in 
danger of be ing cut off by G e r m a n a d v a n c e s - to the relatively secure O l d 
T o w n . M o n t e r dec ided to divide the city u p into three m a i n 'batt le centres ' : 
S rodmiesc i e , S o u t h a n d N o r t h . 

T h e G e r m a n s re sumed their drive in Wola at lOOOhrs on 6 Augus t . The A K 
bat ta l ions Paraso l a n d Z o s k a repos i t ioned s o m e of their units to a t tempt to 
b lock Dir lewanger f rom advanc ing further into the city, but it w a s not enough. 
A K t r o o p s a l o n g W o l s k a , C h l o d n a a n d E lek tora lna streets succeeded in 
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disabling several G e r m a n a rmoured vehicles with PIATs and M o l o t o v cocktai l s , 
but Dir lewanger ' s t r o o p s b e g a n to use c a p t u r e d Pol i sh civi l ians a s h u m a n 
shields in front of their vehicles , which e n a b l e d t h e m to get p a s t s o m e 
a m b u s h e s . D i r l ewanger m a d e his a t t ack d o w n E l e k t o r a l n a Street , s t ra ight 
through the defences of ba t t a l ions C h r o b r y I a n d H a l . By 1 7 0 0 h r s , 
Dirlewanger's advanced units h a d reached the t r a p p e d G e r m a n garr i son in the 
S a x o n Gardens . T h e next morn ing , in a fit of b r a v a d o , Reinefarth personal ly 
m a d e a da sh in an as saul t gun up E lektora lna Street under fire in order to link 
up with Stahel in the Bruhl Pa l ace . Short ly thereafter, Stahel re turned wi th 
Reinefarth to Wola , effectively hand ing over his remaining authority to the SS . 
The G e r m a n s n o w h a d a t enuous corr idor through the city centre to s o m e of 
their embatt led garr i sons , but they lacked the infantry to secure the entire route . 
Instead, a rmoured vehicles were used to m a k e high-speed supply runs d o w n the 
semi-cleared route , d o d g i n g a m b u s h e s a n d barr icades . 

WOLA AND OCHOTA ARE LOST, 6-11 AUGUST 
As the Polish res i s tance lost its gr ip on the outer suburbs in Wola a n d O c h o t a , 
the in surgent s w e r e c o m p r e s s e d into four m a i n a r e a s : Z o l i b o r z , the O l d 
T o w n , the city centre a n d M o k o t o w / C z e r n i a k o w . T h e A K a l so h a d a s t rong 
presence in the K a m p i n o s F o r e s t in the n o r t h a n d the G e r m a n s h a d been 
unab le to i so la te the city completely , so s o m e per sonne l a n d suppl ie s were 
tr ickl ing in f r o m the o u t s i d e . T h e W a r s a w U p r i s i n g b e g a n to enter a n e w 
p h a s e on 8 A u g u s t , a s it b e c a m e clear to the G e r m a n s that they w o u l d have 
to reduce each sect ion of the city in turn , wi th a series of del iberate a t t a c k s . 
B a c h dec ided to f inish m o p p i n g u p W o l a a n d a d j a c e n t a r e a s in o r d e r to 
solidify the G e r m a n ho ld over their thin c o r r i d o r to the Bruhl Pa l ace , then 
m o v e in a n d crush the m a i n res i s tance centre in the O l d T o w n . Dir lewanger ' s 
Kampfgruppe', re inforced wi th 14 H e t z e r s a n d t w o Azerba i j an i b a t t a l i o n s , 
w a s o r d e r e d to c o n s o l i d a t e the a r e a a r o u n d the Bruhl P a l a c e a n d then 
cont inue all the w a y to K ie rbedz i a Br idge in order to res tore G e r m a n contro l 
over the Vis tu la c ro s s ings . M e a n w h i l e , the K a m i n s k i B r i g a d e under M a j o r 
Fro lov w a s left to terrorize O c h o t a distr ict , but B a c h real ized that the unit 
w a s i n c a p a b l e of c o n d u c t i n g real city f ight ing . T h e n e x t w a v e of G e r m a n 
a t tacks w o u l d be s p e a r h e a d e d by K a m p f g r u p p e Schmidt f r o m the nor th a n d 
K a m p f g r u p p e R e c k f rom the wes t . 

O b e r s t Schmidt ' s g r o u p cons i s t ed of his o w n S icherungs-Reg iment 6 0 8 , 
a heavy mach ine-gun p l a t o o n , a c o m p a n y of Panzer p ioneer s , a bat tery o f 
1.FH18 howitzer s , a s well a s s u p p o r t f r o m E i s b . Panzerzug 7 5 . M a j o r R e c k , 
just arr ived f r o m the infantry s c h o o l at P o s e n , w a s given t w o ba t t a l i ons of 
r a w infantry recruits , a c o m p a n y of A z e r b a i j a n i s , an engineer p l a t o o n a n d 
a bat tery of Nebe lwer fer . B o t h of these a s s a u l t g r o u p s w e r e very w e a k in 
reliable infantry a n d fire s u p p o r t a n d the only general s u p p o r t a s se t ava i l ab le 
w a s Panzerabte i lung (Fkl) 3 0 2 wi th 2 3 S t u G III a s s au l t g u n s a n d 3 6 r a d i o -
control led demol i t ion vehicles . Re ine fa r th , still in tact ical contro l of the city 
batt le , kept his less rel iable C o s s a c k a n d pol ice units in reserve . 

Schmidt's t roops entered the former ghetto f rom the north a n d encountered 
only light res i s tance, since there were n o civil ians in this devas ta ted a rea a n d 
only a few K e d y w detachments . Whi le s o m e of his t r o o p s c leared the ghet to 
ruins, the bulk of his forces p ivoted east a n d b e g a n a t tack ing the wes t s ide of 
the O l d T o w n but after t w o d a y s of f ighting their a d v a n c e w a s b r o u g h t to a 
halt . At the s a m e t ime , R e e k ' s t r o o p s m o u n t e d a m a j o r effort to c lear the 







WOLA MASSACRE, 1030HRS, 5 AUGUST 1944 (pp. 56-57) 
Both Adolf Hitler and Reichsfuhrer Heinrich Himmler ordered 
the SS to use terror to crush the Warsaw Uprising as quickly 
as possible. On the morning of 5 August, the Germans 
began attacking into Wola, the western suburb of Warsaw, 
spearheaded by the troops of SS-Oberfuhrer Oskar Dirlewanger. 
These were no ordinary Waffen-SS troops, but a special anti-
partisan unit formed from former convicts and military misfits. 
After the small number of AK troops in this part of Wola had 
been eliminated, Dirlewanger ( 1 ) ordered his troops to use 
squad-sized assault groups to smash in the doors of each 
house with axes and crowbars (2) and then drag out all the 
inhabitants. Civilians who resisted were shot on the spot or 
even thrown out of upper-storey windows (3). Groups of 
civilians were executed in alleyways by Dirlewanger's men with 

small arms fire (4). Soon, Wolska Street was littered with the 
corpses of several thousand civilians, most with bullet holes in 
their heads ( 5 ) . Dirlewanger's men took no prisoners for the first 
three days in Warsaw and murdered men, women and children 
indiscriminately. Many female prisoners, like these Polish nurses 
( 6 ) from the Wola Hospital, were first raped then murdered. 
Dirlewanger's men were also authorized to loot from their 
victims and the houses, before setting the buildings alight with 
hand grenades or flame-throwers ( 7 ) . Although not directly 
involved in most of the slaughter of civilians, the German Army 
did provide support units to Dirlewanger, such as this StuG III 
( 8 ) from Sturmgeschiitz-Ersatz-Abteilung 200. Within two days, 
the Germans had murdered well over 30,000 civilians in Wola -
the worst massacre in Europe in World War II. 
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K e d y w units out of the J e w i s h Cemetery a n d the north-west corner of W o l a 
a r o u n d the K a m m l e r Factory. R a d o s l a w ' s t r o o p s fought tenac ious ly for this 
area since it w a s one of the des ignated a reas for All ied a i rdrops , but ult imately 
it w a s a misuse of s o m e of the A K ' s best t r o o p s to defend a non-crit ical a rea . 
Supported by Leutnant K l u s s m a n n ' s S tuka s a n d his Nebelwerfer , Reek ' s forces 
p o u n d e d the a rea into r u b b l e a n d infl icted s igni f icant ca sua l t i e s u p o n the 
Kedyw units. O n e of the captured Panther t anks w a s repeatedly hit by G e r m a n 
anti-tank fire a n d h a d to be a b a n d o n e d . By the t ime that R a d o s l a w decided to 
wi thdraw his t r o o p s before they were entirely encircled, Schmidt ' s units h a d 
cut their e scape route ac ro s s the ghet to . Ba t t a l ions Z o s k a , M i o t l a a n d W a c e k 
finally m a n a g e d to leave Wola on 11 A u g u s t jus t before the G e r m a n n o o s e 
closed and escape across the ghetto in smal l g r o u p s t o w a r d s the O l d T o w n , but 
the K e d y w units were b a d l y dep le ted in this po in t l e s s f ight ing. T h e la s t 
captured Panther t ank led the K e d y w units a l o n g S t a w k i Street t o w a r d s the 
wes t until it w a s i m m o b i l i z e d by a hit f r o m a G e r m a n ant i - tank g u n ; the 
K e d y w t r o o p s set it on fire a n d cont inued their retreat . 

In O c h o t a , the t w o smal l A K units were n o t a s h a r d pre s sed at the units 
in Wola a n d they were qu ick to sense the l a x b e h a v i o u r of the R O N A t r o o p s 
operat ing in their district . W h e n a large g r o u p of R O N A t r o o p s were spo t ted 
loot ing several bui ld ings in p la in v iew of a n A K - h e l d s t r o n g p o i n t , the loca l 
A K c o m m a n d e r dec ided to m o u n t a c o u n t e r a t t a c k . T h e R O N A t r o o p s were 
caught complete ly by surprise a n d their c o m m a n d e r , M a j o r Frolov, w a s killed 
by a f lame-thrower. After wi tness ing count le s s a troci t ies c o m m i t t e d by these 
m e n , the Pol ish t r o o p s t o o k n o pr i soner s a n d annih i la ted a c o m p a n y - s i z e d 
element of R O N A . In less than a w e e k of f ighting, the K a m i n s k i B r i g a d e h a d 
lost over 5 0 0 of its 1 ,700 t r o o p s a n d a c c o m p l i s h e d noth ing of mil i tary va lue . 
Eventually, the G e r m a n s b r o u g h t u p s o m e p ioneer s to reduce the W a w e l s k a 
a n d K a l i s k a r e d o u b t s . O n 11 A u g u s t , b o t h b u i l d i n g s w e r e a t t a c k e d wi th 
G o l i a t h d e m o l i t i o n vehicles a n d the A K t r o o p s hurr ied ly e v a c u a t e d their 
r e d o u b t s t h r o u g h c o n n e c t i n g tunne l s tha t h a d been d u g to n e a r b y sewer 
cana l s . S o m e t r o o p s succeeded in reaching the city centre , but at least t w o 
g r o u p s were e l iminated in the sewers by G e r m a n t r o o p s . 

Two soldiers f rom the NSZ 
Company Ziuk on Wieiskiej 
Street. Note that one soldier 
is ho ld ing a US-made M3 sub­
machine gun . (Warsaw Uprising 
Museum, MPW-IN/3501) 
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THE OLD TOWN, 8-19 AUGUST 
O n c e W o l a a n d the ghet to w e r e c leared o f m a j o r A K uni t s , Re inefar th 
reorganized Reek ' s a n d Schmidt ' s forces for an immedia te a t tack on the Old 
T o w n f rom the west . In the O l d T o w n a n d N e w T o w n , P o d p u l k o w n i k K a r o l 
Z i e m s k i (Wachnowski ) h a d between 5 , 5 0 0 a n d 7 , 0 0 0 resistance t r o o p s , w h o 
p r o v e d to be m o r e t h a n a m a t c h for the 3 , 0 0 0 a t t a c k i n g G e r m a n t r o o p s . 
R a d o s l a w ' s K e d y w t r o o p s , hav ing e s c a p e d f r o m W o l a , f o r m e d the core of 
the res i s tance in this a r e a . Indeed , W a c h n o w s k i ' s t r o o p s were full of fight 
a n d they even m a d e a n unsuccess fu l sort ie o n 9 A u g u s t to try a n d des troy 
E i sb . Panzerzug 7 5 near G d a n s k S t a t ion . 5 B o r - K o m o r o w s k i h a d shifted his 
h e a d q u a r t e r s to the O l d T o w n a n d his s ignal unit h a d set u p r a d i o s tat ion 
B l y s k a w i c a (L ightning) , which improved m o r a l e a m o n g the 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 civilians 
c r o w d e d into this district. While the Polish s ituation w a s ser ious , the G e r m a n s ' 
c o n q u e s t of W o l a a n d O c h o t a h a d succeeded only in c o m p r e s s i n g the 
res i s tance forces into smal ler a rea s that were n o w easier to defend. G e r m a n 
c o m m a n d e r s were a l so qu ick to note that Polish res istance w a s increas ing -
a l m o s t certainly a result of the m a s s a c r e s commit ted in Wola and O c h o t a . T h e 
Poles b e g a n to m a k e use of W a r s a w ' s extensive sewer sys tem on 6 A u g u s t and 
a te lephone line w a s laid through the sewers to connect Monter ' s headquarters 
in the city centre with Bor ' s h e a d q u a r t e r s in the O l d T o w n . 

Di r l ewanger ' s t r o o p s l aunched p r o b i n g a t t acks on 9 A u g u s t a n d m a n a g e d 
to c a p t u r e the ruins of the R o y a l C a s t l e , but they were not yet s t rong enough 
to a d v a n c e further. A l t h o u g h B a c h w a s eager to clear o u t the O l d T o w n to 
r e m o v e the threa t to the n e a r b y V i s tu l a b r i d g e s , R e i n e f a r t h w a s unab le 
to ga ther e n o u g h t r o o p s to m o u n t a m a j o r a t t ack on the O l d T o w n until 11 
A u g u s t . T h a t m o r n i n g , D i r l ewanger l aunched an a t tack t o w a r d s the southern 
end of the O l d T o w n f r o m the ruins of the R o y a l Ca s t l e with t w o bat ta l ions 
of A z e r b a i j a n i t r o o p s , s u p p o r t e d by three S t u G III a s s a u l t g u n s a n d s o m e 
H e t z e r t a n k d e s t r o y e r s . H o w e v e r , w h e n the G e r m a n a r m o u r e d vehicles 
a p p r o a c h e d the m a j o r b a r r i c a d e s l e a d i n g into the O l d T o w n , they were 
s h o w e r e d with d o z e n s of M o l o t o v cockta i l s a n d Fi l ip inka g r e n a d e s . W h e n 
their a r m o u r e d s u p p o r t r e t rea ted , the G e r m a n infantry w a s d e c i m a t e d by 
sniper fire. O n 1 2 A u g u s t , D i r l e w a n g e r tried a g a i n a n d w a s a g a i n driven off. 
Indeed , the A K t r o o p s w e r e ab le to m o u n t a c o u n t e r a t t a c k that succeeded 
in c a p t u r i n g five m a c h i n e g u n s , 3 0 ant i - tank mines a n d 1 1 , 6 0 0 r o u n d s of 
a m m u n i t i o n . G o l i a t h a n d B IV demol i t ion vehicles were u sed to blast a p a r t 
several insurgent b a r r i c a d e s a n d heavi ly de fended h o u s e s , but the Poles had 
sufficient m a n p o w e r to qu ick ly rebui ld them each night . A K fighters quickly 
learned to neutra l ize the G o l i a t h by b r e a k i n g its trai l ing contro l wires with 
h a n d g r e n a d e s . M a j o r Reek ' s Kampfgruppe jo ined the a t tack on 12 A u g u s t , 
a t t ack ing o u t of the eas t end of the ghet to t o w a r d s the Kras insk i G a r d e n s . 
R e e k ' s t r o o p s , m o s t l y g reen in fantry r e p l a c e m e n t s a n d with few t ra ined 
off icers a n d N C O s , l a c k e d the skill for c lo se -quar te r f ighting a n d they 
suffered accord ing ly w h e n they tried to a d v a n c e into the heavily built-up O l d 
T o w n . Polish snipers p r o v e d part icular ly adept at engaging the G e r m a n s f rom 
wel l -concealed l o c a t i o n s , which t o o k a heavy toll on officers a n d N C O s . 

Reinefarth ' s a t t ack cont inued on 13 A u g u s t , but after three d a y s it h a d 
m a d e no real p r o g r e s s . A r o u n d 1 8 0 0 h r s , three G e r m a n S t u G III a s s a u l t guns 
a t t a c k e d the b a r r i c a d e o n P o d w a l e Street , near Z a m k o w y S q u a r e a n d the 

5 The Germans referred to this as Danzig Station. 



An NSZ sniper takes aim. 
Polish snipers became adept at 
f i r ing f rom concealed posit ions 
w i th in bui ld ings, wh ich made 
them very dif f icult for the 
Germans to spot and suppress. 
(Warsaw Uprising Museum, 
MPW-IN/3456) 

R o y a l C a s t l e . After shel l ing the b a r r i c a d e , the S t u G s re t rea ted a n d a B IV 
demol i t ion vehicle w a s sent to b las t the o b s t a c l e . Unl ike the remote-contro l 
Go l i a th , the B IV h a d to be driven c lose to its target then d e t o n a t e d remotely. 
W h e n t r o o p s f r o m B a t t a l i o n G u s t a v fired o n the a p p r o a c h i n g vehic le , the 
G e r m a n driver a b a n d o n e d it a n d ran b a c k to his l ines. E l a t ed at cap tur ing 
w h a t they thought w a s a light t ank , the m e n f r o m Bat ta l ion G u s t a v drove the 
vehicle b a c k t o w a r d s Bor ' s h e a d q u a r t e r s on Ki l inski Street to s h o w it to their 
c o m m a n d e r . U p o n arriving there, hundreds of so ldiers a n d civi l ians s w a r m e d 
a r o u n d the vehicle to v iew their t rophy. A t 1 9 0 0 h r s , the 5 0 0 k g c h a r g e on 
the vehicle d e t o n a t e d , ki l l ing a b o u t 1 0 0 so ld ie r s f r o m B a t t a l i o n K o n r a d , 
2 0 f rom Batta l ion Wigry a n d p e r h a p s 2 0 0 civil ians. B o d y par t s were plastered 
all over the exter ior of the bui ld ings o n Ki l inski Street . B o r himself , w h o w a s 
a p p r o a c h i n g to see the vehicle , suffered a c o n c u s s i o n . 

Dir lewanger ' s Kampfgruppe, reinforced with five 2 0 m m anti-aircraft guns 
a n d pioneer t e a m s with eight f l ame- thrower s , m a d e a no t h er a t t ack on the 
barr icades b lock ing access into the O l d T o w n o n 16 A u g u s t , but w a s a g a i n 
repulsed. W a c h n o w s k i used the brief lull in G e r m a n a t t a c k s to m o u n t several 
c o u n t e r a t t a c k s , d e s i g n e d to i m p r o v e l a n d c o m m u n i c a t i o n s wi th the city 
centre. Ba t ta l ion Wigry c a u g h t K a m p f g r u p p e R e c k off g u a r d a n d succeeded 
in recaptur ing the M o s t o w s k i Pa l ace , whi le ba t t a l i ons C h r o b r y I, C z a t a 4 9 
and Z o s k a were less successful . By the end of 16 A u g u s t , O b e r s t Schmidt ' s 
t r o o p s were beginning to p r o b e the nor th end of the N e w T o w n , m e a n i n g 
that this w o u l d n o w be a three-front f ight. 

Reinefar th h a d a l m o s t noth ing to s h o w for a w e e k of a t t a c k s u p o n the 
O l d T o w n . G e r m a n a r m o u r e d vehicles w e r e u n a b l e to o p e r a t e effectively in 
this restricted a rea a n d the Poles were ab le to k n o c k o u t several vehicles wi th 
PIAT ant i- tank launchers a n d M o l o t o v cock ta i l s . G e r m a n casua l t ie s in street 
fighting h a d proved heavy - often 2 5 - 3 0 per cent of units - a n d Bach real ized 
that he cou ld not satisfy Hit ler ' s d e m a n d to c rush the upr i s ing quick ly wi th 
these forces a n d tactics . U n a b l e to defeat the A K quickly, Bach a n d Reinefarth 
dec ided to b u r n the O l d T o w n to the g r o u n d . O n 1 7 - 1 8 A u g u s t , S t u k a s 
b o m b e d the area a r o u n d the O l d T o w n ' s m a r k e t s q u a r e , sett ing n u m e r o u s 
fires. M e a n w h i l e , S c h m i d t shel led the n o r t h e r n sec t ion o f the O l d T o w n 
with a battery of light field howitzer s a n d E i sb . Panzerzug 7 5 . H o w e v e r , the 
b o m b a r d m e n t fai led to dent the Pol i sh de fence a n d f o l l o w - u p a t t a c k s by 
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R e c k a n d Schmidt ' s t r o o p s were repu l sed . S o m e of Reek ' s infantry did ga in 
a f o o t h o l d in the K r a s i n s k i G a r d e n s , bu t B a t t a l i o n C z a t a 4 9 success ful ly 
d e f e n d e d the W a r s a w A r s e n a l . W h i l e Po l i sh lo s se s in the O l d T o w n were 
se r ious , after m o r e than a week of heavy f ighting, the A K defence in this area 
r e m a i n e d intact . 

LONDON AND MOSCOW, AUGUST 1944 
T h e Brit ish G o v e r n m e n t w a s never keen o n s u p p o r t i n g an upr i s ing by the 
A K because of a p p r e h e n s i o n a b o u t caus ing i r reparab le h a r m to Anglo-Soviet 
r e l a t ions . In par t i cu la r , the Bri t i sh F o r e i g n M i n i s t r y w a s incensed by the 
re fusa l o f the Po l i sh G o v e r n m e n t - i n - e x i l e to a c c e p t Stal in 's terr i toria l 
d e m a n d s in ea s t e rn P o l a n d after the war , w h i c h W i n s t o n Churchi l l h a d 
a l r e a d y c o n c e d e d at the T e h r a n Conference . Churchi l l w a s sympathe t i c to 
P o l a n d , but s a w the R e d A r m y as m o r e critical to the defeat of G e r m a n y than 
the A K . T h u s , w h e n the government-in-exi le requested that the British release 
the Pol ish Parachute Br igade for service in Po land and b o m b G e r m a n military 
b a s e s a r o u n d W a r s a w , it w a s re fused ou t of h a n d . Brit i sh mi l i tary leaders 
i n f o r m e d the government- in-ex i le that W a r s a w w a s t o o far a w a y f rom Allied 
b a s e s to p r o v i d e effective s u p p o r t . 

O n c e the W a r s a w Upr i s ing b e g a n , the British G o v e r n m e n t viewed it with 
a great deal of indifference. T h e government-in-exile did gain permiss ion to use 
the Pol ish Fl ight 1 5 8 6 in Brindis i for a renewed a i r d r o p effort, but the first 
mi s s ion on the night of 4 A u g u s t w a s d i s appo int ing . It t o o k the Polish-piloted 
H a l i f a x b o m b e r s u p to s ix h o u r s to fly f r o m Brindisi to Warsaw, carrying less 
than four tons of suppl ies each , a n d even d r o p p i n g their c a r g o f rom 9 0 m only 
12 conta iners l anded in Polish-held d r o p zones . R o y a l Air Force leaders were 
qu ick to use aircraft losses en route to c la im that the mi s s ion w a s t o o costly 
a n d w o u l d be feasible only if Stal in granted refuelling rights at nearby Soviet 
ba se s in the U k r a i n e , but the British request on 2 0 Augus t w a s denied. Instead, 
t h r o u g h o u t A u g u s t the R A F kept u p a min ima l air supply effort to W a r s a w 
that succeeded only in del ivering token a m o u n t s of w e a p o n s a n d suppl ies . 

Odd ly , m o s t his tor ies of the upr i s ing fail to note that the R A F m a d e t w o 
large-sca le b o m b e r ra id s o n the p o r t of K o n i g s b e r g on the nights of 2 6 and 
2 9 A u g u s t . E a c h ra id invo lved over 1 7 0 L a n c a s t e r b o m b e r s del ivering 2 . 5 
tons of b o m b s each , a g a i n s t a t a rget that did not s u p p o r t the All ied a d v a n c e 
o n the Western F r o n t or h a v e any critical G e r m a n industr ies . T h e dis tance 
f r o m R A F b a s e s in L i n c o l n s h i r e to K o n i g s b e r g w a s 1 , 3 5 4 k m , which w a s 
7 4 k m less than the d i s t ance to W a r s a w . T h e s e t w o ra ids d e m o n s t r a t e that 
the R A F did have the abi l i ty to o p e r a t e in s trength over central Po land and 
h a d R A F B o m b e r C o m m a n d been used to c o n d u c t re-supply mis s ions over 
W a r s a w ins tead of a t t a c k i n g po int le s s s e c o n d a r y targe t s , the A K might have 
received e n o u g h a r m s to b lunt the G e r m a n a t t a c k s . 

Stal in h a d been well a w a r e that a Pol ish upr i s ing w a s likely a n d this w a s 
conf i rmed by Polish Pr ime Mini s te r M i k o l a j c z y k , w h o w a s in M o s c o w in late 
July , on a futile m i s s i o n to try a n d p a t c h u p Po l i sh-Sov ie t re la t ions . Desp i te 
h a v i n g ca l led for the Po les to revo l t , a s s o o n a s ind ica t ions of f ighting in 
W a r s a w w e r e de tec ted , S ta l in o r d e r e d R o k o s s o v s k y to hal t his a d v a n c e s 
t o w a r d s the city. S ta l in ' s a p p r o a c h to the W a r s a w U p r i s i n g w a s b a s e d 
o n s t a n d a r d c o m m u n i s t ' d e n y - m i n i m i z e - i g n o r e ' t ac t ic s . Initially, Stal in 
d i sputed M i k o l a j c z y k ' s c l a im that an upr i s ing h a d begun a n d for a few days , 
Soviet p r o p a g a n d a sa id there w a s n o upr i s ing . O n c e the A K began regular 



German pioneers preparing a 
Goliath demol i t ion vehicle for 
an attack on a Polish barricade. 
The Goliath could carry a 75kg 
charge that was powerfu l 
enough to demol ish reinforced 
concrete structures, but its 
contro l wires were vulnerable 
to damage and the vehicle was 
rather slow, w i t h a t op speed 
of only 10km/h. (Bundesarchiv, 
101lll-Ahrens-026-12) 

r a d i o b r o a d c a s t s f r o m the city - clearly refuting Soviet p r o p a g a n d a - Stal in 
swi tched to m i n i m i z i n g the u p r i s i n g , c l a i m i n g tha t only a 'handfu l of 
c r imina l s ' were involved. Gradua l ly , Stal in shifted to ignor ing the upr i s ing : 
All ied request s to permi t air re supply mi s s ions were refused a n d a t t empt s by 
the A K to e s t ab l i sh c o n t a c t wi th R o k o s s o v s k y ' s forces w e n t u n a n s w e r e d . 
Soviet o p e r a t i o n s a r o u n d W a r s a w w e r e s u s p e n d e d until the G e r m a n s h a d 
c rushed the A K . It w a s c lear tha t S ta l in h a d n o intent ion of he lp ing the 
insurgents - w h o m he label led 'enemies of the Soviet U n i o n ' - because they 
could hinder his p l an to install a p u p p e t c o m m u n i s t g o v e r n m e n t in W a r s a w . 

THE OLD TOWN, 20 AUGUST-2 SEPTEMBER 
A l t h o u g h W a c h n o w s k i ' s a n d R a d o s l a w ' s t r o o p s h a d repu l sed n u m e r o u s 
G e r m a n at tacks on the O l d T o w n , the G e r m a n b o m b a r d m e n t steadily crushed 
the m o r a l e of the 4 0 , 0 0 0 Polish civil ians hudd l ing in their ba sement s . M o s t 
people had jo ined the upris ing expect ing a shor t fight, fo l lowed by the arr ival 
of either Soviet t a n k s or Pol i sh p a r a t r o o p e r s f r o m E n g l a n d , but after t w o 
weeks it w a s becoming a p p a r e n t that help w a s n o t c o m i n g . T h e G e r m a n s h a d 
a lso belatedly cut off the city's water supply, which m a d e it difficult to care for 
the hundreds of w o u n d e d a n d a l m o s t impos s ib l e to fight the n u m e r o u s fires. 
T h e Old T o w n w a s rapidly b e c o m i n g a pile of shattered rubble , with a b o u t 
half the bui ldings des t royed , a l though the G e r m a n s h a d cap tured surpr is ingly 
little g r o u n d . W a c h n o w s k i still h a d s o m e 4 , 0 0 0 t r o o p s left, a l t h o u g h 
R a d o s l a w ' s K e d y w t r o o p s h a d suffered a b o u t 7 0 per cent casua l t ies . 

At this point , M o n t e r m a d e one of his few efforts to c o o r d i n a t e a mult i-
batta l ion a t tack in order to relieve the pre s sure on the O l d T o w n . T h e A K 
still had s igni f icant n u m b e r s of t r o o p s in the city centre a n d the nor thern 
s u b u r b of Z o l i b o r z , so M o n t e r o r d e r e d them to ga ther sufficient forces to 
m o u n t a pincer a t tack f rom b o t h the nor th a n d the south to b reak t h r o u g h 
to the Old T o w n . T h e t r o o p s f rom Z o l i b o r z , reinforced by 6 5 0 par t i sans f rom 
the K a m p i n o s Fores t , were the m a i n effort a n d they a t t empted a night a t t ack 
on the G d a n s k ra i lway s ta t ion . However , the G e r m a n s were expec t ing this 
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DEFENCE OF THE PIWNA STREET BARRICADE, 24 AUGUST 1944 (pp. 64-65) 

One of the most potent weapons wielded by the AK was the 
simple street barricade, which greatly restricted the movement 
of German armoured vehicles. Hundreds of barricades were 
built in Warsaw after 1 August and much of the tactical 
combat revolved around German efforts to capture or destroy 
barricades at key intersections and Polish efforts to prevent 
this. The fighting around the barricades leading into the 
southern section of the Old Town were particularly fierce and 
Dirlewanger's SS troops in Zamkowy Square made repeated 
attacks upon the barricade at Piwna Street that led directly 
to the Old Town's market square. The AK's Battalion Wigry 
defended this barricade. Piwna Street was only three metres 
wide at its entrance - too narrow for German tanks to move 
through - and the Poles built the barricades far enough down 
the street that the German infantry would have to move down 
a narrow funnel, with three-storey buildings on both sides. 

In this scene, Dirlewanger has sent forward a platoon from the 
Aserbeidschanisches Feld-Bataillon I./111, who were attached 
to his command, supported by an SS flame-thrower team and 
a StuG III assault gun. The 75mm rounds from the StuG III have 
not seriously damaged the barricade ( 1 ) and as the Azerbaijani 
troops attempt to scramble atop the barricade, they are met 
by a fusillade of Polish small arms fire and grenades ( 2 ) that 
decimates the lead squad. Polish snipers firing from concealed 
positions in the wrecked upper floors of the buildings ( 3 ) pick 
off the German NCOs and the flame-thrower team ( 4 ) . Several 
Molotov cocktails, hurled by catapult-type devices, have even 
set the StuG III alight ( 5 ) . Each repulsed German attack left 
behind weapons and ammunition that were quickly recovered 
by the AK. The fight for the Piwna Street barricade went on for 
over two weeks and the SS troops never succeeded in breaking 
through before the AK evacuated the Old Town. 
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m o v e a n d the lightly a r m e d A K forces were n o m a t c h in o p e n f ighting. O n c e 
detected , the G e r m a n s l a u n c h e d f lares a n d o p e n e d fire wi th m o r t a r s a n d 
heavy machine guns , pinning the t r o o p s f rom Z o l i b o r z in the open . E i senbahn 
Panzerzug 7 5 a d d e d its fire a s wel l . T h e Pol i sh a t t a c k o n the n ight of 
2 1 Augus t w a s repulsed with over 4 0 0 ca sua l t i e s . W a c h n o w s k i a l so tried to 
create a corr idor through the a rea a r o u n d Teatra lny S q u a r e , but his t r o o p s 
only succeeded in recover ing s o m e g r o u n d near the T o w n H a l l . Re inefar th 
re sponded to these Pol ish fai lures wi th a r e n e w e d series of a t t acks f r o m each 
direction, but they were p o o r l y c o o r d i n a t e d a n d the G e r m a n s were s tretched 
so thinly that they c o u l d n o t c o m m i t m o r e t h a n a b a t t a l i o n a g a i n s t a n y 
single ob jec t ive . D i r l e w a n g e r ' s p i e c e m e a l a t t a c k s w e r e s t o p p e d c o l d , w i th 
c o n s i d e r a b l e lo s se s . Reek ' s t r o o p s a l s o fa i led to seize a crit ical b a r r i c a d e , 
but his t r o o p s set the W a r s a w Arsena l o n fire, forc ing Ba t ta l ion C h r o b r y I 
to a b a n d o n it a n d retreat to D l u g a Street . T h e n e x t day, Schmidt ' s t r o o p s 
a t tacked the mas s ive Polish Security Printing W o r k s (PWPW) on S a n g u s z k i 
Street but c o u l d not ga in entry. I g n o r i n g M o n t e r ' s o rder s not to w a s t e 
a m m u n i t i o n on G e r m a n aircraft , a Pol ish heavy m a c h i n e g u n s ta t ioned at the 
T o w n Ha l l succeeded in shoot ing d o w n a S t u k a o n 2 3 A u g u s t . 

Desp i te the G e r m a n fai lure to b r e a k t h r o u g h the m a i n Pol i sh bar r i cades 
and seize key terrain in the O l d T o w n , b o t h B o r a n d W a c h n o w s k i real ized 
that the increas ing los s of c ivi l ian life a n d u r b a n de s t ruc t ion w a s r a p i d l y 
becoming intolerable . Finally, they dec ided to evacua te the O l d T o w n as s o o n 
as pract ica l . Bor a n d his staff left the O l d T o w n on the night of 2 5 A u g u s t , 
using the u n d e r g r o u n d sewers to e s c a p e to the city centre. A l t h o u g h the Poles 
h a d been us ing the sewers rout inely s ince ear ly in the bat t le , the G e r m a n s 
p r o v e d surpr i s ing ly inept at s t o p p i n g this u n d e r g r o u n d traf f ic . G e r m a n 
pioneers did m a k e s o m e use of the Ta i fun - a n e w fuel-air exp lo s ive w e a p o n 
that p u m p e d g a s into the s e w e r s then d e t o n a t e d it - but n o t e n o u g h to 
ser ious ly d i s rup t Pol i sh u n d e r g r o u n d c o m m u n i c a t i o n s . T h e G e r m a n s a l s o 
rout inely d r o p p e d h a n d g r e n a d e s d o w n m a n h o l e c o v e r s whenever they 
detected s o u n d s , but this w a s insuf f ic ient t o prevent the m o v e m e n t o f 
t h o u s a n d s of A K p e r s o n n e l u n d e r g r o u n d . O n c e B o r a n d his s taf f w e r e 
establ i shed in the city centre - where c o n d i t i o n s were still relatively n o r m a l 
- he cont inued efforts to ass i s t the O l d T o w n ' s defence. Several a t t empts were 

A group of soldiers f rom 
Battalion Chrobry II guard ing 
the barricade at Siennej and 
Wielkiej streets. Note that 
they are primari ly armed 
w i th pistols, so they could 
not engage German forces at 
a distance. (Warsaw Uprising 
Museum, MPW-IN/3722) 



ABOVE LEFT 
The 600mm mortar 'Ziu ' f i r ing 
f rom Sowinski Park in Wola, 
beginn ing f rom 17 September. 
It is f i r ing towards Napoleon 
Square, 4,300m to the east -
virtually the max imum range 
of this weapon. (Bundesarchiv, 
101I-695-0424-23A) 

ABOVE RIGHT 
An unexploded 600mm 
schwere Betongranate 040 
mortar shell f rom Ziu that 
hit the Adria Restaurant 
on Moniuszki Street near 
Napoleon Square on 18 August. 
It failed to detonate and was 
recovered in 1965 and is now 
on display at the Polish Army 
Museum in Warsaw. The 
ballistic cap is missing. 
(Author's collection) 

m a d e to b r e a k t h r o u g h the G e r m a n ring a r o u n d the O l d T o w n to evacuate 
the w o u n d e d or get in supp l i e s , but all were repul sed . 

T h e l inchpin of the Pol i sh defence in the O l d T o w n w a s the four-storey 
P W P W Bui ld ing , w h o s e thick concrete wal l s were imperv ious to all but heavy 
arti l lery fire. G r o u p Lesn ik held this s t ructure a l o n g with m e m b e r s of G r o u p 
R a d o s l a w . R a d o s l a w , a l t h o u g h w o u n d e d , c o m m a n d e d this sect ion of the O l d 
Town ' s defence. E i s e n b a h n Panzerzug 7 5 b o m b a r d e d the P W P W Building for 
several d a y s , which c o l l a p s e d p a r t of the bui ld ing but failed to drive out the 
de fender s . O n 2 3 A u g u s t , Schmidt ' s t r o o p s a t t a c k e d the P W P W f rom t w o 
s ides , bu t fai led to m a k e any p r o g r e s s in three d a y s of f ighting. At the s a m e 
t ime , S c h m i d t sent other t r o o p s to p u s h s lowly d o w n Boni f ra te r ska Street to 
the w e s t of the P W P W bui ld ing , threatening to cut off the defenders . 

By late A u g u s t , K o r p s g r u p p e v o n d e m Bach w a s beginning to receive s o m e 
s ignif icant re inforcements , inc luding Panzerabte i lung (Fkl) 3 0 2 , a c o m p a n y 
of S turmpanzer IVs , t w o Sturmtigers , the 6 0 0 m m mor ta r c Z i u ' , m o r e pioneers 
a n d F lammenwerfer-Bata i l lon K r o n e . These units were commit ted to reinforce 
Schmidt ' s a n d R e e k ' s o n g o i n g a t t a c k s o n the O l d T o w n a n d b e g a n to tip 
the batt le in the G e r m a n s ' favour. O n 2 7 A u g u s t , Schmidt sent 1 ,600 t r o o p s , 
s u p p o r t e d by a s sau l t g u n s , aga ins t the 2 0 0 - o d d Polish defenders in the P W P W 
Building. In a fight reminiscent of the grain elevator at Sta l ingrad, the Germans 
s lowly fought their w a y into the m a s s i v e bui lding. By 0 8 3 0 h r s on 2 8 Augus t , 
the G e r m a n s h a d b r o k e n re s i s t ance in the bu i ld ing a n d Schmidt ' s m e n 
proceeded to m u r d e r the Pol ish w o u n d e d hudd led in the basement . T h e loss 
of the P W P W Bui ld ing shat tered the A K defences in the northern par t of the 
O l d T o w n a n d , for the first t ime , Schmidt ' s forces eas i ly o c c u p i e d a large 
sect ion on 2 9 A u g u s t . M e a n w h i l e , Dir lewanger ' s t r o o p s h a d fought their way 
into the southern sect ion of the O l d T o w n but were s t o p p e d in fierce fighting 
a r o u n d St J o h n ' s C h u r c h , w h i c h h a d been b l o w n to pieces by a G o l i a t h . 
Desp i te the increased f irepower, G e r m a n casua l t ies were m o u n t i n g rapidly ; 
by 2 8 A u g u s t , Reinefarth's t r o o p s h a d suffered over 3 , 8 0 0 casualt ies out of an 
a t tack ing force of 1 3 , 4 0 0 m e n - a 2 8 per cent casua l ty rate . 

Us ing PIATs suppl ied by Allied a i rdrops , G r o u p R a d o s l a w disabled three 
S t u G III a s s au l t g u n s in the O l d T o w n . However , R a d o s l a w ' s t r o o p s h a d 
reached their l imit a n d only 1 ,500 ab le-bodied t r o o p s r e m a i n e d in the O l d 
T o w n . A m m u n i t i o n s tocks were a l so nearly e x h a u s t e d . With the defence 
waver ing , Wachnowsk i decided to evacuate his best t roops , including Battal ion 
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C z a t a 4 9 , to the city centre on 3 0 A u g u s t . S ince m o s t of the w o u n d e d a n d 
civil ians could not use the sewer sy s tem, W a c h n o w s k i intended to use his 
evacuated units to a t tack in con junc t ion wi th M o n t e r ' s forces to m a k e o n e 
last effort to create a cor r idor be tween the O l d T o w n a n d the city centre . 
Spearheaded by Bat ta l ion C z a t a 4 9 , the A K t r o o p s b e g a n their a t t a ck a t 
0300hrs on 3 1 A u g u s t a n d they succeeded in reaching the area of Teatra lny 
Square before the a t tack b roke d o w n . Rea l iz ing that the Polish defence w a s 
weakening, Reinefarth stepped up his a t tacks on the O l d T o w n on 1 September, 
pressing in f rom all four sides. Batta l ion C h r o b r y I m a d e a valiant last s tand for 
a while on D l u g a Street, but then its m e m b e r s t o o k to the sewers at 2 0 0 0 h r s 
and escaped to the city centre. Altogether, a b o u t 4 , 5 0 0 A K t roops succeeded in 
escaping f rom the O l d T o w n through the l , 7 0 0 m - l o n g sewer route a n d they 
even m a n a g e d to bring 1 0 0 G e r m a n P O W s with them. T h e G e r m a n failure to 
anticipate or prevent this e scape w a s one of their greatest mistakes of the battle. 
One particularly dar ing Pole , K a p i t a n B ia lous R y s z a r d (Jerzy), c o m m a n d e r of 
Battal ion Z o s k a , led 80 of his m e n dressed in captured SS c a m o u f l a g e s m o c k s 
through enemy lines to the city centre. However , there w a s n o escape for the 
2 , 5 0 0 w o u n d e d A K t r o o p s a n d 3 5 , 0 0 0 civilians left in the O l d T o w n . W h e n 
Reinefarth's t r o o p s a d v a n c e d into the ruins of the O l d T o w n on the morn ing 
of 2 September, they shot a b o u t 7 , 0 0 0 capt ives , while the remainder w a s sent 
to M a u t h a u s e n a n d Sachsenhausen concentrat ion c a m p s . 

A s a pos t sc r ip t to the l iquidat ion of the Pol ish res i s tance in the O l d T o w n , 
B a c h ordered Di r l ewanger to e l iminate the r e m a i n i n g A K enclaves a l o n g the 
Vis tula River. T h e sub-distr ict of Powis le , which inc luded the vital electrical 
p o w e r p lant , h a d been relatively quiet for m o s t of A u g u s t . G r o u p s K r y b a r 
a n d R o g h a d a b o u t 1 ,000 t r o o p s to defend this a r e a . D i r l e w a n g e r b e g a n his 
a t tack on Powis le on the m o r n i n g of 3 September , s u p p o r t e d by artil lery a n d 
S tuka a t t acks . T h e p o w e r p l ant w a s finally d e m o l i s h e d by direct fire f r o m a n 
8 8 m m flak g u n on 4 September . Initially, G r o u p R o g repul sed the G e r m a n 
a t t a c k s on the nor thern p a r t o f P o w i s l e b u t a t the c o s t o f w e a k e n i n g its 
defences in the s o u t h . O n 5 September , the G e r m a n s a t t a c k e d the n a r r o w 
corr idor a c r o s s N o w y Swia t Avenue , connec t ing Powis le to the O l d T o w n , 
and rapidly overran this a rea . With their link to the city centre nearly severed, 

BELOW LEFT 
The PAST te lephone exchange 
on fire. Polish t roops had the 
t rapped German garrison 
inside under siege for nearly 
three weeks. (Author's 
collection) 

BELOW RIGHT 
German t roops surrendering 
to Battalion Kilinski after the 
successful AK attack on the 
PAST bui ld ing on 20 August. 
A tota l of 157 Germans were 
captured in the bu i ld ing, as 
wel l as stocks of weapons. 
(Warsaw Uprising Museum, 
MPW-IN/668) 
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A B O V E L E F T 
A German B IV demol i t ion 
vehicle mov ing in f ront of a 
Sturmpanzer (left) and a StuG III 
assault gun (right) on a Warsaw 
street. (Author's collection) 

A B O V E R I G H T 
A soldier f rom Battalion KB 
Sokol at the barricade on 
Brackiej Street. He is armed 
w i th a British Sten, but wear ing 
a pre-war Polish helmet. 
(Warsaw Uprising Museum, 
MPW-IN/1404) 

the Pol i sh t r o o p s in P o w i s l e o p t e d to e v a c u a t e the d i s tr ic t . H o w e v e r , the 
G e r m a n s l aunched a power fu l concentr ic a t tack before the e v a c u a t i o n w a s 
c o m p l e t e d a n d G r o u p R o g ' s t r o o p s fought a feroc ious r e a r g u a r d ac t ion to 
e n a b l e a s m a n y of the c iv i l ians a n d w o u n d e d to e s c a p e a s p o s s i b l e . By 
nightfal l on 6 September , Reinefar th ' s t r o o p s occupied all of Powis le . 

THE CITY CENTRE AND THE SOUTHERN 
SUBURBS, 8 AUGUST-2 SEPTEMBER 
While the O l d T o w n w a s be ing f lat tened, life in the city centre w a s a l m o s t 
n o r m a l for the first few w e e k s of A u g u s t . B a c h a n d Re ine far th l acked the 
re source s to m o u n t ser ious a t t a c k s aga ins t this a rea or the southern suburbs 
a s l o n g a s the fight in the O l d T o w n d r a g g e d o n , so they were content to 
b l o c k a d e these a r e a s a n d h a r a s s t h e m wi th o c c a s i o n a l b o m b i n g . M o n t e r 
h a d p e r h a p s 5 , 0 0 0 a r m e d t r o o p s in the city centre , a s well a s a b o u t 2 , 0 0 0 
in M o k o t o w a n d 1 , 2 0 0 in C z e r n i a k o w . H o w e v e r , M o n t e r ' s p l a n to link 
the s o u t h e r n d i s t r ic t s w i t h the city centre h a d been c o n s t a n t l y t h w a r t e d 
by Ge ibe l ' s heav i ly fort i f ied SS-Pol ize i a r e a s a r o u n d L a z i e n k i P a r k a n d 
R a k o w i e c k a Street a n d c o u l d on ly c o m m u n i c a t e wi th the s u b u r b s via the 
sewers . D e s p i t e these tact ical fa i lures , one of the A K ' s greates t successes w a s 
in c a p t u r i n g several l a rge f o o d w a r e h o u s e s that enab led a city of nearly one 
mi l l ion to ho ld o u t for t w o m o n t h s of s iege w a r f a r e . 

G e n e r a l m a j o r Gi inter R o h r a r r ived o n 10 A u g u s t to t a k e over the 
h o t c h p o t c h of G e r m a n forces opera t ing in the southern districts of M o k o t o w 
a n d C z e r n i a k o w . After h e a r i n g a b o u t the d r u n k e n m i s b e h a v i o u r of the 
K a m i n s k i B r i g a d e in O c h o t a , V o r m a n n dec ided to send a profes s iona l a r m y 
officer to re s tore mi l i tary d i sc ip l ine . R o h r immedia te ly d e m a n d e d that the 
K a m i n s k i B r i g a d e be w i t h d r a w n a n d even B a c h a n d Reinefarth agreed that 
it h a d n o mil i tary va lue , s o it w a s sent to the ruins of Wola to g u a r d civilian 
e v a c u e e s . I n s t e a d , the R O N A t r o o p s p r o c e e d e d to m u r d e r a n d r a p e the 
e v a c u e e s , w h i c h grea t ly r e d u c e d the n u m b e r of c ivi l ians wil l ing to a c c e p t 
G e r m a n g u a r a n t e e s a n d leave the city. W h e n K a m i n s k i p r o v e d unwil l ing to 
s t o p the m i s b e h a v i o u r of his t r o o p s , B a c h finally conceded that the R O N A 
t r o o p s were m o r e of a l iabil i ty than an as se t a n d dec ided to r e m o v e them 
f r o m the bat t le . O n 2 8 A u g u s t , K a m i n s k i w a s invited to an SS conference at 
L o d z , but en route he w a s arres ted a n d executed by the G e s t a p o . B a c h then 
sent the R O N A t r o o p s to the K a m p i n o s F o r e s t to s t rengthen the c o r d o n 
a r o u n d Z o l i b o r z , but the Pol ish par t i s ans in the forest m a d e shor t w o r k of 
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A Polish insurgent armed 
w i th a PIAT ant i- tank launcher. 
Radoslaw's t roops received 
several t imely airdrops of PIATs 
that greatly st rengthened their 
defence of the Old Town. 
(Author's col lection) 

these misf i ts . A c o m p a n y - s i z e d p a r t i s a n force a t t a c k e d the K a m i n s k i Br igade 
near the vi l lage of T r u s k a w at m i d n i g h t o n 2 September , ki l l ing 9 1 of the 
R O N A t r o o p s a n d cap tur ing m o s t of their w e a p o n s . T h e surviv ing R O N A 
t r o o p s ran off in pan ic into the w o o d s a n d B a c h quiet ly sent the unit away . 

R o h r h a d few units to m o u n t a ser ious a t t a c k a g a i n s t W a r s a w ' s southern 
s u b u r b s , but 9 . A O K g a v e h im a c o m p a n y of Hetzer t a n k des t royer s , s o m e 
flak units a n d Pionier-Batai l lon 6 2 7 (mot . ) , while Geibel p r o v i d e d a ba t ta l ion 
of SS-Polizei a n d t w o ba t ta l ions of Landesschutzen. R o h r ' s t r o o p s were ab le 
to seize the water filtration p lant f rom Bat ta l ion C h r o b r y II on 12 A u g u s t , but 
they were unab le to a d v a n c e further nor th . K a m p f g r u p p e R e c k did l aunch 
prob ing a t t acks into nor thern S rodmiesc i e o n 1 5 - 1 7 A u g u s t , but a l s o fai led 
to m a k e any s u b s t a n t i a l p r o g r e s s . R e i n e f a r t h m o v e d s c h w e r e S te l lungs-
Werfer-Batterie 2 0 1 wi th s ix N e b e l w e r f e r 4 2 / 4 3 l a u n c h e r s into the S a x o n 
G a r d e n s , where they proceeded to lob rockets into the a rea a r o u n d N a p o l e o n 
S q u a r e on 15 A u g u s t . 

German Nebelwerfer 
rockets launched f rom a f ixed 
battery located near the Saxon 
Gardens. This battery was able 
to fire both high-explosive 
and incendiary rockets in 
concentrated volleys that 
could shatter the upper f loors 
of civil ian bui ld ings and start 
serious fires. (Bundesarchiv, 
1011-696-426-15) 
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POLISH UNITS 
A Battalion Czata 49 
B Battalion Zoska 
C Group Lesnik 
D Battalion Czwartacy (AL) 
E Battalion Dzik 
F Battalion Boncza 
G Battalion Konrad 
H Battalion Wigry 
I Battalion Gustav 

J Battalion Lukasinski 
K KB Battalion Nalecz 
L Battalion Gozdawa 
M Battalion Chrobry I (-) 
N Battalion Chrobry I ( 
O Bor's headquarters 
P Entrance to sewer evacuation route 

El 
SOSNA 

KRASINSKI PALACE MM 

ROG 

GERMAN UNITS 
1 Grenadier-Abteilung 'Benthin' (reinforced) 
2 Polizeiabteilung 'Burkhardt' 
3 Sicherungs-Regiment 608 (reinforced), 

Pionier-Sturm-Bataillon 501, Sturmpanzer-
Kompanie z.b.V.218 

4 Mixed force of pioneers and armoured 
reconnaissance. 

5 SS-Polizei battalion and 1/111 Infanterie-
Regiment 'Donmec' 

6 Reinforced assault group with 
Aserbeidschanische- Feld-Bataillon 1 ./111, 
pioneer platoon, assault gun platoon and 
flak battery. 

7 SS-Polizei battalion 
8 SS infantry battalion from Sonderregiment 

'Dirlewanger' 
9 SS infantry battalion from Sonderregiment 

'Dirlewanger' 
10 Infanterie-Abteilung 'Arzberger' 
11 Two SS-Polizei battalions 

Kgr| 

DIRLEWANGER 
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VISTULA RIVER 

TRZASKA 

EVENTS 
1 24 August: Kampfgruppe Schmidt captures part of 
the ruins of the Jan Bozy Hospital, which weakens the 
insurgents' northern defensive line in the New Town. 

2 24 August: Kampfgruppe Reck attacks Battalion Wigry 
in the Simonsa Passage on Dluga Street but is repulsed 
after heavy fighting. 

3 25 August: Kampfgruppe Schmidt attempts another 
attack on the PWPW Building, but is repulsed by Group 
Lesnik. Other German elements continue the fight for 
Jan Bozy Hospital and the Fiat Factory. 

4 26 August: Kampfgruppe Dirlewanger's attacks on the 
Polish National Bank, the City Hall and the barricades in 
southern Old Town are repulsed. 

5 26 August: Kampfgruppe Dirlewanger succeeds in 
capturing the Quebracho tannery, which weakens the 
insurgent's eastern defences. 

6 27 August: Group Rog defeats an attempt by 
Dirlewanger's troops to blow up their stronghold in 
St John's Cathedral with Goliath demolition carriers. 

7 28 August: Kampfgruppe Schmidt finally succeeds 
in capturing the PWPW Building after a week of heavy 
fighting. 

8 29 August: Kampfgruppe Schmidt follows up the 
capture of the PWPW Building with a bold advance into 
the New Town that succeeds in capturing the insurgent 
stronghold around the Church of the Visitation of St 
Mary. However, Schmidt cannot dislodge the Kedyw 
units in the ruins of the Fiat Factory. 

9 29 August: Kampfgruppe Dirlewanger launches a new 
attack at Teatralny Square that gains a foothold near the 
City Hall. 

1 0 30 August: Bor and his staff evacuate to the city 
centre, along with lightly wounded and some of 
the auxiliary troops. He orders Wachnowski to hold 
the Old Town with the remaining AK forces as long 
as possible. 

1 1 30 August: Polish counterattacks succeed in 
recapturing some of the ground lost on the previous day. 

1 2 31 August: 0300hrs. Wachnowski orders part of 
Battalion Czata 49 to move through the sewers from 
the Old Town and to attack Dirlewanger's troops near 
Teatralny Square from behind, hoping to create a 
ground corridor for a break out to the city centre. 
However, the Germans detect the attack and repulse 
it, inflicting 300 casualties on the AK troops. 

1 3 31 August: the Luftwaffe conducts a concentrated 
bombing of Battalion Chrobry I's stronghold in the 
Simonsa Passage and kills 120 AK soldiers. 

1 4 31 August: Kampfgruppe Schmidt finally 
succeeds in capturing the ruins of the Fiat Factory 
and the AK defence in the northern sector begins 
to crumble. 

THE FINAL BATTLES FOR WARSAW'S OLD TOWN, 
23-30 AUGUST 1944 
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ABOVE LEFT 
Soldiers f rom Company Anna, 
Battalion Gustav f ight ing in the 
ruins around Krolewska Street. 
The soldier on the left is armed 
w i th a Vis pistol. (Warsaw 
Uprising Museum, MPW-
IN/3341) 

ABOVE RIGHT 
An AK insurgent armed 
w i th a f lame-thrower bui l t in 
one of the underground arms 
factories. A l though crude, 
these weapons enhanced the 
AK's abil i ty to drive Germans 
out of fort i f ied bui ldings. 
(Author's collection) 

While the G e r m a n s were d i s t rac ted by K a m i n s k i ' s ant ics , M o n t e r tried to 
use his l imited reserves to e l iminate s o m e of the remain ing i so la ted G e r m a n 
g a r r i s o n s . T h e te lephone e x c h a n g e in the 11-s torey P A S T Bui ld ing h a d been 
enc i rc led by B a t t a l i o n K i l in sk i s ince the b e g i n n i n g of the upr i s ing a n d its 
1 5 7 - m a n G e r m a n g a r r i s o n w a s suffering bad ly f rom lack of f o o d a n d water. 
A few G e r m a n a r m o u r e d vehic les h a d m a d e s u p p l y runs to br ing f o o d to 
the t r a p p e d t r o o p s but m o r a l e w a s c rumbl ing . Several G e r m a n s commit ted 
su ic ide a n d the c o m m a n d e r r a d i o e d R o h r that they c o u l d not ho ld ou t 
m u c h longer. O n 19 A u g u s t , R o h r m o u n t e d a relief effort t o w a r d s the P A S T 
Bui ld ing by a t t a c k i n g the n e a r b y Polish-held W a r s a w Polytechnic . Bat ta l ion 
G o l s k i de fended the s tou t universi ty bui ld ings . T h e G e r m a n s a t t a c k e d with 
s ix a s s a u l t g u n s a n d G o l i a t h s but only g a i n e d a foo tho ld in the c a m p u s a rea . 
Finally, after f ighting all day, Ba t t a l ion G o l s k i - which h a d suffered 2 5 killed 

The southern entrance to 
Piwna Street off Zamkowy 
Square in 2007. Note the 
narrowness of the street -
barely three metres w ide at 
the entrance - which meant 
that Dirlewanger could attack 
w i th only a few squads at a 
t ime. (Author's collection) 
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and 1 0 0 wounded - was running low on ammunit ion and had to withdraw. 
T h e German forces secured the polytechnic by nightfall but halted their 
attack. German forces did not attack at night in Warsaw. 

Realizing that the Germans would soon be close enough to relieve their 
trapped garrison in PAST, Battal ion Kilinski decided to attack the building 
that night, using information provided by a former Polish employee in PAST. 
A Polish assault group was able to infiltrate into the basement of the PAST 
building using an underground passage of which the Germans were unaware. 
Attacked at close quarters with f lame-throwers and grenades, the Germans 
retreated to the upper f loors but once the building caught fire, they were 
forced to surrender the next morning. During the 20 -day siege of the PAST 
Building, Battal ion Kilinski suffered 5 8 casualties, while the Germans lost 
5 6 killed and 1 1 5 captured. T h e capture of the PAST building was one of the 
best-planned and executed A K operations of the uprising. 

M o n t e r also wanted to remove the G e r m a n garrison at the W a r s a w 
University complex . In nearby Powisle, Group Krybar had been building an 
armoured car since 10 August, based on a three-ton Chevrolet truck. They 
named the armoured car ' K u b u s ' and it was protected by steel plates and 
carried one Soviet 7 . 6 2 m m D P light machine gun, plus a 1 2 - m a n assault 
squad. At 0 4 0 0 h r s on 2 3 August, the G r o u p Krybar used ' K u b u s ' and a 
captured German Sdkfz 2 5 1 half-track to carry an assault platoon to mount 
a bold at tack on the bunkers at the front entrance of W a r s a w University 
complex. Although the attack was a failure, the Polish armoured attack came 
as a shock to the Germans, w h o had become accustomed to machine-gun fire 
preventing most Polish offensive moves. 

The AK troops in M o k o t o w district were commanded by Podpulkownik 
Jozef Rokicki (Karol) , and these men were not under heavy enemy pressure 
for much of August. Karol made attempts with Regiment Baszta to break 
through to Srodmiescie on 13 August and then again on 2 6 August, but 

A German infantry squad 
advances towards the central 
train station in Warsaw, August 
1944. Note the numerous small 
arms impacts in the buildings 
they are passing. (HITM 
Archives) 
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ATTACK ON WARSAW UNIVERSITY, 23 AUGUST 1944 (pp.76-77) 

The German garrison in the grounds of the Warsaw University 
campus had been a thorn in the side of the AK troops since the 
beginning of the uprising, but the defences were too strong for 
the Polish troops to overcome with light weapons. Hauptmann 
Uhlig had 273 troops from 7. Genesungs Kompanie and one 
company of the Sicherungs-Bataillon 944, who prevented the 
Poles in the Powisle district from linking up with the city centre 
via the Krakowskie Przedmiescie thoroughfare. However, after 
several earlier failed attempts to storm the university, the 
AK's Krybar unit in Powisle had begun building an improvised 
armoured car named 'Kubus' and the unit had also fortuitously 
captured a German Sdkfz 251 half-track, which was dubbed 
'Szary Wilk'. With two armoured vehicles on hand, the 
commander of Krybar formed an armoured infantry platoon 
that he intended to use as an assault force for another try 
against Warsaw University. At 0400hrs on 23 August, the two 

Polish vehicles approached the outer defences of the university 
complex. Under covering fire from an elderly Hotchkiss 
machine gun ( 1 ) mounted in 'Szary Wilk', the assault squad 
dismounted and threw several Gammon grenades (2) 
at the university gate. Another Polish soldier attempted to 
get a PIAT anti-tank (3) launcher into position to knock out 
the bunker guarding the left side of the gate. Although 
momentarily surprised by the sudden appearance of Polish 
armoured vehicles, the German machine gun in the bunker 
opened fire and mortally wounded the Polish platoon leader, 
Porucznik Wojciech Brzozowski (Krzysztof) (4). When the 
remaining assault troops saw Germans attempting to 
manoeuvre an anti-tank gun into position to engage the 
two Polish armoured vehicles, they decided to break off the 
attack and retreated to 'Szary Wilk' and 'Kubus'. Both vehicles 
were damaged, but able to withdraw. 
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neither succeeded. K a r o l w a s m o r e successful in e x p a n d i n g the A K contro l to 
the south a n d eas t , m o v i n g t r o o p s into S ie lce , C z e r n i a k o w a n d S a d y b a . 
Bat ta l ion Je len occupied For t L e g i o n o w D a b r o w s k y , which f o r m e d a s t rong 
b lock ing p o s i t i o n a g a i n s t G e r m a n a t t a c k s f r o m the s o u t h . H o w e v e r , this 
sector had very few G e r m a n t r o o p s dur ing the early s tages of the upr i s ing 
and Karo l w a s able to establ ish contac t wi th A K par t i s an units in the K a b a c k i 
Forest , w h o were ab le to slip over 4 0 0 t r o o p s into S a d y b a on 1 8 - 1 9 A u g u s t . 
It w a s not until 3 1 A u g u s t tha t R o h r m o v e d a g a i n s t the A K p o s i t i o n in 
S a d y b a a n d a s t r o n g a t t a c k wi th art i l lery a n d air s u p p o r t r a p i d l y g r o u n d 
d o w n the Pol ish defence. For t L e g i o n o w w a s d e m o l i s h e d by heavy arti l lery 
fire and the G e r m a n s occupied S a d y b a on 2 September . Polish civil ians in this 
sector were m a s s a c r e d . 

THE CITY CENTRE, 3-10 SEPTEMBER 
After o c c u p y i n g the O l d T o w n , B a c h d e c i d e d to f o l l o w u p this succe s s 
with an effort to r e duc e the r e s i s t ance s t r o n g h o l d s in the ea s te rn end o f 
Srodmiesc ie district . M o n t e r ' s forces held this a rea in cons iderab le s trength 
and the first G e r m a n p r o b i n g a t t a c k s l aunched f r o m the S a x o n G a r d e n s on 
3 S e p t e m b e r w e r e eas i ly r e p u l s e d . O n 5 - 6 September , K a m p f g r u p p e R e c k 
a t tacked south f rom the S a x o n G a r d e n s aga ins t Polish defences on K r o l e w s k a 
Street, whi le Di r l ewanger ' s t r o o p s tried to breach the m a i n Pol i sh p o s i t i o n 
o n N o w y S w i a t . T h e A K t r o o p s n o t only r e p u l s e d these G e r m a n a t t a c k s , 
but m o u n t e d severa l c o u n t e r a t t a c k s tha t p u s h e d t h e m b a c k to their s t a r t 
l ines. U n a b l e to penetra te M o n t e r ' s defences in S r o d m i e s c i e , B a c h o r d e r e d 
the Lu f twaf fe a n d his art i l lery to pu lver ize the d i s tr ic t . T h e a r e a a r o u n d 
N a p o l e o n S q u a r e w a s d e m o l i s h e d over several d a y s by concent ra ted S t u k a 
a t tack a n d incendiary rocket s f r o m the N e b e l w e r f e r in the S a x o n G a r d e n s 
and other a rea s in the city centre were a l s o set af ire . G e r m a n S t u k a a t t a c k s 
concentrated on churches , where Polish civilians were k n o w n to be sheltering, 
del iberately b o m b i n g St A lexander ' s C h u r c h a n d the H o l y C r o s s C h u r c h . 



O n c e Powis le w a s o c c u p i e d , B a c h w a s finally ab le to a t t ack the eastern 
par t of Srodmiesc ie f rom three direct ions . G e r m a n t r o o p s firmly occupied the 
Centra l Tra in S ta t ion a n d the Po lon ia H o t e l on Aleje J e r o z o l i m s k i e and on 
7 September these t r o o p s began a m a j o r a t tack to seize the critical intersection 
wi th M a r s z a l k o w s k a Street , which w o u l d effectively cut n o r t h - s o u t h 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s for the insurgents . For t w o d a y s , the G e r m a n s fought over 
the intersection, a t tempt ing to blast open the Pol ish barr icades , but succeeded 
only in g a i n i n g a t o e h o l d in the s u r r o u n d i n g bu i ld ings . M e a n w h i l e , 
D i r lewanger a n d R e c k a t t acked the ma in Polish pos i t ions a l o n g N o w y Swiat , 
preceded by concent ra ted air a n d artillery a t t ack . After heavy fighting a n d 
high los ses , the A K t r o o p s were finally forced to give g r o u n d on 8 September 
a n d fall b a c k t o w a r d s N a p o l e o n S q u a r e . At this po in t , the G e r m a n s pressed 
hard a n d succeeded in dr iving a w e d g e up W a r e c k a Street to within sight of 
the m a i n p o s t office a n d N a p o l e o n S q u a r e . Virtual ly the entire a rea consis ted 
of a m a s s of s h a t t e r e d , b u r n i n g ru ins . In t w o m o r e d a y s o f f ight ing , the 
G e r m a n t r o o p s were ab le to drive the A K t r o o p s out of s o m e of the bui ldings 
a r o u n d N a p o l e o n S q u a r e bu t w e r e u n a b l e to r ecap ture the p o s t off ice. 
H o w e v e r , the G e r m a n s h a d suffered nearly 5 , 0 0 0 casual t ies in the first t w o 
w e e k s of Sep tember a n d h a d bare ly a d v a n c e d 3 0 0 m into the city centre. 

THE RED ARMY, 10-14 SEPTEMBER 
O n 9 September, m e m b e r s of Bor 's staff first b roached the subject of surrender. 
It w a s n o w a p p a r e n t that n o s ignif icant help w a s on the w a y to save W a r s a w 
f r o m G e r m a n reta l ia t ion a n d civil ian losses were m o u n t i n g rapidly. Serious 
shor tage s of f o o d , water a n d a m m u n i t i o n a l so po inted to the limits of h o w 
long the city c o u l d endure . At this po int , the G e r m a n s sensed a f lagging in 

1 11 September: Kampfgruppe Schaper attacks the south end of the 
insurgent enclave in Czerniakow, capturing part of Lazienkowska 
Street, but their attack on the port is repulsed. 

2 12 September: Kampfgruppe Dirlewanger attacks the north side 
of Czerniakow, focusing on severing the insurgent's link to the city 
centre by capturing the narrow corridor dominated by the former 
St Lazarus Hospital and the gasworks. 

3 12 September: Kampfgruppe Rodewald launches an attack 
against the west side of Czerniakow, attempting to link up with 
Dirlewanger's forces on Ksiazeca Street. There is heavy fighting 
over the large ZUS Building. 

4 1200hrs, 13 September: as Soviet forces began entering Praga, 
German pioneers blow up the Poniatowski Bridge. 

5 13 September: Kampfgruppe Schaper renews the attack on 
Czerniakow Port with strong artillery support and succeeds in 
driving Battalion Tur out of this area. 

6 13 September: Kampfgruppe Dirlewanger captures the former 
St Lazarus Hospital and the gasworks, while Kampfgruppe 
Rodewald captures the ZUS Building. The tenuous Polish above 
ground route from Czerniakow to the city centre is now severed. 

7 14 September: Radoslaw, the Polish commander in Czerniakow, 
decides to pull his battered forces back into a tighter perimeter 
close to the Vistula so that he can establish contact with the Soviet 
units entering Praga. 

8 15 September: Radoslaw's forces manage to hold off German 
attacks on the enclave during the day and to establish contact 
with the 1 st Polish Army (LWP) across the Vistula. By 0430hrs on 
16 September, about 300 soldiers under Major Latyshonok from 
the 3rd Infantry Division have crossed the Vistula River in small 
boats and joined the AK forces on Solec Street. Their arrival greatly 
stiffens the insurgent defence in Czerniakow. 

9 16 September: the Germans demolish an insurgent-held building at 

the corner of Okrag and Wilanowska streets with a Goliath demolition 
device, while another German unit captures a Polish military hospital 
on Zagorna Street and massacres the staff and wounded. 

10 Night, 16 September: another 900 troops from the LWP 9th Infantry 
Regiment cross the Vistula River and reinforce the bridgehead in 
Czerniakow. The LWP forces receive some sporadic artillery support 
from across the river, but not enough to influence the battle. 

1 1 1 9 September: after several days of fierce fighting against battalions 
Czata 49 and Broda 53, Dirlewanger's troops occupy much of the 
length Wilanowska Street. Radoslaw orders his troops to begin 
evacuating through the sewers to Mokotow. Radoslaw makes it 
to Mokotow with 200 survivors of his best Kedyw troops, half of 
whom are wounded. 

12 20 September: the Germans have installed heavy machine guns 
to prevent further crossings of the Vistula River. The Soviets do not 
interfere with this effort or shell these exposed positions. 

13 21 September: the Polish rearguard under Kapitan Ryszard Bialous 
(Jerzy) of Battalion Zoska holds only two buildings along the 
riverfront. However, the Poles and the remaining LWP troops 
continue to repulse German attacks. 

14 Night, 22 September: with their ammunition exhausted. Jerzy 
decides that the survivors will make a breakout. A large group of 
wounded heads for the wreck of the ship Bajka on the Vistula where 
they hope to cross the river, but they are spotted by the Germans 
and wiped out by machine-gun and mortar fire. A few survivors 
succeed in crossing elsewhere. Kapitan Jerzy and four members 
of Battalion Zoska, wearing their captured SS smocks, succeed 
in passing themselves off as a German patrol and walk through 
the enemy lines in the darkness to the city centre. At 0600hrs the 
next morning, the Germans occupy the rest of the Czerniakow 
bridgehead and take 140 insurgents captive. The LWP troops are 
treated as POWs but many of the captured AK troops are shot. 
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ABOVE LEFT 
The Prudential Building 
burn ing after being hit by a 
600mm mortar shell f rom 'Ziu ' 
on 28 August 1944. German 
air and artil lery bombardment 
gradually pulverized this area 
around Napoleon Square. 
(Author's collection) 

ABOVE RIGHT 
A Wehrmacht officer directs 
the attack near Teatralny 
Square. Note the cane. 
(Author's collection) 

Pol ish m o r a l e after the loss of the O l d T o w n a n d the frantic r ad io b r o a d c a s t s 
for help clearly indicated the frustrat ion of the A K ' s i so lat ion. Genera lma jor 
R o h r sent Bor a letter, sugges t ing surrender ta lks to save civilian lives and Bor 
reluctantly b e g a n to cons ider ending the fight. 

T h a n k s to several G R U agents sent into W a r s a w p o s i n g as l ia ison officers, 
Stal in w a s quick ly a p p r i s e d of the c h a n g i n g Pol i sh m o o d . O n 10 September, 
Sov ie t f ighters a p p e a r e d over W a r s a w for the first t ime s ince the upr i s ing 
b e g a n a n d s h o t d o w n five G e r m a n a i rcra f t . T h e n e x t day , R o k o s s o v s k y 
a t t a c k e d the G e r m a n IV SS-Panzer K o r p s , which w a s de fending the eastern 
b a n k of the Vi s tu la a r o u n d P r a g a . T h e Soviet 4 7 t h A r m y s t ruck the G e r m a n 
7 3 . Infanter ie-Divis ion wi th three rifle d iv i s ions a n d virtual ly obl i terated this 
w e a k f o r m a t i o n in t w o d a y s of f ighting. With their thin front co l l aps ing , the 
G e r m a n 9 . A O K a b a n d o n e d P r a g a on 13 S e p t e m b e r a n d o r d e r e d Pionier-
Bata i l lon 6 5 4 to b l o w u p all four br idges over the Vistula River. Soviet t roops 
m o v e d into P r a g a on 14 S e p t e m b e r a n d A K soldiers in C z e r n i a k o w could see 
Soviet t r o o p s jus t a c r o s s the river. 

S ince ear ly A u g u s t , B o r h a d been t ry ing to e s tab l i sh c o n t a c t with 
R o k o s s o v s k y by cour ie r a n d r a d i o , but all a t t e m p t s h a d been i gnored . 
O n c e Soviet t r o o p s w e r e only 6 0 0 m a w a y a c r o s s the Vi s tu la , a few tentative 
contac t s were m a d e , but the Soviet s refused to p r o v i d e either air or artillery 
s u p p o r t to the Pol i sh res i s tance . Still, the arr ival of the R e d A r m y brought a 
halt to ta lk of surrender. R o k o s s o v s k y b r o u g h t u p t w o of Berling's divis ions 
to secure P r a g a a n d to p r o v i d e the a p p e a r a n c e that Polish c o m m u n i s t t r o o p s 
were re spons ib le for the l ibera t ion of W a r s a w . T h e n R o k o s s o v s k y s t o p p e d 
a n d shifted b a c k to a defensive p o s t u r e . 

ALLIED AIR DROPS, SEPTEMBER 1944 
A s the upr i s ing d r a g g e d into its s e c o n d m o n t h a n d the a p p e a l s of the 
Pol i sh Government- in-ex i l e b e c a m e ever m o r e d e s p e r a t e , the Brit ish a n d 
the Amer icans grudgingly agreed to prov ide m o r e suppor t . T w o South African 
a n d t w o R A F b o m b e r s q u a d r o n s jo ined Polish Flight 1 5 8 6 in m a k i n g resupply 
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runs to Warsaw. Dur ing the upr i s ing , a tota l of 1 9 9 night sort ies were f lown 
f rom Italy to W a r s a w , wi th 3 9 a ircraf t los t ( 1 7 Pol i sh , 2 2 R A F / S A A F ) to 
deliver a b o u t 1 0 0 tons of w e a p o n s a n d f o o d . A typical conta iner held 1 3 6 k g , 
such as a British 2 in . m o r t a r with 2 0 r o u n d s or a PIAT with eight r o u n d s ; t w o 
Bren light machine guns with a m m u n i t i o n ; 10 rifles or Sten guns ; three pis to l s ; 
four grenades ; 1 0 0 c a n s of f o o d preserves a n d s ix b o x e s of biscuits - e n o u g h 
to augment the w e a p o n r y of a single A K p l a t o o n . A l t h o u g h there is n o d o u b t 
that the w e a p o n s p rov ided - part icular ly the PIATs - a l lowed the A K to ho ld 
out longer, the R A F delivered only e n o u g h e q u i p m e n t to outfit p e r h a p s 15 per 
cent of the insurgents in Warsaw. In add i t i on to G e r m a n night fighters a n d 
f lak, the R A F a l s o h a d to contend wi th act ive Soviet efforts to d i s rupt the 
airlift. N o t only did the Soviets deny refuelling r ights to the R A F , but a l so a 
n u m b e r of All ied av ia tors noted that their a ircraft were repeatedly fired u p o n 
by Soviet anti-aircraft and fighters dur ing their supp ly runs to Warsaw. 

A l t h o u g h the Western All ies h a d r e q u e s t e d p e r m i s s i o n to use Sov ie t 
a ir f ie lds for refuel l ing after their r e s u p p l y m i s s i o n s to W a r s a w in ear ly 
A u g u s t , Stal in did not g r a n t this until 10 September . Since J u n e 1 9 4 4 , Stal in 
had granted the Amer ican Eighth Air Force b o m b e r s the use of airfields in the 
U k r a i n e in order to c o n d u c t ' s h u t t l e - b o m b i n g ' r a i d s , k n o w n a s O p e r a t i o n 
Frantic, aga ins t G e r m a n targets in Eas te rn E u r o p e . After m u c h a r g u m e n t , the 
government- in-exi le w a s finally ab le to p e r s u a d e the A m e r i c a n s to c o n d u c t 
one mi s s ion to Warsaw. At 1 3 5 5 h r s on 18 September , the U S A A F flew 1 0 7 
B-17 b o m b e r s a n d 6 2 P-51 fighters to W a r s a w a n d d r o p p e d 1 ,248 conta iners . 
Only one B-17 w a s lost on the o p e r a t i o n . Unfor tunate ly , the a rea held by the 
A K w a s n o w so smal l that they c o u l d recover only 2 1 conta iner s . T h e va s t 
ma jor i ty l anded in G e r m a n - h e l d territory. 

1ST POLISH ARMY (LWP) CROSSING, 
15-23 SEPTEMBER 
T h e Polish pos i t ions in the C z e r n i a k o w district were the c loses t to the R e d 
A r m y forces on the Vis tula . A l though the G e r m a n s h a d not bothered this A K 
enclave m u c h , this c h a n g e d as s o o n as R o k o s s o v s k y b e g a n his offensive. B a c h 
real ized that C z e r n i a k o w c o u l d p r o v i d e a v a l u a b l e b r i d g e h e a d to faci l i tate 
a Soviet c ro s s ing of the Vi s tu la a n d he o r d e r e d D i r l e w a n g e r to c rush it 
immediately . O n 11 September , D i r l ewanger ' s t r o o p s m o v e d to sever the 
thin link between C z e r n i a k o w a n d the city centre - a n a r r o w corr idor a long 
Ks i azeca Street. By the n e x t day, D i r l e w a n g e r h a d c a p t u r e d St L a z a r u s 
Hospi ta l , cutting off Czerniakow. A Polish at tempt to retake the hospital failed. 

Inside Czern iakow, the 6 0 0 survivors of G r o u p R a d o s l a w put up a spirited 
defence, which w a s bo l s tered by the a p p e a r a n c e of Berl ing's t r o o p s a c r o s s 
the river. R a d o s l a w m a s s e d m o s t of his t r o o p s in bui ld ings near the river's 
edge a n d on 14 S e p t e m b e r he sent a cour ie r a c r o s s the river w h o m a d e 
contac t wi th the 1st Pol i sh A r m y (LWP) . A n off icer f r o m the Po l i sh 3 r d 
Infantry Divis ion crossed the river early on 15 September to in form R a d o s l a w 
that his unit w a s g o i n g to begin a r iver-cross ing o p e r a t i o n that night . 

O n c e d a r k n e s s fell, a Sov ie t m a j o r led a b o u t 3 0 0 t r o o p s f r o m the 3 r d 
Infantry Divi s ion acros s the Vistula in smal l b o a t s a n d l anded in C z e r n i a k o w . 
The battal ion-sized force brought with it 14 mach ine g u n s , 16 anti-tank rifles, 
five ant i- tank g u n s a n d eight m o r t a r s , w h i c h s ignif icantly increased Pol i sh 
f i repower in this sector. T h e LWP t r o o p s j o i n e d u p wi th R a d o s l a w ' s A K 
t r o o p s to de fend the key h o u s e s a l o n g the w a t e r f r o n t , bu t the rest o f the 



German attack on Mokotow, 24-27 September 1944 

24 September, 1015hrs: 19. Panzer-Division launches a two-battalion attack up Pulawska Street capturing the Krolikarnia Palace. A Polish night counterattack to retake the 
palace is repulsed. 
25 September: German forces continue the attack in southern Mokotow and a vicious battle is fought over a school on Woronicza Street. 
25 September: German forces attack the west side of Mokotow and capture the Alkazar redoubt from Battalion Olza. 
26 September: German forces advance into the north-west corner of Mokotow. 
26 September: Karol orders most of his forces to fall back towards the fortified northern portion of Mokotow. Morale among the defenders and civilians begins to crack. 
During a brief ceasefire, 9,000 civilians opt to leave the district and march into German custody rather than face further bombardment. At 0400hrs, Karol orders his troops 
to evacuate to the city centre through the sewers. 
26 September: 19. Panzer-Division sends an armour-heavy assault group up Pulawska Street, overrunning several barricades and compressing the Polish forces into a tight| 
area around Kami's headquarters. 
27 September, 0800hrs: a strong German attack from several directions commences against the last Polish-held enclave. The remaining Poles surrender at 1200hrs. 
A total of 2,000 AK fighters and 5,000 civilians march into captivity. 
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German 19. Panzer-Division's attack on Zoliborz, 29-30 September 1944 

1. 29 September, morning: following an artillery bombardment, the Germans begin their final assault with 19. Panzer-Division launching mixed infantry-armour Kampfgruppen 
against the Polish positions in the Opel Factory and on the west side of Zoliborz. Group Zniwiarz is forced to retreat from the Opel Factory. 

2. 29 September, morning: 19. Panzer-Division also launches attacks against the northern, western and eastern sides of Zoliborz, but these gain little ground. The defense 
by Groups Zbik and Zubr remains firm. 

3. 29 September, morning: Kampfgruppe Schmidt launches an attack against Group Zaglowiec from three sides and forces it to retreat toward Inwalidow Square. 
4. 29 September: One of Schmidt's assault groups succeeds in penetrating deeply into southeastern Zoliborz and drives Group Zyrafa out of the ruins of the Sisters of the 

Order of the Resurrection convent. 
5. 29 September, evening: Mieczyslaw Niedzielski (Zywiciel), commander of the AK forces in Zoliborz, relocates his headquarters to the north-east side of Wilson Square. 

Zywiciel, who is severely wounded in the fighting, has established radio contact with Soviet forces across the Vistula. The Soviets promise to assist his AK forces the next 
day. The AK forces continue to fight for the area south of Krasinski Street. 

6. 30 September, dawn: 19. Panzer-Division launches an attack on Slowacki Street that surprises the AK defenders and succeeds in pushing Group Zniwiarz back in disorder. 
7. 30 September, morning: Kampfgruppe Schmidt conducts attacks around Wilson Square that succeed in mopping up most of the residual AK resistance south of Krasinski 

Street. Zywiciel's forces are now compressed into an area measuring barely one kilometre by one kilometre, but Zywiciel expects imminent Soviet intervention. 
8. 30 September, 1800hrs: Under orders from Bor, Zywiciel surrenders the final enclave in Zoliborz to 19. Panzer-Division. A total of 1,890 Polish insurgents surrender. For 

the first time during the uprising, surrendering AK troops are treated as legal combatants by the Germans and not murdered out of hand. 
9. 30 September, evening: Zywiciel allows those who are unwilling to trust German guarantees to attempt a breakout toward the Vistula River. Even as the surrender negotiations 

are in progress, the Soviets continue to promise to provide boats and covering artillery fire. However, the Germans decimate the Polish units trying to escape and only 28 
troops swim to the other side. Soviet forces make no effort to assist the breakout whatsoever and no boats are sent to the river. 

II I M \ \ \ \ 



German StuG III assault guns 
operat ing on Foch Street near 
the Town Hall. German armour 
had great diff iculty in operat ing 
inside Warsaw and tended to 
stay close to the main squares. 
(Author's collection) 

d iv i s ion fa i led to c r o s s . M o s t o f the Sov ie t art i l lery o n the ea s t s ide of 
the river remained silent a n d the l imited suppor t ing fire w a s sporad ic . N o r did 
Soviet f ighters a t t e m p t to counter the G e r m a n S t u k a s , which a p p e a r e d over 
C z e r n i a k o w to b o m b the l and ing sites . O n the night of 16 September , Soviet 
a i rcra f t b e g a n d r o p p i n g w e a p o n s , a m m u n i t i o n a n d f o o d to the enclave in 
C z e r n i a k o w , bu t s ince they c h o s e n o t to use p a r a c h u t e s , m u c h of it w a s 
de s t royed or d a m a g e d on i m p a c t . O n 1 7 September , 1 ,200 m o r e LWP t r o o p s 
c r o s s e d the Vi s tu la . 

B a c h w a s d e s p e r a t e to c rush C z e r n i a k o w once the LWP cros s ings were 
de tec ted a n d the c o m b i n e d A K / L W P enc lave c a m e under heavy a t t ack . 
A l t h o u g h R a d o s l a w p u t u p a very s t u b b o r n defence , his forces were quickly 
w o r n d o w n by c a s u a l t i e s . Schmidt ' s Kampfgruppe p re s sed d o w n f rom the 
n o r t h , D i r l e w a n g e r f r o m the w e s t a n d R o h r f r o m the s o u t h . R a d o s l a w ' s 
forces were c o m p r e s s e d into a four-b lock a rea a r o u n d the pa int a n d canning 
fac tor ie s , wi th G e r m a n m a c h i n e gunner s contro l l ing access to the riverfront. 
O n 19 September , R a d o s l a w - w h o w a s n o w w o u n d e d - decided to wi thdraw 
his r e m a i n i n g 2 0 0 t r o o p s to M o k o t o w via the sewers , while a few chose to 
s w i m acros s the Vis tula . K a p i t a n Jerzy repeated his e scape f rom the Old T o w n 
by m a r c h i n g his few surv ivor s f r o m Ba t t a l ion Z o s k a to M o k o t o w . A g r o u p 
of Pol i sh w o u n d e d a n d m e d i c a l p e r s o n n e l w h o tr ied to e s c a p e a c r o s s the 
Vis tu la were all ki l led by G e r m a n gunf i re . O n the m o r n i n g of 2 3 September, 
D i r l e w a n g e r ' s t r o o p s f inal ly o c c u p i e d C z e r n i a k o w , e l iminat ing Berl ing 's 
b r idgehead . SS t r o o p s executed over 2 0 0 w o u n d e d A K t r o o p s in the district . 

J u s t a s the C z e r n i a k o w b r i d g e h e a d w a s c rumbl ing , the 1st Pol ish A r m y 
a t t e m p t e d three o ther s m a l l r iver-cross ing o p e r a t i o n s on the night of 19 
September . Several rifle c o m p a n i e s f rom the 3rd Infantry Div i s ion a t t empted 
to reinforce the C z e r n i a k o w landing but were turned back by G e r m a n m o r t a r 
a n d m a c h i n e - g u n fire. T h e 1st Infantry D i v i s i o n tr ied to p u s h t w o rifle 
ba t t a l ions a c r o s s near the n e w ra i lway br idge , but w a s a l s o repul sed . Further 
nor th , the 2 n d Infantry Div i s ion m a n a g e d to get p a r t of a ba t t a l ion ac ro s s 
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to l ink u p with s o m e A K h o l d o u t s in M a r y m o n t , n o r t h of Z o l i b o r z , bu t 
the G e r m a n s c rushed this t o e h o l d wi th in d a y s . All t o l d , the 1st Po l i sh 
A r m y suffered 4 , 9 3 9 casua l t ie s in efforts to c ro s s the Vi s tu la , but fewer than 
1 ,500 t r o o p s reached the w e s t b a n k a n d v ir tua l ly all w h o d id w e r e ki l led 
or c a p t u r e d . Ber l ing h imse l f w a s re l ieved o f c o m m a n d for ' e x c e e d i n g his 
authori ty ' a n d recal led to M o s c o w . T h e fact that R o k o s s o v s k y used only a 
smal l per cent of his forces in the W a r s a w a r e a to m o u n t a r iver-cross ing 
o p e r a t i o n a n d then fa i led to p r o v i d e a d e q u a t e air or art i l lery s u p p o r t , 
demons t r a t e s that this ac t ion w a s little m o r e than a t o k e n effort a n d a s o p 
to the Western All ies . 

LAST STANDS IN MOKOTOW AND ZOLIBORZ, 
23-27 SEPTEMBER 
R a d o s l a w ' s ever-shr inking b a n d of f ighters w e n t f r o m the frying p a n into 
the fire w h e n they a r r ived in M o k o t o w . A s s o o n a s C z e r n i a k o w w a s 
f inished, B a c h shifted s t r o n g forces to c r u s h the Po les in M o k o t o w . S ince 
R o k o s s o v s k y ' s t r o o p s h a d cea sed efforts to get a c r o s s the Vi s tu la , 9 . A O K 
consented to Bach ' s r e q u e s t for r e i n f o r c e m e n t s a n d g a v e h i m the use of 
the ve teran 1 9 . Panzer -Div i s ion a n d p a r t of F a l l s c h i r m - P a n z e r - D i v i s i o n 1 
' H e r m a n n G o r i n g ' for a w e e k . O n 2 4 September , the G e r m a n s b o m b a r d e d 
M o k o t o w with everything they h a d a n d then c o m m e n c e d a t w o - d a y a t t a c k . 
T h e m a i n a t t ack c a m e f r o m the s o u t h , wi th the 1 9 . Panzer c o m m i t t i n g four 
P a n z e r g r e n a d i e r b a t t a l i o n s (with s o m e P a n t h e r t a n k s ) , a r e c o n n a i s s a n c e 
bat ta l ion, its p ioneers a n d its sel f-propel led artillery reg iment , a s well a s s o m e 
Sturmpanzer IVs . K a m p f g r u p p e H a h n , with a Panzergrenadier bat ta l ion f r o m 
Fal l schirm-Panzer-Divis ion 1 ' H e r m a n n G o r i n g ' , a po l ice ba t t a l i on a n d t w o 
batta l ions of C o s s a c k s , a t t acked the north-east corner of M o k o t o w . A l t h o u g h 
the A K units under P u l k o w n i k J o z e f R o k i c k i pu t u p a very t o u g h fight, they 
c o u l d n o t s t o p wel l - t ra ined infantry a n d the 1 9 . P a n z e r - D i v i s i o n t r o o p s 
quickly overran two-thirds of the district. By 2 5 September, 
R o k i c k i ' s forces w e r e s q u e e z e d into a s m a l l fort i f ied 
area a n d he dec ided to e v a c u a t e his per sonne l t h r o u g h the 
sewers to the city centre , w h i c h w a s a c c o m p l i s h e d over 
the nex t t w o n ight s . O n 2 7 September , the 1 9 . Panzer-
Divis ion occup ied the rest o f M o k o t o w . H o w e v e r , unl ike 
the m a s s a c r e s of p r i soner s tha t usua l ly fo l lowed G e r m a n 
a d v a n c e s in W a r s a w , G e n e r a l m a j o r R o h r g r a n t e d P O W 
status to the 2 , 0 0 0 A K t r o o p s c a p t u r e d in M o k o t o w . 

In the n o r t h , Z o l i b o r z h a d been o n e of the qu ie te s t 
sectors for m o s t of the u p r i s i n g a n d Pol i sh c a s u a l t i e s 
there h a d been light. Before t ack l ing Z o l i b o r z itself, B a c h 
ordered three bat ta l ions f rom Fal l schirm-Panzer-Divis ion 1 
' H e r m a n n G o r i n g ' , a s well a s t r o o p s f r o m the SS-Panzer-
Div i s ions ' T o t e n k o p f a n d ' W i k i n g ' , t o c o n d u c t a s w e e p 
of the n e a r b y K a m p i n o s F o r e s t o n 2 7 September . T h i s 
G e r m a n s w e e p ki l led or d r o v e off the l a rge p a r t i s a n 
force that h a d been o p e r a t i n g in the fores t s ince be fore 
the upr i s ing a n d denied the A K t r o o p s in Z o l i b o r z a 
potentia l e scape refuge. 

O n the m o r n i n g of 2 9 September , the G e r m a n s 
l aunched a m a j o r a t t ack u p o n Z o l i b o r z f r o m the s o u t h , 

German infantry sprint across 
Bielanska Street dur ing one 
of the attacks on Teatralny 
Square. Dirlewanger's t roops 
were able to gain several 
footholds near the National 
Bank, but Polish counterattacks 
kept th rowing them back. 
(Author's collection) 
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Areas held by the insurgents, 2 October 1944 

1 October: the Poles still control a barricade that allows 
communication across the main thoroughfare Aleje Jerozolimskie, 
connecting both halves of the city centre. 
1 October, 0500-1900hrs: some 8,000 Polish civilians evacuate the 
city centre from five agreed points during a 14-hour truce. Another 
16,000 leave the next day but more than 200,000 remain. 
2 October, 0800hrs: Bor sends members of his staff to meet with the 
Germans near the polytechnic, thence to Bach's headquarters, to 
negotiate the surrender. At 21 OOhrs, military operations in Warsaw 
cease. The Germans agree to treat captured AK personnel as 

legitimate prisoners of war protected by the Geneva Convention. 
The AK agrees to surrender its personnel on 4-5 October. 

4 4 October, morning: AK units march to three designated points 
and begin to turn over weapons and ammunition. AK units march 
into captivity as formed regiments. Most remaining Polish civilians 
begin leaving Warsaw as well. 

5 4 October, 0940hrs: Radio Lightning makes its last broadcast. 
6 5 October, 0945hrs: the last AK units leave Warsaw. A total of 

11,668 Polish soldiers surrender, including Bor and Monter. 
About 180,000 civilians evacuate the city. 

us ing K a m p f g r u p p e R e c k a n d K a m p f g r u p p e Schmidt , with the 1 9 . Panzer-
D i v i s i o n in s u p p o r t . P o d p u t k o w n i k Zywic ie l ' s 1 , 5 0 0 t r o o p s were h a r d 
p r e s s e d a t o n c e - de sp i t e the a r r iva l o f s o m e ant i - t ank w e a p o n s f rom the 
Soviets a c r o s s the river - a n d they los t near ly half the district on the first day. 
T h e n e x t m o r n i n g , the G e r m a n s l a u n c h e d a n a t t a c k w i t h o u t the n o r m a l 
artillery p r e p a r a t i o n a n d c a u g h t the Poles by surpr i se , cap tur ing several key 
bui ld ings . Zywic ie l e s tab l i shed c o n t a c t with the 1st Polish A r m y a c r o s s the 
river a n d tried to a r r a n g e for a n e v a c u a t i o n , but the Soviet advi ser s fai led to 
p r o v i d e the neces sary b o a t s or artil lery s u p p o r t . At this po int , o rder s arr ived 
f r o m B o r to begin nego t i a t ions wi th B a c h to surrender the remain ing t r o o p s 
in Z o l i b o r z in order to s ave t h e m f r o m being s laughtered in the final a t tack . 
A t 1 8 0 0 h r s , the Pol i sh t r o o p s in Z o l i b o r z laid d o w n their w e a p o n s a n d they 
were t reated a s P O W s . O n e g r o u p of A K fighters refused to surrender a n d 
m a d e for the river, but only 2 8 succeeded in reaching Soviet l ines. 
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THE SURRENDER 
O n c e C z e r n i a k o w a n d M o k o t o w fell, it b e c a m e o b v i o u s to B o r tha t the 
G e r m a n s n o w h a d the s trength to c rush the res i s tance quick ly in the rest o f 
W a r s a w and that neither the Western Allies nor Soviets were g o i n g to p rov ide 
any s ignif icant he lp . F o o d supp l ie s w e r e e x h a u s t e d by late S e p t e m b e r a n d 
the civi l ian p o p u l a t i o n w a s f ac ing s t a r v a t i o n . A l t h o u g h B o r h a d de fer red 
cons ider ing cap i tu la t ion as long as there w a s a chance of out s ide he lp , tha t 
h o p e w a s e x t i n g u i s h e d by the d e s t r u c t i o n o f the C z e r n i a k o w b r i d g e h e a d . 
Once Bor accepted that cap i tu la t ion w a s inevi table , the m a i n issue b e c a m e to 
secure the m o s t f avourab le te rms . T h e t w o m a i n s t icking po in t s were get t ing 
the G e r m a n s to agree to treat c a p t u r e d A K m e m b e r s a s legal P O W s a n d to 
not h a r m W a r s a w ' s civilian p o p u l a t i o n . 

T h e only real succes s ach ieved by the government - in-ex i l e d u r i n g the 
upris ing w a s gett ing the A n g l o - A m e r i c a n s to e n d o r s e the c o n c e p t that A K 
t r o o p s were p a r t of the r e g u l a r Po l i sh mi l i t a ry a n d thus p r o t e c t e d by the 
1 9 2 9 G e n e v a C o n v e n t i o n . Several t imes dur ing the upr i s ing , Bri ta in publ ic ly 
b r o a d c a s t that G e r m a n so ld iers w h o s u m m a r i l y executed A K soldiers w o u l d 
be held a c c o u n t a b l e for their c r imes . With the end of the w a r in s ight , B a c h 
w a s wi l l ing to be g e n e r o u s to the A K in de fea t , in o r d e r to s p e e d u p the 
surrender. T h e fact that H i m m l e r h a d vo lunteered to c rush a n upr i s ing that 
h a d g o n e on for t w o m o n t h s w a s e m b a r r a s s i n g to the SS . W i t h o u t s o m e k ind 
of g u a r a n t e e that capt ives w o u l d not be h a n d e d over to D i r l e w a n g e r a n d his 
g o o n s , the A K w o u l d s imply fight to the dea th . G e n e r a l m a j o r R o h r t o o k a 
leading role in contac t ing Bor a n d it w a s the g u a r a n t e e s of h u m a n e t rea tment 
c o m i n g f rom a pro fe s s iona l a r m y officer rather than a n SS m a n that e n a b l e d 
the ta lks to p r o c e e d . 

O n 3 0 September , Pol i sh e m i s s a r i e s sent to B a c h ' s h e a d q u a r t e r s w e r e 
able to ga in a G e r m a n ceasef ire o n 1 a n d 2 O c t o b e r in order to e v a c u a t e p a r t 
of Warsaw' s civilian popu la t ion . O n 2 October , the Polish delegates s igned the 
cap i tu la t ion d o c u m e n t a n d all f ighting c e a s e d at 2 1 0 0 h r s . In the d o c u m e n t , 
the G e r m a n s agreed to treat the A K soldiers a s P O W s a n d to dea l h u m a n e l y 
with W a r s a w ' s p o p u l a t i o n , a l t h o u g h it a l so s t ipula ted that all civi l ians w o u l d 
be removed f r o m the city. A tota l of 1 1 , 6 6 8 A K soldiers f o rmed u p into r a n k s 
on the m o r n i n g of 4 O c t o b e r a n d m a r c h e d ou t of W a r s a w to surrender ; m o s t 
were sent to P O W c a m p s in G e r m a n y . B o r a n d his staff were well t reated a n d 
sent to Co ld i t z C a s t l e . A few, such a s the incredibly resilient J e w i s h f ighters 
in the Z O B p l a t o o n , were ab le to hide in the ruins a n d e s c a p e later into the 
forest s . O u t of a b o u t 6 5 0 , 0 0 0 c iv i l ians w h o w e r e forc ib ly evicted f r o m 
Warsaw, a b o u t 2 0 per cent w e r e sent a s forced l a b o u r to G e r m a n y , 15 per 
cent were sent to c o n c e n t r a t i o n c a m p s a n d the rest r e l ea sed to b e c o m e 
homeless refugees in the G e n e r a l g o u v e r n e m e n t . 

During the 63-day battle for Warsaw, the A K suffered a b o u t 1 5 , 0 0 0 d e a d 
or a b o u t one-third of its initial force . Civi l ian casual t ies are e s t imated at 
2 0 0 , 0 0 0 dead , m o s t of w h o m were murdered by SS t roops in the early days of 
the upris ing or killed in the b o m b a r d m e n t s . A b o u t 2 5 per cent of W a r s a w ' s 
buildings were destroyed in the fighting. G e r m a n losses were about 1 6 , 0 0 0 killed 
and 9 , 0 0 0 w o u n d e d , which w o r k s out at a casual ty rate of a b o u t 5 0 per cent. 

A female soldier in the AK. 
Initially w o m e n were used 
primari ly in support roles, but, 
as male casualties moun ted , 
w o m e n began to appear more 
and more on the f ront line. 
When the AK surrendered, 
2,000 female soldiers marched 
off into captivi ty. (Author's 
collection) 
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AFTERMATH 
The city must completely disappear from the surface of the earth and serve only as a transport station for the 
Wehrmacht. N o stone can remain standing. Every building must be razed to its foundation. 
Reicbsfiibrer Heinricb Himmler, October 17 

O n c e the c a p t u r e d A K so ld ie r s a n d the c iv i l ian p o p u l a t i o n were r e m o v e d 
f r o m the city env i rons , the SS set a b o u t the sys temat ic destruct ion of Warsaw. 
Hi t ler ' s intent w a s t h a t the city w o u l d s i m p l y d i s a p p e a r f r o m the face of 
E u r o p e - the only t ime in W o r l d War II that the G e r m a n s actual ly tried this 
o n a m a j o r city. Spec ia l G e r m a n s a p p e r units were sent in to demol i sh the 
city wi th e x p l o s i v e s a n d f l ame- throwers . By J a n u a r y 1 9 4 5 , the G e r m a n s h a d 
m a n a g e d to des t roy 8 5 per cent of W a r s a w ' s bui ld ings a n d s tructures . 

As ide f r o m the o b v i o u s pol i t ica l m i s j u d g e m e n t s a b o u t All ied a n d Soviet 
intent ions , the A K leaders m a d e a n u m b e r of critical mil i tary mi s takes that 
contr ibuted to their defeat in Warsaw. First , Bor wrecked years of p lanning for 
a n upr i s ing by a t t e m p t i n g to i m p r o v i s e a p l a n to a d d r e s s a fleeting set of 
pol i t ica l c i r c u m s t a n c e s , but w i t h o u t t ak ing into a c c o u n t the ac tua l military 
c i r cumstances . S e c o n d , the upr i s ing in W a r s a w w a s not proper ly coord ina ted 
wi th A K forces out s ide the cap i ta l , so very few reinforcements were received 
a n d the G e r m a n s were not d i s t racted by mult iple rear a rea threats . Th i rd , the 
A K failed to target the enemy's centre of gravity, which w a s c o m m u n i c a t i o n s . 
If the A K h a d succeeded in cap tur ing the te lephone exchanges on the first day 
a n d several of the h e a d q u a r t e r s , the G e r m a n re sponse w o u l d have been far 
m o r e s lugg i sh , g iving the A K v a l u a b l e t ime to organize a n d receive suppl ies 
f r o m the All ies . Tactically, the A K repeatedly failed to m a s s its forces at key 
po int s to seize i m p o r t a n t pos i t ions . However , the A K a l so demons t ra ted an 
incredible tenacity in street f ighting that cos t the enemy dearly. Desp i te very 
l imited w e a p o n s s tockpi le s , the A K w a s able to resist a vast ly super ior force 
for 63 d a y s a n d the G e r m a n s never actual ly des t royed any A K batta l ions -
they just kept s l ipping a w a y t h r o u g h the sewers to other districts . Ultimately, 
the A K w a s not able to m a k e the transi t ion f rom a decentralized guerrilla force 
to a centra l ly d i rected l ight infantry force b e c a u s e of a lack of a d e q u a t e 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s e q u i p m e n t , t ra in ing a n d pr io r p l ann ing . Essential ly, the 
fight w a s c o n d u c t e d by sector c o m m a n d e r s wi th min imal central p l a n n i n g 
or control - a t few po int s in the batt le w a s the A K leadership able to use its 
reserves to m o u n t m a j o r a t t acks or to deal with G e r m a n break throughs . Th i s 
inability to t r a n s f o r m into a m o r e cohes ive , organized a r m y forced the A K to 
fight a p iecemeal batt le that ceded the initiative to the G e r m a n s . 

T h e G e r m a n s a l s o m a d e a n u m b e r of crit ical m i s t a k e s tha t c a u s e d the 
f ighting to d r a g o n , beg inning wi th their fai lure to interdict fully the sewer 
s y s t e m s . T i m e a n d a g a i n , A K forces u sed the s ewer s to e s c a p e G e r m a n 
encirc lements a n d w i t h o u t them, A K losses w o u l d have been m u c h heavier 
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early in the batt le . B a c h a n d Re inefar th a l s o fai led to a p p r e c i a t e the va lue of 
denying water and electricity to the city until well into the c a m p a i g n . G e r m a n 
atrocit ies c o m m i t t e d aga ins t civi l ians stiffened the o p p o s i t i o n a n d helped to 
resign the civilian p o p u l a t i o n to endur ing w i d e s p r e a d suffering m u c h longer 
than w o u l d o therwi se h a v e o c c u r r e d . It m u s t a l s o be p o i n t e d o u t that the 
G e r m a n s w e r e a b l e to s u p p r e s s the W a r s a w U p r i s i n g on ly b e c a u s e o f the 
p r o t r a c t e d Sovie t inact iv i ty o n the 9 . A O K f ront o u t s i d e W a r s a w a n d 
the unwil l ingness of the Allies to p r o v i d e the A K wi th s ignif icant a m o u n t s 
of weaponry . Overa l l , b o t h s ides fought wi th a level of i n c o m p e t e n c e that 
nullif ied m a n y of their intr ins ic a d v a n t a g e s a n d c o n t r i b u t e d to the 
deve lopment of a bruta l , a t tr i t ional s lug-fest . 

O n 12 J a n u a r y 1 9 4 5 , the Soviet s b e g a n the l o n g - a w a i t e d V i s t u l a - O d e r 
Offensive and five days later, the 1st Pol ish A r m y m a r c h e d into the ruins of 
Warsaw. O n c e the w a r ended four m o n t h s later, the Soviets rapid ly set a b o u t 
cons t ruct ing a p u p p e t reg ime in P o l a n d , a l t h o u g h for a brief p e r i o d they 
a l lowed the f a c a d e of c o o p e r a t i o n wi th n o n - c o m m u n i s t e lements . Pr ime 
Minister Miko la j czyk returned to Po land and , together with A K veterans , tried 
to s tem the inevitable c o m m u n i s t takeover . Desp i te Stalin's p r o m i s e s to the 
Western Allies at Yalta in February 1 9 4 5 to a l l ow free elections in P o l a n d , the 
communis t s r igged the elections in 1 9 4 7 , effectively creat ing a one-party s tate . 
The c o m m u n i s t s then used their secret pol ice to hunt d o w n all o p p o n e n t s a n d 
either murder, impr i son or force them into exi le . M a r s h a l R o k o s s o v s k y w a s 
appo inted Polish Minis ter of Defence . T h e new c o m m u n i s t over lords exc i sed 
all references to the W a r s a w Upr i s ing a n d the m a s s a c r e at K a t y n Fores t . 

Most of Warsaw lay in ruins 
after the t w o - m o n t h batt le and 
the Germans demol ished wha t 
remained. (Nik Cornish) 
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In E n g l a n d , the government- in-ex i le a n d the 1 9 5 , 0 0 0 Pol i sh regular 
mil i tary personnel quickly found themselves in l i m b o , once the United States 
a n d Br i ta in recogn ized the n e w c o m m u n i s t g o v e r n m e n t in W a r s a w in Ju ly 
1 9 4 5 . After being re leased f rom pr i son in Germany , Bor settled in Britain and 
b e c a m e Prime Mini s ter of the government-in-exi le f rom 1 9 4 7 to 1 9 4 9 . T h e 
Western All ies further be t rayed P o l a n d by fai l ing to indict either B a c h or 
Reinefar th at the p o s t - w a r N u r e m b e r g Tria l s . A l t h o u g h the Pol i sh mil i tary 
forces in the West w e r e d i s b a n d e d after the war , the government- in-ex i le 
ma in ta ined a s h a d o w y exis tence for the next four decades , recognized only 
by the Vat ican, Spa in a n d Ireland. It seemed that this relic of a lost cause served 
no p u r p o s e a n d h a d n o future. Yet the Poles are a s tubborn lot and this p roved 
to be their n a t i o n a l s a l v a t i o n . D e s p i t e utter defeat at the h a n d s of the 
N a z i s a n d c o m m u n i s t s in 1 9 4 4 - 4 5 , the government- in-exi le refused to 
accept defeat a n d cont inued to a p p o i n t n e w Prime Ministers for m o r e than 
4 0 years . In 1 9 9 1 , the last Pr ime Mini s ter of the government-in-exile , R y s z a r d 
K a c z o r o w s k i , returned to P o l a n d a n d h a n d e d the pre-war presidential seals 
a n d other d o c u m e n t s preserved f rom N a z i a n d c o m m u n i s t occupat ion to Lech 
Wale sa , the first pres ident of p o s t - c o m m u n i s t P o l a n d . Today, the Third Reich 
a n d the Soviet U n i o n lie in the dus tb in of history, a n d Po land once aga in is a 
free a n d independent republ ic . T h e A K has been rehabi l i tated and its heroes 
h o n o u r e d , whi le the Stal inist s t o o g e s have been cons igned to well-deserved 
obscurity . T h u s , the sacrif ices of 1 9 4 4 were - in the long run - w o r t h it. 

M o d e r n h i s tor iography tends to depict the W a r s a w Upris ing as a militarily 
d o o m e d a n d tragic exerc i se , which h a s e lements of truth in it. However , these 
a n a l y s e s fail to connec t the intensi ty of Pol i sh n a t i o n a l re s i s t ance in 1 9 4 4 
wi th its influence u p o n the Soviet o c c u p a t i o n f r o m 1 9 4 5 to 1 9 9 1 . After the 
d o o m e d fight in W a r s a w , the Soviets k n e w that the Poles w o u l d fight aga in 
if p r e s s e d t o o h a r d a n d this w a s d e m o n s t r a t e d by the P o z n a n riots in 1 9 5 6 . 
R o k o s s o v s k y , w h o h a d refused to use his t a n k s to help W a r s a w in 1 9 4 4 used 
t h e m in 1 9 5 6 t o s u p p r e s s Po l i sh w o r k e r s , w h i c h p r o v o k e d a f i re s torm of 
p r o t e s t . In s h o r t order , Po l i sh c o m m u n i s t s p a c k e d R o k o s s o v s k y off to 
M o s c o w a n d t o o k m e a s u r e s to pacify the nat ional is t ic outburs t . It reappeared 
14 years later with the emergence of the Sol idari ty T r a d e Union . A l though the 
Soviets p r e p a r e d a mil i tary invas ion to suppre s s the na t iona l i sm unleashed by 
Solidarity, the m e m o r y of the W a r s a w Upr i s ing gave them p a u s e . By this t ime, 
the ger ia t r ic l e a d e r s h i p in the K r e m l i n h a d little s t o m a c h for a b l o o d b a t h 
in P o l a n d a n d they o p t e d to u se the Pol i sh c o m m u n i s t r eg ime to s u p p r e s s 
So l idar i ty wi th mar t i a l law. In s tead , Sol idar i ty emerged f r o m this per iod of 
r e p r e s s i o n s t r o n g e r t h a n ever, w h i c h led to the c o l l a p s e of c o m m u n i s m in 
P o l a n d a n d the w e a k e n i n g of the entire Soviet E m p i r e . 



THE BATTLEFIELD TODAY 

A reconstruction of the 'Kubus' 
armoured car at the Polish 
Museum in Warsaw. The actual 
'Kubus' is parked at the back of 
the Warsaw Uprising Museum. 
(Author's collection) 

A l t h o u g h the city of W a r s a w w a s virtual ly ob l i tera ted by the end of 1 9 4 4 , 
there is m u c h to see in the m o d e r n re incarna t ion o f the Pol i sh cap i t a l that 
is re levant to the W a r s a w U p r i s i n g . F r o n t a n d centre in this effort to shed 
l ight o n their w a r t i m e re s i s t ance is the W a r s a w U p r i s i n g M u s e u m at 7 9 
G r z y b o w s k a Street in W o l a , which o p e n e d in 2 0 0 4 . T h i s is a very m o d e r n , 
wel l -put-together m u s e u m . Virtual ly all d i sp lays h a v e legends in b o t h Pol i sh 
a n d Engl i sh , a n d the m u s e u m s h o p offers a n excel lent g u i d e b o o k in Eng l i sh , 
French , G e r m a n a n d R u s s i a n . T h e first f loor of the m u s e u m h a s a full-size 
repl ica of one of the B-24 L i b e r a t o r b o m b e r s tha t flew re supp ly m i s s i o n s to 
W a r s a w . T h e m u s e u m h a s a to ta l o f 4 7 d i sp l ay s on three levels . T h e r e a re 
a l so t w o c i n e m a s s h o w i n g p e r i o d f i lms , wi th subti t les in Engl i sh . O u t s i d e the 
m u s e u m , there is a va s t wa l l wi th the n a m e s of the d e a d inscr ibed , a s well a s 
the or ig ina l ' K u b u s ' a r m o u r e d car a n d a G e r m a n concrete bunker . 

T h e other m a j o r m u s e u m in W a r s a w that h a s s ignif icant c o v e r a g e o n the 
upr i s ing is the Pol i sh A r m y M u s e u m at 3 Ale je J e r o z o l i m s k i e . T h i s co l lect ion 
is h o u s e d in a w i n g of the Pol i sh N a t i o n a l M u s e u m a n d the M i n i s t r y o f 
Defence runs it. A large col lect ion of a r m o u r e d vehicles , a i rcraf t a n d arti l lery 
is l oca ted out s ide the m u s e u m , inc luding a n Sdkfz 2 5 1 ha l f - t rack , a Hetzer 
t a n k des troyer , s o m e G e r m a n art i l lery f r o m 1 9 4 4 , a n 8 0 0 m m shell f r o m 
' D o r a ' a n d the 6 0 0 m m shell f r o m ' Z i u ' . Ins ide the m u s e u m , w h i c h c o v e r s 
Pol i sh mil i tary his tory f r o m the med ieva l to the m o d e r n e r a s , the exhib i t s o n 
the Upr i s ing are loca ted o n the s e c o n d f loor a n d inc lude excel lent d i sp l ays 
on u n i f o r m s a n d w e a p o n s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , this is n o t a very user- fr iendly 
m u s e u m : p h o t o g r a p h y w a s n o t a l l o w e d inside the bu i ld ing , nor were there 
Eng l i sh- l anguage g u i d e b o o k s or t rans l a t ions for a n y of the exhib i t s . A n o t h e r 
sma l l e r m u s e u m of n o t e is the G e s t a p o M u s e u m at 2 5 S z u c h a , w h i c h is 
loca ted inside the c o u r t y a r d of the Min i s t ry of E d u c a t i o n . 

Walking t h r o u g h Warsaw ' s O l d T o w n , which has been complete ly restored 
to its pre-war conf igurat ion , it is easy to see h o w even p o o r l y - a r m e d defenders 
c o u l d ho ld off a m o d e r n a r m y for s o long . Streets s u c h a s P i w n a are only 
three metres w i d e a n d four-storey bui ld ings t o w e r over a n y o n e s t and ing o n 
the cobb le s tones below. Even the n u m e r o u s churches in the area are so s toutly 
built , wi th thick concrete or br ick w a l l s , that it is c lear that the entire a r e a 
c o u l d be conver ted into a fortress . T h r o u g h o u t b o t h the O l d T o w n a n d the 
N e w T o w n , there are n u m e r o u s m o n u m e n t s a n d p l a q u e s d e d i c a t e d t o the 
upr i s ing , inc luding the large W a r s a w Upr i s ing M o n u m e n t on D l u g a Street , 
nex t to the former K r a s i n s k i Pa l ace . M a n y of the A K ba t t a l ions h a v e p l a q u e s 
not ing their a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s a n d their ca sua l t i e s . 
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4. Panzer-Division 4 8 , 50 
5 . SS-Panzer-Division 'Wiking' 4 8 - 5 0 , 87 

19. Panzer-Division 4 6 , 4 8 , 50 , 85 , 87, 88 
73 . Infanterie-Division 13, 50 , 82 
I/Panzer-Regiment 2 7 46 
1/111 Infanterie-Regiment 'Donmec' 72-73 
II/Gebirgsjager-Regiment 'Bergmann' 

2 7 - 2 8 
IV SS-Panzer Korps 4 8 , 82 
Armee-Panzerjager-Bataillon 743 28 
Aserbeidschanisches Feld-Bataillon I./111 

6 4 - 6 5 (66) , 7 2 - 7 3 
Eisb. Panzerzug 75 4 5 , 5 5 , 60 , 6 1 , 67 , 68 
Fallschirm-Panzer-Division 1 'Hermann 

Goring ' 2 9 , 4 4 , 4 5 , 4 8 - 5 0 , 87 
Grenadier-Abteilung 'Benthin' 7 2 - 7 3 
Heeres Artillerie Batterie 428 29 
Heeres Artillerie Batterie 638 2 9 
Infanterie-Abteilung 'Arzberger' 7 2 - 7 3 
Kampfgruppe Dirlewanger 7 2 - 7 3 , 80 , 

83 , 86 
Kampfgruppe H a h n 87 
Kampfgruppe Reck 5 1 , 5 5 - 5 9 , 6 0 , 

6 1 - 6 2 , 67 , 7 1 , 7 2 - 7 3 , 7 9 , 88 
Kampfgruppe Reinefarth 2 8 , 4 7 , 5 1 , 53 
Kampfgruppe Rodewald 80 
Kampfgruppe Rohr 70 , 7 1 , 86 
Kampfgruppe Schaper 80 
Kampfgruppe Schmidt 5 5 , 5 9 , 60 , 

6 1 - 6 2 , 67 , 68 , 7 2 - 7 3 , 86 , 88 
Panzer Sturm-Morser Kompanie 1000 28 
Panzerabteilung 3 0 2 (Fkl) 2 8 , 68 
Pionier-Bataillon 6 2 7 (mot.) 71 
Pionier-Bataillon 6 5 4 2 8 , 4 3 - 4 4 , 82 
Pionier-Sturm-Bataillon 5 0 0 28 
Pionier-Sturm-Bataillon 5 0 1 7 2 - 7 3 
Polizeiabteilung 'Burkhardt ' 7 2 - 7 3 
R O N A Kaminski Brigade 2 7 , 5 1 - 5 3 , 54 , 

5 5 , 5 9 , 7 0 - 7 1 
schwere SS-Kompanie Rontgen-Posen 28 
schwere Stellungs-Werfer-Batterie 2 0 1 

2 9 , 71 
Sicherungs-Regiment 608 4 5 , 5 1 , 5 5 , 

7 2 - 7 3 
SS-Panzer-Division 'Totenkopf 87 
SS-Sonderregiment Dirlewanger 2 6 - 2 7 , 

5 1 - 5 3 , 5 5 , 5 6 - 5 7 (58) , 60 , 6 1 , 68 , 
7 2 - 7 3 

Sturmpanzer-Kompanie z .b .V 2 1 8 2 8 , 
7 2 - 7 3 

Germany 
invasion and occupation of Poland 5 - 7 , 

8 - 1 0 
pact with Soviet Union 5 - 6 
pre-war relations with Poland 5 
Soviets drive from Poland 1 2 - 1 4 , 14 

Ges iowka prison c a mp 4 5 , 4 6 , 53 
Guderian, General der Panzertruppen Heinz 

4, 4 8 - 5 0 

Himmler, Heinrich 2 0 , 36 , 4 5 , 4 7 , 90 
Hitler, Adolf 5 - 6 , 13, 3 6 , 4 5 
Huber see Zurowski , Podpulkownik Antoni 

J ankowsk i , J a n 14, 3 3 , 34 
Jerzy see Ryszard, Kapi tan Bialous 
Jews 9, 10, 53 
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Kaminski , SS-Brigadefuhrer Bronislav 
Vladislavovich 2 0 , 2 0 , 70 
see also German forces: units: R O N A 

Kaminski Brigade 
Kammler Factory 3 9 , 54 , 59 
Kampinos Forest 5 5 , 7 0 - 7 1 , 87 
Karol see Rokicki , Podpulkownik Jozef 
Karo lkowa Street 4 6 - 4 7 
Katyn Woods Mas sac re (1939) 1 0 - 1 1 , 11 
Kedyw organization 9, 2 2 - 2 3 
Krasinski Gardens 62 
Krivoshein, Semyon 4 
Krzysztof see Brzozowski , Porucznik 

Wojciech 
Kutschera, SS-Brigadefuhrer Franz 8, 9 

Lublin Committee (PKWN) 12, 13 
Luftwaffe 2 9 , 4 8 , 5 1 , 6 1 , 73 , 79 , 86 
LWP (Ludowe Wojsko Polskie; 1st Polish 

Army) 1 1 , 2 5 , 8 0 , 8 3 - 8 7 , 8 8 

Mar sza lkowska Street 80 
Mazurkiewicz, Pulkownick Jan (Radoslaw) 44 

background 18 
evacuates Czerniakow 80 , 83 , 86 
and first 96 hours 4 6 , 4 8 
and the Old Town 68 
and Wola 5 1 , 5 3 , 5 5 
see also A K : units: G r o u p R a d o s l a w 

Micuta , Kapi tan Waclaw (Wacek) 53 
Mikola jczyk, Stanislaw 1 1 , 12 , 34 , 6 2 , 91 
M o k o t o w 4 1 , 5 5 , 70 , 7 5 - 7 9 , 84 , 87 
Molo tov-Ribbentrop Pact (1939) 5 - 6 
Monter see Chrusciel, General brygady 
Mostowski Palace 61 
museums and monuments 93 

Napo leon Square 79 , 80 
Nat ional Bank 4 7 , 7 2 - 7 3 
Nordwache police station 4 7 
N o w y Swiat 7 9 , 80 
N S Z (Narodowe Sily Zbrojne) 10, 2 2 , 47 , 61 

Company Ziuk 59 

Ochota 4 2 , 4 7 - 4 8 , 5 1 - 5 5 , 5 2 , 5 9 
Okecie Airfield 4 2 
Old Town 4 1 , 4 6 , 5 5 , 6 0 - 6 2 , 6 3 - 7 0 , 

7 2 - 7 3 , 93 

PAST telephone exchange 4 8 , 6 9 , 7 4 - 7 5 
Pilsudski, Jozef 5 
Piwna Street 6 4 - 6 5 (66) , 74 
P K W N see Lublin Committee 
Podwale Street 6 0 - 6 1 
Poland 

after the uprising 9 0 - 9 2 
Allies' betrayal 1 1 , 92 
German and Soviet invasion and 

occupation 5 - 1 0 
resistance 7 - 1 0 
Soviet ' l iberation' 1 1 - 1 4 , 14, 80 , 8 2 - 8 7 

Powisle 4 2 . 6 9 - 7 0 , 7 5 , 80 
Poznan riots (1956) 92 
PPS (Polska Partia Socjalistyczna) 2 2 , 53 
Praga 39 , 4 3 - 4 4 , 5 0 , 80 , 82 
Prudential Building 4 1 , 4 6 , 82 
PWPW (Polish Security Printing Works) 

Building 67 , 68 , 7 2 - 7 3 

Rados law see Mazurkiewicz, 
Pulkownick J an 

R A F 8, 2 3 - 2 4 , 6 2 , 8 2 - 8 3 
Reck, M a j o r M a x 20 , 2 1 , 5 5 , 80 

see also German forces: units: 
Kampfgruppe Reck 

Red Army 
1st Belorussian Front 12, 13 , 37 
2nd Tank Army 1 3 , 3 7 , 4 8 - 5 0 
3rd Tanks Corps 4 8 , 50 
8th Guards Army 13 
8th Guard Tanks 50 
16th Tank Corps 50 
47th Army 82 
German counterattack 4 8 - 5 0 
'liberation' of Poland 1 1 - 1 4 , 14 , 80 , 

8 2 - 8 7 
Reinefarth, SS-Gruppenfuhrer Heinrich 

background 19 
and city centre fighting 70 , 71 
and first 96 hours 4 5 , 4 7 
and Kaminski Brigade 70 
and the Old Town 60 , 6 1 , 67 , 69 
performance and later life 9 1 , 92 
and Wolla Mas sacre 5 1 , 5 3 , 5 5 
see also Kampfgruppe Reinefarth 

Rohr, Generalmajor Giinter 2 0 , 70 , 7 1 , 
74 , 79 , 8 2 , 87 , 89 
see also Kampfgruppe Rohr 

Rokicki , Podpulkownik Jozef (Karol) 
7 5 - 7 9 , 87 

Rokossovsky, Marsha l K. 12 , 3 7 , 6 2 , 8 2 , 
8 7 , 9 1 , 9 2 

Rowecki , General brygady Stefan 7, 9, 
10, 4 7 

Ryszard, Kapi tan Bialous (Jerzy) 6 9 , 
80 , 86 

Sadyba 79 
Sanacja regime 5 
Saxon Gardens 4 8 , 5 5 , 7 1 , 79 
Schmidt, Oberst Willy 2 1 , 2 1 , 5 1 , 5 5 , 

6 1 , 6 8 
see also German forces: units: 

Kampfgruppe Schmidt 
sewers 6 7 , 6 9 , 7 2 - 7 3 
Sikorski, Wladys law 7 , 1 0 - 1 1 
Smorawinski , General brygady Mieczyslaw 

11 
snipers 6 1 , 6 4 - 6 5 (66) 
Solidarity 92 
Soviet Union 

A K political resistance to 3 3 - 3 4 
attitude to uprising 3 7 , 6 2 - 6 3 , 88 
invasion of Poland 6, 7 
Katyn Woods Massacre 1 0 - 1 1 , 11 
pact with Germany 5 - 6 
post-war treatment of Poland 9 1 - 9 2 
pre-war relations with Poland 5 
see also Red Army 

Srodmiescie 7 9 - 8 0 
SS 

put in charge of uprising 4 5 , 55 
relations with Poles 4 7 
see also German forces 

SS Stauferhaserne 12, 43 
Stahel, Generalleutnant Rainer 2 1 , 36 , 

4 5 , 4 6 , 5 5 

Stalin, Josef 
attacks Warsaw at last 82 
attitude to uprising 37 , 6 2 - 6 3 , 83 
and Guderian's counterattack, 50 
and Katyn Woods Massacre 1 0 - 1 1 
and Soviet invasion of Poland 6, 7 

State Securities building 41 
Szare Szeregi 2 2 - 2 3 , 2 5 , 35 

tank destroyers 2 8 , 36 
tanks 14, 45 
Teatralny Square 67 , 69 , 7 2 - 7 3 , 87 
trains, armoured 29 

Umschlagplatz rail loading dock 4 1 - 4 2 
uniforms and clothing: Polish 2 2 , 2 5 , 

50 , 70 
USAAF 82-83 

Vistula bridges 35 , 4 2 , 43^44, 5 5 , 80 , 8 1 , 
82 , 8 3 - 8 7 

Vormann, General der Panzertruppen 
Nikolaus von 1 8 , 2 9 , 4 5 , 70 

Wacek see Micuta, Kapitan Waclaw 
Wachnowski see Ziemski, Podpulkownick 

Karol J an 
Warsaw 

city centre fighting 70-80 
German capture and occupation 6, 6, 8 
German fortifications 33 
German razing 90, 91 
maps 40 , 4 9 , 52 , 72-73 , 8 1 , 84, 8 5 , 88 

Warsaw Arsenal 62 , 67 
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising (1943) 10 
Warsaw Polytechnic 74-75 
Warsaw University 75, 76-77 (78) 
weapons and artillery 

AK 2 3 - 2 4 , 39 
flame-throwers 6 4 - 6 5 (66), 74 
German 2 8 - 2 9 
grenades 50 , 6 4 - 6 5 (66), 7 6 - 7 7 (78) 
machine and sub-machine guns 2 2 , 2 3 , 

5 9 , 7 6 - 7 7 (78) 
mortars 2 9 , 68 
Nebelwerfer rocket launchers 7 1 , 71 
PI AT anti-tank launchers 7 1 , 7 6 - 7 7 

(78), 79 
pistols 67 , 74 
rocket-firing half-tracks 27 , 29 
Sten guns 70 
StuG III assault guns 5 6 - 5 7 (58), 6 4 - 6 5 

(66), 70 , 86 
Sturmpanzer IVs 26 , 28 , 70 
Sturmtigers 28 

Wola 4 1 , 4 6 , 4 8 , 5 5 - 5 9 , 7 0 
Wola Massacre (1944) 1 9 , 5 1 - 5 5 , 5 2 , 

5 6 - 5 7 (58) 
Wolomin 4 8 - 5 0 
women soldiers 2 2 , 89 

Ziemski, Podpulkownick Karol J a n 
(Wachnowski) 18 , 60 , 6 1 , 67 , 6 8 - 6 9 , 73 

Z O B (Zydowska Organizacja Bojowa) 
10, 5 3 , 89 

Zoliborz 3 8 - 3 9 , 5 5 , 8 5 , 8 7 - 8 8 
Zurowski , Podpulkownik Antoni (Huber) 

4 3 - 4 4 
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