The S5, in all of its many guises, was one of tha key
p'i}ll|lfu=||'|'|'ll|l|-ﬁ|":|l Siuciungs of the Third Reich. It grew

—__ A e from a small, fanatical roop of 200 men who were
T Pring t‘ll 4 i Hitler's personal bodyguard, 1o an organization of hun-
. : dreds of thousands of personnel who were involved in
= _ every aspect of German society during the war, On the
Frundsbherg 3 . battlefield 55 forces were réenowned for their superb
: combal skills; they were also synonymous with the
— e brutalies of ihe concentration camps

Horsl Wessal

Tha S5 were Hitler's ideclogical troops and their élite
slatug |5 nowhere mare apparent than in their wni
forms. Himmbar, Reichsiohrer of the 85 ragarded his
forces as a modemn incamation of the chivalkic ardecs
and fook a personal interest o their wenforms and
accoutarments. The lighining runes and the Death's

Hermann -.;;.!, Salz : Head badge are firmly associated with tham, but thesa
e S J are only two aspects of a wide range of insignia, uni
forms, weapons. and awards which were unigue to tha
55

NJASINT NIgoY

Right from the early days, roops of the Siabswache
wiirg sel apar by their Black képi hats The introducton
of the black uriform in 1932 was an inspired decision
setting the 55 apart from other troops and lending an
air of both elegance and menace to a band of man
anca snifingly dismissed as “asphalt solders.” Black
gradually gave way to the field gray of the other forces
of the Reich from 1838, altering the political image of
the 55 10 a more military one

Accoutenments were largely similar 10 thosa Issued 1o
the army, but cerain dems were distinguished by spe-
cial insignia unique fo the 35, Edged weapons, for
exampla, ware angraved with the motio Meine Ehra
Hedsst Trede, and the held gray uniform womn by the
Watten-55 sporled dislingtive 55 rank and unil
mzignia. Sumilarly, although the 35 were dligible for all
thit wsiEal political and miitary awards of the Third
Reich, there was also as a number unigue 1o them
such as the Anb-Partisan badge and the highly prizad
Totenkop! ring presented to the &lite few

55 Regalia provides a unique record of the uniforms
and regalia of the 55, With an authoritative text and
over 200 photographs, many specially-commissionad
it will b2 a valuable addition 1o the shelves of anyona
interested in military history

ROBIN LUMSDEN
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Graduate of the University of 51 Andrews, Fife police
man Robin Lumsden has writien a number of books
on the history, wniforms and insigrda of the Thind
Reich, A keen collecior of militara, he currently lives
near Edinburgh, Scolland
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Frundsherg

Uinc of England is a militania consultant speciakzing in
raseanch on the Third Reich. He publishes a sale cal-
alog of Thrd Resch militana twice a year
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4 REGALIA

SACEM Crat

Cull armbands ol “Oermanic” 535 dmsions
Thit 55 Anki-ParrEan it

S Afrnamd

1930 cap Toberkapl

1938 cap onipe

35 spors vest Msighia

Black NCD dress urdom

H3DAP Gaolden Party batdog

25-Polize goeneryl 5 chamns aaghs

10 55 lan i ) |

1. Wallen 55 feregn voluntoer sieove shislds
12 Schdboch of solder in Totenkop! Desision
13 18l pafien sumemen camoufiage unlorm
14 102320 kdp Tolerkopd

15 Tobenkopd rng awarded by Himmier

16 Allgemesnn-55 oflicor's cap
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waE 1 55 troops off-duty.
PacE 27 55 troops parade &t Nurembuang. 1933

paGE X Insignia 1or an SS-0Obersiurmicheesr in 55-LAH

racn 4-5: Faniare irumgeiers of the Lebsinndarte- 55 Adoll Hitler”, 1933,






After the defeat of Germany at the end of World Warl in
MNovember 1918, the government collapsed, revolution
sweplt the country and politics became a dangerous
business, with all sides emploving strong-arm tactics
MNationalist groups sprang up all over Germany, l.ulh
the aim of ridding the ] u.J of the ‘Movember Traitors’
who had brought the disgrace of the dictated peace, and
of the Communists and Spartakists whose first lovalty
was Lo Bolshevik Russia. Nationalists came from every
level of society, and at the lower end of the Munich
gocial scale waz Anton Drexler's tiny German Workers'
Party, one of whose meetings Adolf Hitler attended as a
military observer in Seplember 1919, He subs 'I.‘Ilr r||_|_I
_|||I!|Hiﬂ! party and, through hi :
[.J.IH.:' took it over from the outss nanging 1Its name to
the National Socialist German Workers' I":_L'J'F.I'.'
(Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei, or
NSDAP),
The stewards for the founding meeting of the NSDAP

on 24 February 1920 were a squad of Zeit
temporary volunteers, armed with pistols and ¢ |1~.l in
the field-gray of the Munich Reichswehr to which they
were attached. Hitler's speech on found a loud echo
in the ranks of the Freikorps, the hastily-formed units
of demobilized right-wing troops who had banded to-
gether on an ad hoe basis to smash riots, keep order in

treets and prevent Germany from becoming a Bol-

vik regime, Such armed supporters might well have
been h:'.']'l'lFl:'I[]'II_'T'.r._'. bt 1_|"lr._~:-. |.'4_"|'l;i|'|'|]l'|.' had no un-;i_'.'i|||_:
lovalty to the new movement. So, towards the end of
15°21). & permanent and regular Nazi formation called
the ifzE, or Hall Guard, was et up to protect
Spea it WslAER meetings, In November 1921, the
VArIous achutz groups out Havaria were
consolidated by the Freikorps leader Ernst Rihm and
renamed Sturmabtetlungen, or § ifter the élite Ger-
man Army ass ents of World War 1. In re-
turn for securing the organizing abilities of Rihm and
other military sponsors, Hl[!n’ had to let his ‘party

FRENGUS PaGES: Hitler consecrating
miw 55 battalion flags at the
Misribarg Pty Balby i 1833

A Erndl Rshm, Stabschel ol
thi 34, whose onganizational shall
melped make possible Hitler's ngo
Dl [Peinger

LEFT: Hirmmiler, Sl wearning
Lbergruppeniiohner insignea,
mgating Ay aMicedss shorily
brboem thi Neghl of the Long
Kritvas. Ha s A1 l.'i'.l.l:lp' Karl
Wi, Rnhand Haydrich and Hans
Prifzmann

AN FGsT; Frinkorps. i 2
mannirg an armcdsd car in Bedlin,
spnng 1919, Tha death's haad,
lommierty used DY empanal panoer
units, was adopted by & number al
Frodeorps formartions,

migait: Freshierr won Manteutiel and
i o Rt Batte Froikoms in Riga.
Apail 1080, Such troops would kter
provide aager volunissrs for tha
L5




aBoE: MAZIS on the march in 1922,
Mot tha aarty Nlags with ‘siatic”
swaslias. Marmy 58 men during
Enig. paprsned gimply olaingd the
uniforms Ty had worm during the
191418 war, strpped of insignia
and with the addiion of swasiia
armbands

LEFT: Hilor and Rdhm inspectng
massed ranks of Sturmablduingsn
at Minbaerg, Seplembar 1933, Tha
rowdly SA was by then 40 times tha
size of the German Asmy.

ABOVE mGHT: Juliug Schisck,
Hirles"s chaufour, &5 an 55-
Standartent dhrer in 1933, Schreck
wi® £o-Founder of tha Slosstrupp
Adall Hitler, and was newer far from
the Fabner's side unbl his daath
from meningitis in 1938,

faGHT: Himmiles, Hess, Gregor
Strasser and Frand voo Salomon
gFTound Hitler a1 the Raichs Party
Dy in Mimiberg, Augual 1027, The
black képss 58 Himimlar and Hess
apaet as mambers of tha 55

troops’ slip under the aegis of the Freikorps and Reichs-
wehr. By the time it paraded at the first national rally of
the NSDAP in January 1923, the SA numbered 6000
men in four regiments. In an effort betier to control the
rapidly growing organization, Hitler appointed the
former air ace, Hermann Goring, to lead it, but Goring
was naturally lazy and self-indulgent and the driving
force behind the SA remained Rihm. Frustrated by
Rohm's ambition and independence, which were upheld
by the military, Hitler was compelled to 2et up yet an-
other body of men, from outzide the SA. which would be
entirely devoted to him. Thus the 55 was born

In March 1923 Hitler ordered the formation of a
Munich-based bodyguard known as the Stabswache,
whose members swore an ocath of lovalty to him
personally. Two months later, to avoid confusion with
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other S3A units of the same name, the Stabswache was
integrated into a new, 30-man squad called the Stoss-
frupp Adolf Hitfer, led by Julius Schreck and Josef
Berchtold. The Stosstrupp participated in the ill-fated
Munich Putseh on 9 November 1923, when Hitler's
attempt to seize power in Bavaria by force ended in dis-
aster. During the episode, Stosstrupp member Ulrich
Graf saved Hitler’s life and was severely wounded in
the process. His bravery that day left a lasting im-
pression on the Nazi Fuhrer.

Following the Pulsch, the NSDAP was banned and
the 5A dizzolved. On his release from prison in Decem-
ber 1924, Hitler began to rebuild his shattered party. In
February 1925 the NSDAP was reconstituted and the
SA reactivated in an unarmed form. However, there
was still no national SA, which remained at that stage
little more than a social club for young roughnecks. In
March, on the advice of Schreck, Hitler recommended Lo
local party leaders the setting up of small guard details
to be known as Schutzstaffein, or protection squads, a
new term subject to none of the governmental prohibi-
tions and not identified with the old Freikorps tradi-
tions. The Schutzstaffel der NSDAP, soon abbreviated
Lo 33, was to comprise 10-man squads selected from the
most reliable party members. Their sole purpose would
be to protect Hitler and other Nazi leaders during their
political campaigning throughout Germany. On 9
November 1925 the existence of the 55 was officially
Enﬁrlmmﬂl in a ceremony at the Munich Feldherrn-

atle.

During the spring of 1926, 756 Schutzstaffeln were
formed right across the country. A new SS-Oberleitung

B Warnberos
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was created and headed by Berchtold, with the self-
styled title of Reichsfiihrer der 85, However, he rapidly
logt interest and in March 1927 relinquished his office to
his deputy, Erhard Heiden. Despite the extension of its
numbers and theoretical prestige. the 58 remained a

rganization subordinated to the SA. The latter
kept a jealous eve on 35 expansion and local SA com-
manders consistently used the S5 under their control
for the most demeaning tasks, such as distributing pro-
paganda leaflets and recruiting subscribers to the party

newspaper, the Volkischer Beobachter. By the end of

1928, morale in the 35 was at an all-time low and mem-
bership plummeted. Photographs dating [rom that
period rarely show as many as 10 85 men together.
The watershed in the development of the 85 can be
traced to a gingle day = 6 January 1929, On that fateful
date, Heinrich Himmler took command of the organiza-
tion at a time when the SA was becoming increasingly
rebellious. In April, the new Reichsfilhrer obtained
approval for a recruiting plan designed to create a truly
s body out of the 55, and by 1930 it had grown to a
foree of 2000 men, with its own officer corps. When the
SA in northern Germany rebelled against Gauleiter
Josef Goebbels and his bourgeois NSDAFP hierarchy in
Berlin, only the local S5 under Oberfiuhrer Kurt
Daluege remained loval to Hitler. The revaolt collapsed
and Himmler was rewarded with his appointment as
security chiel of the NSDAFP headquarters in Munich.
In effect, he was made head of the party police.
The 85 grew steadily during 1931-32 within the
matrix of a rapidly expanding SA and NSDAFP member-
ship. Himmler kept busy changing and rechanging his

numibers of S& present, three 55
e e Tonmeed up af the hiad of
the parade. The seeds of 55 ditism
had already bedn Somin.

DELCw LEFT: 55 men Srepans 1o Sl
fire to a oolleciEon of placards and
flags seed from Berlin
Communests, March 1933, The early
black wniforms leature akghi
differences in the cul and podficn
of butions. Shaulder siraps have
o yel been introduced, and o
55 man S5l waars a kipl.

ABGVE ToaHT: A group of
Faichahrisgallag gy Frakarps
mamiers bofind the Bavanan War
Mimigtry on 9 Movemiber 1923, From
It b3 might i Bhed TOrgsground amn:
Waaickart, Knzinger, Hmmder [with
imparial war Flagl, Seidel-
Ditirmarsch and Fdhim

maeT; Duning the pariamentary
plpcticns of tha Summser of 1502,
thee MEDAP omerged as one of the
stronges! paries. Mitker hosted a
colebralory gathering for his
ndwest Reichitag masmbers in
Berlin's Hotel Kaisertod, and
AMGNG Ehose Grasent wishd von
Ulrich, Heanes, Himmlar, Riltor won
Eng and Fidhim

unit designations to keep up with the elaborate tables of
organization being constructed by Rohm and his stafl.
Bv the summer of 1932, the 53 numbered 450 officers
and 25,000 men, with administrative units known as
Oberfiihrer-Abschmitte interposed between about 40
regiments and the Reichsfihrer-55. During that vear,
the political struggle in Germany rapidly took on the
form of a civil war. The Communists and Socialists set
up armed militias and the SA and 85 responded. Ten 55
men were killed and several hundred wounded during
running street battles with the Red Front. The whole

scenario was lapped up by the 55 Old Guard, and their
catch-phrase, ‘Die Kampfzeit war die beste Zeit’ (‘The
fighting days were the best’) was frequently repeated as
a form of boast to young S5 men years later during the
Third Reich

As the crucial 1933 elections approached, it suited the
Mazis to create the impression that Germany wason the
verge of anarchy and that they had all the solutions. It
was perhaps not surprising that they won a great elec-
toral victory, and on 30 January the old Field Marshal
Paul von Hindenburg, President of the Reich and a sort




of ‘Ersatz HKaiser' (substitute emperor), entrusted
Hitler with the post of Chancellor and the responsibi-
lity of forming a government. Less than a month later,
the Reichstag building was burned to the ground and
the Communists were blamed. Hitler immediately gave
police powers to 25,000 SA and 15,000 55 men, and left-
wing opponents of the new regime began to be arrested
in large numbers and herded into makeshift prisons
and camps. While the 55 was consolidating its situation
and controlling its membership and recruitment by a
constant purging process, the SA began to throw its
weight about noisily. Denied a position in the Nazi state
to which it felt entitled, the S3A talked of a ‘Second Revo-
lution” which would sweep away both the bourgeois of
the party and the reactionaries of the Reichswehr. On
30 June 1934, the ‘Night of the Long Knives', Rothm and
the SA leadership were eliminated in operations
carried out by the 85 and the army.

On 20 July 1934, Hitler declared the 200,000-strong
55 an independent formation of the NSDAP and re-
moved it completely from SA control. Its position of
ascendancy was now assured and it entered a period of
consolidation; a new command structure and organiza-
tion was developed under Himmler, whose rank as

Reichsfithrer-55 for the first time actually meant what
it implied and made him directly subordinate to Hitler.
Under the 55 High Command, or Keichsfiihrung-S88,
the following eight main departments, or Hauptdmier,
ultimately evolved for the purpose of carrying out the
day-to-day work of directing and administering the
organization.

The Hauptamt Persinlicher Stab RfSS

(Pers. Stab RISS)

Himmler's personal staff, comprising specialist offi-
cials, advisers, honorary officers and administrative
personnel.

The 55 Hauptamt (55-HA )

The 55 Central Office, responsible for recruitment and
the maintenance of records on non-commizsioned 55
M.

The 58 Fithrungshauptamt (S3-FHA)

88 Operational Headquarters, which co-ordinated
training, the payment of wages, the supply of equip-
ment, arms, ammunition and vehicles, and the main-
tenance and repair of stocks.

OPPCEITE PARGE, TOP LEFT: 1933,
Himmilgr gnd theay genior 55
ladarship, & lew of whom sl
wgrl the Brownghert and kepd

CEPCRITE PAGE, BOTTOM LEFT
Reverses of a Blood Order,
awarded 1o Munich Puisch
weberans and featunng the
Faldharmballe monumend, and a
25mm lapssl-buttonhole version of
this Goddan Party Badige.

OFiGETE PAGE, edsT: Himimbss &hd

Aghm in August T,

mianT: Rdhm and his sialf = 1830,
The afs-gyed Vikies Lulee, o
Adhm"s ol presided over tha
miich weakar SA Iradm 1904 unbl
1043,

miLcews Thie Blocd Order, shown
Fiar with its case and laps
miraature, and the Golden Party
Badgo were symibols of the Mazi
OHd Guard.
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The Reichssicherheitshauptamt (ESHA)

The Reich’s Central Security Office, controlling the
security police of the Third Reich, including the Kripo.
Gestapo and SD. It was also responsible for both foreign
and domestic intelligence operations, espionage and
counter-espionage, and combating political and com-
mon=law crime.

The 55 Wirtschafts- und Verwaltungshauptamt
(S5-WYHA)

The 55 Economic and Administrative Department,
which oversaw a large number of 55 industrial and
agricultural undertakings, administered the finances
of the 55 and ran the concentration camps.

The Rasse- und Siedlungshauptamt (HuSHA)

The Race and Settlement Department looked after the
racial purity of all 85 members and was responsgible for
execuling the policy of settling 55 men in the eastern
territories.

The Hauptamt S5-Gericht | HA SS-Gericht)

The 55 Legal Department administered the disciplin-
ary side of the special code of laws to which members of
the S5 were subject.

The S5 Personalhauptamt ( Pers. HA)
The 55 Personnel Department dealt with personnel
matters and kept records on all 85 officers.

Immediately below the Hauptimter were the 55 Obe.
rabzchnitte (Regions) and Abschnrtte (Districts), the
bases of the 53 territorial organization.

From 1933-34, the 55 split into two distinct groups:
the traditional Allgemeine-S55, which was basically
part-time and lulfilled a police function; and the full-
time military Beaffnele-55, or armed 55, Each had its
own distinetive serieg of uniforms and regalia. Both
branches shared, however, total lovalty and commit-
ment to Hitler, relizhing the obedience required of them
as the Fithrer's bodyguard.

LEFT: 55 patron memibers, the
Férdarmdo Mitghader, or FM, wane
pedinary Ciligens wha Dound
thaemsalves 1 pay & manthiy
conltribition 1o 55 hands @ relem
for Himmiler's. proteciion, In aflect,
the Fid ceganization Decam & so
of ‘Mar Freemasonry', through
whech members could secune
employment. business deals and
promation. YWhen oneolled, sach
pAlngn wias presenied walh &
membership book and lapel badge,
and ook out 8 subscription to the
FM-Tedilschnftl. Ths parbowlar isswen
of thit magazne features a cover
phatagraph of the eguestrian 5E.
Dbersturmidhngr Gunther Temme
and heg hargs "Mordland', recent
stars of the Berlin ﬂl:.ll'l'lﬂiﬁﬂ-.

vagHT; The SO atracied many
infellachuals iMo its ranks. Thess
sdhpniity documents relate (o Dy
biax Werner, who sdrusd woih e
Socurity Police in Wissbaden, Tha
Gastago warand disk balow gave
the beorer unlsmided powners ol
accoess and arresd,
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The first and foremost duty of the entire 85 organiza-
tion waz always the protection of Adolf Hitler. Aflter the
advent of the Leibstandarte, however, whoze members
'|.'|.'|::|!|'|-!l_-|'| |'*:I|.|-['ir'|'u= o & rola h:'.'h'.q"l'l'l :|:'|{| ;_ln;'.._'rrrl'|||4|r':i|_'-:1
Hitler on his journeva throughout the Reich, the part-
time 55 men who had originally been recruited on a
local hasis to protect the Fihrer during his trips around
Germany found that aspect of their work effectively
taken from them. Conzequently, it was decided that as
of 19034 the main dav-to-day function of these highly dis-
ciplined Allgemeine-55 volunteers would be to support
the palice in maintaining public order. The Nazi posi-
tion in 1934-35 was far from secure, and the Allge-
meine-53 rapidly expanded with the formation of many
new units trained and equipped to combat any counter-
revolution. The typical 35 infantry regiment, or Fiss-
Standarte, comprized 2000 men organized into active
and reserve battalions (Sturmbanne), companies
(thrmed, platoonzs ( repperd, sections (Scharen ) and
files { Kodten), These were supported by a vast arrav of
specialists, including cavalry regiments (Reifersfan-
4:’::.'1'."|'.'r'. :"iHI'Ii_I.I!" |'|-:'|H,l|i1|l'|h l.""rlln'.".'r'rl'."if:':J.ﬂ'rr.r.rrn‘.lrr.rJ.'.'q".
engineer battalions | Prontersturmbanne), medical com-
panies (Sgniudisstiirme), a flving company (Flieger-
sturm) and a supplementary reserve (Stammabie:-
fung), It was planned that, in the event of any internal
uprising, the Allgemeine-55 would take over the oper-
ation of the poat office, national radio network, public
utilities and public transport, as well a2 acting as police
reinforcementa, However, the anticipated eivil unrest
never came about, and so the duties of the Allge-
meine-S5 before the outbreak of war in 1939 were

rarnous Paces: Hitler refums from
Raby, 10 Mary 1938, The pholograph
wilts Laken af Munich stateon

aBoneE: Hilber arriving al Tempselhod
i i Baih on Labos Dy, 1 May
TR3E, MNoba the diferances n oull of
e 55 goriicd Bumicg, wihsth had
Sl nepll Danpn Ty standanrdaed
admagt bwo yoars atbor Ehaer
introsduction

LprT; Hifler supporis NSDAP-
member Goneral Kol Litomann an
Bha lafber & B55h berthadary in 1934,
whilg inspecting a Lmbsiandarto
guaand of hignor

maEn: Hiller addressed a orpeed o
cvir o millicn at the Temipalhol
areana, 1934, His Leibsiandarte
Egtrguifrd delsshment was
commanded by 55-
Hipigpistismdiphng: Wilhedm Mohnks,
|CEmied) wish was 10 SEFeave
nobonety when hae ordenpd fhe
minsaachd ol S0 Briiah Driscnars-
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generally restricted to overseeing crowd control at
party rallies and ether celebrations, including national
holidays and state visits of foreign dignitaries,

The close relationship between the 55 and police
grew apace aflter Himmler was appointed Chel der
Deutschen Polizei in June 1936, The Reichsiihrer
planned Lo merge the bwo bodies into a single State Pro-
teEction t'||r|h ar Sl |r|.|'.||._||-llrjl which was Lo e
achieved first by reorganization and then by the .LIH-IIr]J--
tion of police personnel into the Allgemeine-SS
.] hllrll.;:lurl.ll I!|||_' I1_'I||.._|.I!|-:_|1_'| of 1|It' ||||r11 hl_'ll.'||_ i | ]¢|r|_-:4_'
I1IJI!'1.||1'!I' |r|. [Hllllll.'.l”". I'|_'|i:|.|!'|||* ;1|:!|r.! Fac l._:||". :-.|_Ilr_i_||!|]|_'
palicemen were granted S5 membership, being taken
inta the Stammabteillung with 35 ranks eguivalent to
their police status., Himmler ultimat succesded in
nchieving contr f all conventional German po
forces, the fire brigade, railway and post office guar
rescue and emergency serv intelligence agencie:
and even night watchm Moreover, all the corres-
ponding domestic po T in the conguersd
countries, including the British Constabulary serving
on the Channel Islands, came under his authority.
Through their direction of these agencies, with their
vast resources and intimate local knowledge, the Allge-
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ized a power and influence
more widespre ...l M‘:d |-1';Iq-|,1|1. ¢ than anything contem-
plated by their fighting comradez in the Walfen-35
during World War 11
Allgemeine-535 members whoe were engaged in re-
ions which prevented their call-up in
wk an active role in the war effort at home, In
many cities, special S5 W ompanie and Alarm-
i rrre we tailed to pro tories, bridges, roads
1d other strategic point: i fzschutz or
i ame 55 men worked as
auxiliaries with the Customs Service while others
helped with the ]|.u1-l'=l supervized foreign laborers
and engaged in welfare work. During 1944-45, the
cadres of the Allgemeine-: pread throughout Ger-
many, co-ordinated the organization of the Vil
orf Home Guard, which came under Himmler's control
Conditions of servige in the Allgemeine-58 high-
lighted the élite nature of the orga tion. Recruiting
was alwavs strictly controlled, e during the war,
with most youn 3 men coming directly from the
ranks of the Hitler Youth. The latter worked hand-in-
glove with the 35, and adopted many of its uniform
accoulerments and rituals. Selection was based on
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Lot o 18033 50 Mazi couphos worg
married 10 4 mass sannce whsth
took place in thae Church of Lararus
in Baawlin.

BELOW LEFT: AR 35 maniage permit
and thrise 55 bookplates, The 55
Engagaman and Marriage Ordiar,
dating Braemn 1831, dictated That all
mmbers of the 55 had 10 obtam
Humambas"s vrifion penmession io
marry, wihich oould b retused on
racial or physical grounds
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racial purity, good health and a disciplined character,
and training was carried out over a three-vear period,
with statutory breaks for obligatory service in the
armed forces or Reichsarbeiisdienst. The confirmed 55
man remained in the active Allgemeine-55 until he was
35 vears old, after which he could transfer to one of the
25 reserve units. Promotion was awarded on merit, and
a strict S5 legal and disciplinary code governed the be-
havior of every 35 member, Ultimately, 55 men were
answerable only to special 55 and police courts for any
crimes and offenses they committed, an re in effect
put above the normal jurisdiction of the civil courts. The
man were also
required of his 1 stian weddings
placed by neo-pag for the Allgeme
with couples exp
The Allgemeine-35 eventually outgrew its police
function and came to have a wide-ranging effect on all
aspects of life throughout Nazi Germany. The racial
policies of the Third Reich were put into operation
through 55 agencies, primarily the Reichskommissa-
rial fiir die Festigung des deutschen Volkstums, or
REKFDV, the Reich Commission for the Conzolidation of
Germanism, which organized the rezettlement of racial
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German repatriates in the occupied eastern territories,
Another 55 group, the Vofksdeutsche Mitielzielle or
VOMI, plaved a significant part in paving the way for
the Nazi occupation of Austria and Czechozlovakia, In
an effort to prove the racial hypotheses of National
Socialism by scientific means, Himmler set up Ahnen-
erbe, a body for the research of ancestral heritage. The
S5 duly carried out archaeological excavations
throughout Europe in the search for the origins of the
Mordic race, a study which ultimately resulted in
human experimentation using concentration camp in-
mates,

The concentration camp svstem also gave the 55
access o an unlimited supply of cheap expendable
labor, which led to a thriving 55 economy. Various
manufacturing enterprises were set up in the camps,
and workers leased out to private firms on sub-contract.
The acquisition of large fertile territories during the
war greatly enlarged the scope of these activities.
Farming and stockbreeding in Poland, and lumbering,
mining and fishing in Russia all entered the field of S5
economics, and between 1941 and 1944 the 55 exploited
the wealth, resources and population of the conguered
East on a masgsive gcale. Himmler eventually controlled
over 500 factories, producing 75 per cent of Germany's
soft drinks and 95 per cent of the country's furniture.
Most of the uniforms and equipment used by the 55 and
police were manufactured in the camps, whose inmates
also baked bread, processed meat, made munitions and
repaired leather goods. The 58 ran quarries, brick-
works, cement factories, food research laboratories, a

publishing house, a sword smithy and even a poreelain
works. The money which flowed into 55 coflers as a re-
gult was vast, and helped to strengthen Himmler's posi-
tion and maintain the fimancial auwtonomy of his
organization

Through its industrial connections, the Allge-
meine-55 cultivated and recruited hundreds of com-
pany directors, businessmen and landowners, Others
became S8 patron members, making regular donations
to 33 funds in return for Himmiler’s favor and protec-
tion. By means of a thorough policy of infiltration, the
25 duly permeated right through every branch of offi-
cial and semi-official German life. By May 1944, no less
than 25 per cent of the leading personalities in Ger-
many were members of the Allgemeine-55, some being
regulars and others so-called "Ehrenfihres or honorary
officers. They included almost all of Hitler's immediate
entourage, men in key party and government posts, top
eivil servants, members of the military aristocracy, doe
tors, scientists, university professors and those promi-
nent in the fields of culture and charitable works, After
the failed plot to assassinate Hitler in July 1944, the 55
fimally avercame that last bastion of the old traditional
Germany, the army, with S5 penerals taking over the
military administration and secret weapons program.
By the end of 1944, the Allgemeine-55 had seized
almost total political, military and economic power in
Cermany.

The uniforms and regalia of the Allgemeine-55 de-
vieloped as the organization expanded, and will now be
covered in some detail.
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The Death’s Head

Of all 88 umiform trappings and accouterments, the one
emblem which endured throughout the history of the
organization and became firmly associated with it was
the death’'s head, or Tetenkopf, an eerie motil com-
prising a skull and crossed bones. It has often been
assumed that the death’s head was adopted simply to
strike terror into the hearts of those who saw it. How-
ever, that was not &0, It was chosen as a direct and emo-
tional link with the past, and in particular with the
élite military units of the Imperial Reich.

Medieval German literature and romantic poems
were filled with references to dark forces and the
symbaols of death and destruction. In 1740, a large right-
facing jawless death’s head with the bones lying behind
the skull, embroidered in silver bullion, adorned the
black funeral trappings of the Prussian King, Frederick
William 1. In his memory, the Leib-Husaren Hegiments
Nos. 1 and 2, élite Prussian royal bodyguard units
which were formed the following vear, took hlack as the

color of their uniforms and wore a massive Totenkopf of

similar design on their Pelzmiitzen or bushies. The
State of Brunswick followed suit in 1809 when the
death’s head was adopted by its Hussar Regiment No.
T and the third battalion of Infantry Regiment No, 92
The Brunswick Totenkopl differed slightly in design
from the Prussian one, with the skull facing forward
and situated directly above the crossed bones. During
World War I the death’s head was chosen as a formation
sign by a number of crack German army units, particu-

larly the storm troops, flamethrower detachments and
tank battalions. After 1918 the death’s head surfaced
again on the streets of Germany, this time painted on
the helmets and vehicles of certain Freikorps, Because
of 1ts association with these formations, the Totenkopf
became symbolic not only of wartime daring and self-
gsacrifice but also of postwar traditionalism, anti-
Liberalism and anti-Balshevism

It is not surprising, therefore, that members of the
Stosstrupp Adolf Hitler eagerly took the Totenkopf as
their distinetive emblem in 1923, initially acquiring a
small stock of appropriate army surplus cap badges.
Their suceeszors in the 55 thereafter contracted the
firm of Deschler in Munich to restrike large quantities
of the Prussian-style jawless death’s head which they
uzed on their headgear for the next 11 vears, In 1934,
when the Prussian Totenkopl began to be worn as an
élite badge by the new army panzer units, the 55 de-
vised its own unique pattern of grinning death’s head,
with lower jaw, which it used thereafter until the 55’
demise in 1945

The 1934-pattern 55 Totenkop! ultimately took
various [arms, right-facing, lefi-facing and front-
facing, and appeared on the cloth headgear of all 55
members, [t was the centerpiece of the 55 Death’s Head
Ring and could be zeen on dagger and gorget suspensgion
chains, mess jackets, flags, standards, drum covers and
trumpet banners. Himmler wanted his men to be proud
of their heritage and there 15 no doubt that the histor-
ical associations of the death's head were well used to
that end.

Lorr: 55 cap nsignia @wolved
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The Runes

Alongside the Totenkopf, the 85 runes represented the
élitism and brotherly comradeship of the organization,
and were consciously elevated to an almost holy status.
They derived from the characters which formed the
alphabets used by the Germanic tribes of pre-Christian
Europe, and particularly appealed to Himmler's vision
of the S5 as a chivalric order, and to his fageination for

cryptic codes and hidden messages.

All pre-1939 Allgemeine-58 men were instructed in
runic symbolism as part of their probationary training.
By 1945, 14 main varieties of rune were in use by the 35,
and these are described from A to N below and shown in
the accompanyving illustrations. The finer points of
these runes were never generally appreciated by the
majority of men who wore them, and instruction in
their meanings ceased around 1940,

LEFT A sl tion of 535 collar
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C. Sig-Rune
AR
D. Ger-Rune t‘u‘ﬂl'lﬂl'rt]
G. Opfer-Aune H. Eif-Rune I. Leben-Rune
)
J. Toten-Rune K. Tyr-Rune BilsTeichen
X &
M. Hagall-Rune M. Odal-Rune
A The Hakenkreuz

The Hakenkreuz or swastika was the pagan Germanic
sign of Donner (or Thor), the Thunder God. A very simi-
lar symbaol was common in Hindu culture, although the
hooks faced to the left. Hindu legend stated that re-
versing the swastika would bring bad luck to the in-
stigator, During the nineteenth century it came to be
regarded as symbolic of nationalism, and in the
post-1918 period was adopted by the Ehrhardt Brigade
and other Freikorps units. As the senior badge of the
Nazi party and state, it inevitably featured on many 55
accouterments, either static (i.e. standing flat) or
mohile (i.e. standing on one point to give the appear-
ance of an advancing movement).

B The Sonnenrad
The Sonnenrad or sunwheel swastika was the old Norse
representation of the sun.

C The Sig-Rune

The Sig-Rune talso known as the Siegrune) was
symbolic of victory. Around 1932 55 man Walter Heck,
a graphic designer emploved by the badge manufac-
turing firm of Ferdinand HofTstitter in Bonn, drew two
Sig-Runes side by side and thus created the ubiquitous
‘85-Runen’ used thereafter by all branches of the
organization. The 85 paid him 2.50 Reichsmarks for the
rights to his design!

D The Ger-Rune
The Ger-Rune was symbolic of communal spirit.

E The Wolfsangel

The Wolfzangel. or Woll Hook, was originally a pagan
device which supposedly possezsed the magical power
to ward off wolves. It was adopted as an emblem by less
superstitious fifteenth-century peasants in their revolt
against the mercenaries of the German princes, and
was thereafter regarded as representing liberty and in-
dependence.

F The Wolfsangel (variant)

A squat version of the Wolfsangel with hooked arms
was worn as an early badge of the NSDAP, and was
later adopted by the Dulch 35.

G The Opfer-Rune

The Opfer-REune symbolized self-sacrifice. and com-
memorated the Nazi martyrs of the 1923 Munich
Putsch.

H The Eif-Rune

The Eif-Rune represented zeal and enthusiasm. It was
the early insignia of specially-selected 55 adjutants
assigned personally to Hitler and, as such, was worn by
Rudolf Hess in 1929,

I The Leben-Rune

The Leben-Rune or Life Rune symbolized life and was
adopted by the 55 Lebensborn Society, which ran
maternity homes, It likewize featured on 55 documents
and graves to show date of birth.

 The Toten-Rune
The Toten-Rune or Death Rune represented death, and

was used on documents and graves to show date of
death.

K The Tyvr-Rune

The Tyvr-Kune, also known as the Kampf-Rune or Battle
Rune, was the pagan Germanic sign of Tyr, the God of
War, and was symbolic of leadership in battle. It was
commonly used by the S8 as a grave marker, replacing
the Christian cross, and a Tvr-Rune worn on the upper
left arm indicated graduation from the SA
Reichsfihrerachule, which trained 55 officers until
1934, It was later the specialist badge of the 55 re-
cruiting and training department.

L The Heilszeichen

The Heilszeichen or Prosperity Symbols represented
success and good fortune, and appeared on the 55
Death’s Head Ring.

M The Hagall-Rune

The Hagall-Rune stood for the unshakable faith (in
Mazi philozophy! which was expected of all 535 mem-
bers, It featured on numerous ceremonial accouter-
ments, particularly those used at weddings.

M The Odal-Rune

The Odal-Rune symbolized kinship and family and the
bringing together of people of similar blood. 1t was the
badge of the 88 Race and Settlement Department.



The Traditional Uniform

The earliest Nazis wore normal civilian clothing and
were distinguished only by their crudely hand-made
Kampfhinde, or swastika armbands, worn on the left
upper arm. With the advent of the paramilitary SA in
1921, however, it became necezsary to evolve a uniform
specifically for its members. At first, their dress lacked
any consistency and was characteristically Freikorps in
style, generally taking the form of field-gray army sur-
plus double-breasted windcheater jackets, waist belts
with cross-straps, gray trousers, trench boots,
mountain caps and steel helmets, Many SA men simply
retained the uniforms they had worn during World War
1, stripped of badges. The swastika armband was the
only constant feature, sometimes bearing a metal
numeral or emblem to indicate unit identity, and a
metal ‘pip’ or cloth stripes to denote rank. In 1923, mem-
bers of the Stabswache and Stosstrupp Adolf Hitler
wore similar garb with the addition of a Prussian-
pattern death's head on the cap, usually surmounted by
the Reichskokarde, a circular metal cockade in the Im-
perial colors of black, white and red. After the failure of
the Munich Putsch and the banning of the SA and
Stosstrupp, the men continued to wear their old uni-
forms of the clandestine ‘Frontbanne', adding a steel
helmet badge to the center of the swastika armband.
At the end of 1924, Gerhard Rossbach, a former SA
officer, acquired a bargain lot of surplus German Army
tropical brown shirts in Austria. These items were, in
reality, not shirts at all but blouses with collars and
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pockets which were worn over an ordinary collarless
shirt. When the NSDAP and SA were reconstituted
during the spring of 1925, Hitler kitted his men out with
these readily available shirts and had ties, breeches
and képis made to match. So by chance circumstances
rather than design, brown became the adopted color of
the SA and the Mazi party in general.

When the 55 was formed in April of the same vear, its
members too were issued with brown shirts. To dis-
tinguizh them from the SA, however, they retained
their death's heads and wore black képis, black ties,
black breeches and black borders to the swastika arm-
band. By the end of 1925 the brown shirt with black
accouterments was firmly established as the so-called
‘traditional uniform’ of the 58, The vast majority of 35
men who were also members of the NSDAP wore the
MNazi party badge on their ties.

Un 9 November 1926, the rapidly expanding S5A in-
troduced collar patches or Kragenspiepe! to indicate
unit and rank, replacing the badges and stripes former-
ly worn on the armband. The right patch bore unit
numerals and the left patch a system of rank pips, bars
and oakleaves, In August 1929, the S8 followed suit
with a simplified series of black and silver patches. Un-
like their complex and multi-colored SA counterparts,
53 unit patches did not indicate Sturmbann or Sturm
identity, which was instead shown on narrow black
bands known as culT titles worn on the lower left sleeve,
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Within every Fuss-Standarte, each Sturmbann was
assigned a color which bordered the upper and lower
edges of the cuff title. The prescribed Sturmbann colors
WeTe:

Sturmbann | = Green

Sturmbann Il = Dark Blue

Sturmbann 111 - Red

Sturmbann IV (Reserve) - Light Blue

The number and, if appropriate, honor name of the
wearer's Sturm appeared embroidered in gray or silver
thread on the title. Thus a member of the 2nd Sturm, 1st
Sturmbann, 4lst 85 Fuss-Standarte would wear a
green-bordered cufT title bearing the numeral *2" in con-
junction with the number ‘41" on his right collar patch.
A man in the 11th Sturm ‘Adolf Hoh', 3rd Sturmbann,
30th 53 Fuss-Standarte would sport a red-edged culfl
title with the legend *11 Adolf Hih', and regimental
numeral ‘30" on the right collar patch. All members of
Allgemeine-S85 cavalry units had vellow-edged cufl
titles while those of signals and pioneer formations had
their titles bordered in brown and black, respectively. A
relatively small number of cuff titles bore Homan
numerals or designations relating to stafl or specialist
appointments.

During the autumn of 1929, a small sharp-winged
eagle and swastika badge, or Hohertsabzeichen, was in-
troduced for wear on the SA and S5 képi in place of the
Reichskokarde. 85 bandsmen’s uniforms were further
modified by the addition of black-and-white military-
style ‘swallow’s nests” worn at the shoulder.

At the end of 1931, the S5 adopted the motto, ‘Meine
Ehre heisst Treue' ('My Honor is Loyalty’) following a
well-publicized open letter from Hitler to Kurt Daluege
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after the collapse of the northern SA revolt, declaring in
his praise: ‘538 Mann, deine Ehre heisst Treue'. Almost
immediately, a belt buckle incorporating the motto into
its design was commissioned and produced by the Over-
hofT firm of Liudenscheid to replace the SA buckle hith-
erto worn by all members of the S5, The new belt buckle
was circular for officers and rectangular for other
ranks, and continued in wear unchanged until 1945.

In May 1933, shoulder straps or Achselzticke were de-
vised for wear on the right shoulder only. These straps
were adornments to be used in conjunetion with the col-
lar insignia already in existence and indicated rank
level (1.e, enlisted man or NCO, junior officer or inter-
mediate officer ete.) rather than actual rank

In February 1934, a silver Honor Chevron for the Old
Guard (Ehremwinkel fiir Alte Kdmpfer) was authorized
for wear on the upper right arm by all members of the
S5 who had joined the 85, NSDAP or any of the other
party-affiliated organizations prior to 30 January 1933.
The Honor Chevron came to be regarded as the badge of
the ‘die-hard’ Nazi, even although an 18-vear-old S5 re-
eruit in 1939 would have been entitled to wear it had he
been a 10-year-old Hitler Youth in 1931. Qualification
was later extended even further to include former mem-
bers of the police or armed forces who fulfilled certain
conditions and transferred into the S8

The traditional brown shirt uniform of the 53 there-
fore developed almest continually over 11 years and in-
corporated many additions or alterations at specific
times. These can be of great assistance in dating period
photographs, With the advent of the black uniform, the
traditional uniform was gradually phased out and it
was not generally worn after 1934, except on special
ceremonial occasions by members of the 88 Old Guard.




The Black Uniform

A major change to 58 uniform was made in 1932, in re-
sponse to a government demand that the SA and 55
should adopt a more ‘respectable’ outfit as a condition of
the lifting of a ban on political uniforms. On 7 July a
black tunic and peaked cap, harking back to the garb of
the Imperial Leib-Husaren, were introduced for the 55,
replacing the brown shirt and képi. These items were
made available first to officers, then lower ranks, and
were worn side-by-side with the traditional uniform
during 1933 while all members were being kitted out.
The new S5 uniform was designed by 85-Oberfuhrer
Prof. Dr. Karl Diebitsch. The tunic comprised a
standard four-pocket military-style jacket, the lower

LEFT; Aligemaine-55 man's
Schirmmitze, o 1235,

mea o A sedection of caps showeng
thia developmant of 55 hoadgenar,
Fromn keft fo mghts Austrian-Samy-
pattern képi dating from 1923;
black 55 kégi miroduced n 1825;
fermahzed képi used from 1929;
paaked cag ¢, 1030,

fegE T Arm didmands wom 1o

BEoknDwdpcpe spaciahs] skils or 10
signity membership of selected 35
deparimants, From R o fghl, top
b bapkbom: iranspon NGO, medical
ccriy, farmsar,

wdrminigiraiorn, sdmenisiratve
officer, cavalryman, Race and
Settiement official, Rpcrsiting ard
Training official, armorer NCO,

signaler.

two pockets being of the slanted “slash’ type, with a four-
button front. There were two belt hooks at the sides and
two false buttons at the rear to support the leather
waist belt. Insignia was the same as that devised for the
traditional uniform, and the tunic was worn over a
plain brown shirt. The new 55 peaked caps were again
military in appearance, silver-piped for generals and
white-piped for others, with velvet bands and silver cap
cords for officers, and cloth bands and leather chin
straps for lower ranks. As with the képi, a 1929-pattern
eagle was worn above a Prussian-style death’s head on
the cap. Several minor variants of the black uniform
were produced during 1933, but the whole outfit was
formalized by mid-1934 when the new SS-style Toten-
kopfl with lower jaw was introduced.

During the remaineder of the 19305, the black service
uniform was developed as the 35 organization
expanded. Greatcoats were produced and a series of
specialist arm diamonds or Armelrauie devised for wear
on the lower left sleeve, On 21 June 1936, a new and
larger 35 metal cap eagle replaced the old 1929 pattern,
and white shirts were authorized for wear under the
black tunic on ceremonial occasions. For evening func-
tions such as parties, dances and 20 on there were black
mess jackets for officers and white "monkey suits’ for
waiters, all sporting full S8 insignia. Finally, as from
27 June 1939, officers were provided with an all-white
version of the serviee uniform for walking out during
the summer period. officially defined as running from 1
April to 30 September each vear.

Full-time 55 men were regularly issued with items of
uniform and equipment, So far as part-timers were con-
cerned, however, all uniform articles had to be pur-
chased by the 55 members themselves at their own ex-
pense, The following small selection of prices is taken
from the extensive Allgemeine-85 Price List of January
1938, and gives a general idea of the cost of items:

Item Price in Reichsmarks

Black service tunic

Black breeches

Black overcoat

Peaked cap for lower ranks
Peaked cap for officers
Peaked cap for generals
Brown shirt

Pair marching boots
1933-pattern dagger

1936 chained dagger

Belt buckle for lower ranks
Belt buckle for officers
Shoulder strap

Collar patch

Swastika armband

CufT title

Honor Chevron of the Old Guard
Eagle for peaked cap
Death's head for peaked cap
Vehicle pennant

34.80
18.00
45.40
4.90
7.50
7.80
5.50
23.70
7.10
12.15
0.50
1.25
0.33
0.60
0.80
0.76
0.10
0.26
0.10
1.20



The gradual introduction of the gray service uniform, mﬂ Grﬂy un“uml

combined with the sudden reduction in the number of
active part-time Allgemeine-35 men because of en-
hanced conscription at the outbreak of war, led to a sur-
plus of black uniforms building up in 55 stores after
1939. Most of these were ultimately stripped of insignia
and shipped out for use by native police auxiliaries in
the east and the Germanic-55 in the west. Conse-
gquently, very few black Allgemeine-SS tunics survived
the war with their original German insignia intact,

In 1938 the Allgemeine-SS introduced a very elegant
pale gray uniform for its full-time staff, thus bringing
the whole 55 organization into line with the general
war footing of the other uniformed services. The new
putfit was identical in stvle to the black uniform, but
bore an 58-pattern shoulder strap on the left shoulder
as well as one on the nght and replaced the swastika
armband with a cloth version of the 53 eagle. The dea
was o Five the appearance of a military rather than
palitical uniform, thus lending some authorily to per-
manent Allgemeine-55 officers who were, by the nature
of their employment, exempt from service in the Wehr-
macht

The gray uniform was issued first to headquarters
personnel and thereafter to others qualified to wear it
During the war, it was gradually superseded by the
Waffen-58 field-gray version, particularly favored by
those stationed in the occupied territories. The 40,000
or 50 active part-time members of the Allgemeine-55,
who were almost exclusively engaged in reserve occu-
pations, were never issued with gray outfits and so con-
tinued to wear the black uniform while on duty in Ger-
many. However, by 1945 that most impressive of all 85
uniforms, which had been such a status symbaol in the
prewar days, had become an object of derision since its
wearers were increasingly thought of as shirking mili-
tary service
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N T TISE REOAUA e o T R
Ranks and Titles

Although the 55 became one of the most complex of all
the Mazi paramilitary organizations, its rank structure
remained relatively stable and underwent few major
alterations. The definitive 35 rank system, dating from
April 1942 and lasting until the end of the war, was as
follows:

g SRS b L i, = LN L
Mannschaften (Other Ranks) B T e et A ST
SS-Bewerber — Candidate - -31‘.1::::&::J.:li‘:lfitl.ﬁ:‘;zlb-‘i;ﬁ )
25-Anwiirter — Cadet - TR i T o
SS-Mann (S8-Schiitze for WafTen-SS) — Private e =
S5-Oberschiitze ( Wallen-53) = Private

ialter 6 months’ service)

58-Sturmmann = Lance Corporal
55-Rottenfiithrer = Senior Lance Corporal

Unterfiithrer (NCOs) T B e,
55-Unterscharfihrer - Corporal A .{»::fé.'?r:-ﬁ-‘?i”l -
55-Scharfuhrer - Sergeant '
55-Oberscharfuhrer — Stafl Sergeant
55-Hauptscharfihrer - Sergeant-Major
55-Sturmscharfithrer (Waffen-55) - Company

Sergpeant-Major

(In the Waffen-55, men holding any of the above five

Unterfuhrer ran ks could be appointed to serve as their

unit's 58-Stabsscharfihrer or Duty NCO, who lulfilled
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functions, The Stabsscharfuhrer was nicknamed ‘der
Spiess” or ‘the spear’, a traditional term dating back to
pikemen of the Middle Ages, and wore two distinctive
bands aof aluminum Tresse around the cuffs.)

Untere Flihrer iJunior/Company Officers)
Sa-Untersturmiithrer = 2nd Lieutenant

Sa-UOberzturmiithrer = Lisutenant
SS-Hauptsturmfihrer = Captain

Mittlere Fiihrer (Intermediate/Field Officers)
58-Sturmbannfihrer - Major
S5.0Obersturmbannfihrer = Lieutenant-Colonel
S5-Standartenfithrer = Colonel

S55-Oberfihrer - Senior Colone]

Hohere Fihrer (Senior/General Officers)
aa-Brigadehihrer = Brigadier-General
Sa-rruppenfihrer = Major-General
aoa-Obergruppenfihrer = Lieutenant-General
55-Oberst-Gruppenfihrer = General

(All Walfen-58 generals were awarded their corres-
ponding army rank titles in 1940, e.g. '55-Obergrup-
penfiihrer und General der Waffen-55". From 1943, as
part of the 355-Police assimilation process, police
generals were allowed to incorporate “Waffen-S8' into
their titles, e.g. "B5-Obergruppenfithrer und General
der Walfen-55 und Polizei”. The same all-embracing
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titles were extended in 1944 to the HSSPl: i Hihere 55-
und Paolizeifithreri, Himmler's nominees who were
technically responsible for all Allgemeine-S58, Wallen-
25 and police formations based in their territories.)

Himmler retained his overall authority as Reichs-
fhrer-35. As with the SA, NSKK, HJ and all other
NSDAFP formations, Hitler himself was ultimately
Commander-in-Chiel of the 55 and held the personal
title of "Der Oberste Fihrer der Schutzstaffel’

Allgemeine-55 ranks took precedence over those of
the Wallen-55 and police in official 35 correspondence,
Allgemeine-335 officers and KCOs who joined the Waf-
fen-85 during the war retained their Allgemeine-S8
ranks and had them automatically upgraded if they
were promoted to higher levels in the WalTen-SS5.

WallTen-35 officer candidates or Fuhrerbewerber (FB)
had to serve as NCOs before being commissioned.
During an 18-month pericd, the officer cadet or Flilhrer-
anwirter (FA) rose through the grades of SS<Junker,
Sa-Standartenjunker and SS-Standartenoberjunker,
which equated to S5-Unterscharfithrer, 55-Schar-
fuhrer and S5-Hauptzcharfihrer respectively, Reserve
officera who intended to serve only for the duration of
the war were known as RFB, RFA, 85-Junker der Re-
serve and so on, A similar acheme existed for potential
NCOs. Civilian specialists such as interpreters and doc-
tors emploved by the Waffen-55 were known as Sonder-
fihrer or Fachfithrer, and were distinguished by (8) or
(F) after their ranks.



The S5 dagger, or ‘Miensfdolch’, was introduced with its
SA counterpart on 15 December 1933, Black and silver
incolor, it bore the 38 motto on the blade, and runes and
an eagle on the grip. Its peneral design was based on
that of a seventeenth-century German hunting knife

known as the ‘Halbein', which had a representation of

Holbein's painting The Dance of Death on its scabbard
Worn by all ranks of the Allgemeine-58 with service
and walking-out dress, the 35 dagger was presented to
its owner only at the special & November ceremony
when he graduated from S5-Anwirter to 55-Mann. It
was not izsued at any other time, or en massze like the
daggers of the more plebian SA, Each 55 member paid
the full cost of his dagger, usually in small instalments,
prior to its presentation

In February 1934 the private purchase or ‘trading-in’
of 35 dagpers on the open market was forbidden. There-
after, daggers could onlv be ordered from manu-
facturers through 55 headquarters, for issue via the
three main 85 uniform distribution centers at Munich,
Dresden and Berlin. Moreover, it was made a disciplin-
ary offense for an 35 man to dispose of or lose his dag-
ger, on the grounds that it was a svmbol of his office. In
that way, it was assured that no unauthorized person
could buy or otherwise acquire an S5 dagger. As of 25
danuary 1935, members dismissed [rom the 55 had to
surrender their daggers, even though they were
personal property paid for by their own means. In cases
of voluntary resignation or normal retirement, how-

ever, daggers could be retained, and the person in
question was given a certificate stating that he was en-
titled to pogsess it

Only the finest makers of edged weapons were
contracted to produce the 1933.pattern S8 dagger.
These included Boker & Co., Carl Eickhorn, Gottlieh
Hammesfahr, Richard Herder, Jacobs & Co., Robert
Klaas, Ernst Pack & Séhne, and C. Bertram Reinhardt
The earliest pieces from the 1933-35 period featured the
maker's trademark on the blade, a dark blue-hlack ana-
dyvzed steel scabbard, and nickel-silver fittings with the
crossguard reverse stamped *I°, ‘I, or ‘111" to denote that
the dagger had passed inspection at the main 55
uniforme-distribution center responsible for issuing it,
viz. Munich, Dresden or Berlin, respectively. During
1936-37, makers’ marks were replaced by RZM code
numbers (e.g. RZM M7/66 for Eickhorn), scabbards
began to be finished with black paint, and the stamped
inspection numerals were dizcontinued as the REM had
by then entirely taken over the regulation of quality
control. Finally, from 1938, nickel-silver gave way 1o
cheaper plated steel for the mounts and aluminum for
the grip eagle. Yet, despite the lowering standard of
materials used, a high-quality appearance was always
maintained and the daggers were consistent in their
fine finizh. In September 1940, due to national econo-
mies, the 1933-pattern dagger was withdrawn from pro-
duction for the duration of the war.

The 55 dagger was suspended at an angle from a
zsingle leather strap until November 1934, when Himm-
ler introduced a vertical hanger for wear with service
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dress during crowd control. However, the vertical
hanger, while more stable, was too reminiscent of the
humble bavonet frog, and in 1936 the single strap was
reintroduced for both the walking-out and service uni-
forms. Thereafter, the vertical hanger was restricted to
use on route marches and military exercizes.

A more ornate S5 dagger, to be worn only by officers
and by those Old Guard NCOs and other ranks who had
joined the organization prior to 30 January 1933, was
introduced by Himmler on 21 June 1936, Generally
known as the ‘chained dagger’, it was very similar to the
1933 pattern but was suspended by meana of linked
ectagonal plates, ornately embossed with death’s heads
and 55 runes, and featured a central scabbard moumnt
decorated with swastikas. During the 1936-37 period
these chains and fittings, which were desipned by Karl
Diebitach, were made from nickel-silver. Later
examples were in nickel-plated steal with slightly
smaller, less oval-shaped skulls. Chained daggers bore
no makers’ marks and it is likely that only one firm,
probably Carl Eickhorn, which featured the chained
dagger in itz sales catalog, was contracted to produce
them. Each chained dagger had to be privately pur-
chazed through 55 headquarters

In the spring of 1940, SS.-Obergruppenfithrer Fritz
Weitzel suggested to Himmler that an army-tvpe dag-
ger should be introduced for wear exclusively by officers
of the Waffen-25, who had performed so well in the
opening stapges of the war but were prevented by regula-
tions from wearing the Allgemeine-55 dagpger with
their field-gray uniform. However, Himmler rejected
the idea out of hand. [t was not until 15 February 1943,
during the preparations for the 55 assault on Kharkov,
that WalTen-53 officers were finally permitted to wear
the chained dagger with their field-gray walking-out
dress. As a concession to their military status, they
wire also given the right to use an army-pattern porte-
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pee knot, tied about the grip and crossguard in a new
and unigue 33 style. Four months later, wear of the
chained dagger and knot with field-gray unmiform was
extended to officers of the security police and SI), and
thus the latter became the only branch of the Allge-
meine-55 whose members were permitted to sport dag-
ger knots,

Production of the chained dagger had to be disconti-
nued at the end of 1943 because of material shortages,
and itz wear was subsequently forbidden for the dura-
tion of the war,

In addition to the standard 1933-pattern and 1936-
pattern 55 daggers, several special presentation
variants were alzo produced. The first of these was the
so-called Riéhm 58 Honor Dagger, 9900 of which were
distributed in February 1934 by 5A Stabachel Ernst
Rihm to members of the 85 Old Guard. It took the form
of a basic 1933-pattern dagger with the addition of the
dedication “In herzlicher Kameradschaft, Ernst Réhm’
{‘In heartfelt comradeship, Ernst B6hm') stched on the
reverse side of the blade. Following the NMight of the
Long Knives, 200 similar daggers etched ‘In herzlicher
Kameradschaft, H. Himmler', were presented by the
Heichsflihrer to 55 personnel who had participated in
the bloody purge of the SA. A very ornate and expensive
55 honor dagger, with oakleaf-decorated erossguards,
leather-covered scabbard and damaseusz steel blade,
was instituted by Himmler in 1936 for award to high-
ranking officers in recognition of special achievement.
When one was presented to the NSDAP Treasurcer
Franz Xaver Schwarz, who was also an S55-0berst-
Gruppenfihrer and second only to Himmler on the 55
semiority list, he responded by secretly commissioning
the Eickhorn firm to produce an even more elaborate
example, with fittings and chain hanger in solid silver,
which he then gave to the Reichsfuhrer as a birthday
present.
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Swords

During the 1933-36 era, 35 officers and NCOs engaged
in ceremonial duties were permitted to wear a variety of
privatelv-purchased army-pattern sabers, often with
silver rather than regulation gilt fittings. In 1936, how-
ever, at the same time as the introduction of the chained
dagger, a series of standardized swords in the classic
straight-bladed *Degen’ style was created specifically
for members of the S5 and police, emphasizing the close
relationship between the two organizations. There
were minor differences between degen for officers and
those for NCOs, while 58 swords featured runes on the
grip, and police examples the police eagle. Personnel
attached to S5 Reiterstandarten retained the tradi-
tional curved saber for use on horseback.

85 NCOz could readily purchaszse their swords, via
local units, from the 55 administrative department in
Berlin. The officer’s sword, on the other hand, which
was referred to as the Ehrendegen des Reichsfiihr-
ers-585, or Reichsfithrer's Sword of Honor, was given an
elevated status and could not be worn automatically by
every 55 officer. It was bestowed by Himmler only upon
selected Allgemeine-SS commanders and all graduates




of the Waffen-55 Junkerschulen at Bad Tolz and
Braunschweig. Each presentation of the Ehrendegen
was accompanied by a citation in which the Reichs-
flihrer instructed the recipient: 'l award you the S5
sword. Never draw it without reason, or sheathe it with-
out honor!” “lch verleihe lThnen den Degen der 35, Zie-
hen Sie ihn niemals ochne Not! Stecken Sie ihn niemals
ein ohne Ehre!" However, despite Himmler's dramatic
exhortations, the sword never became a cult weapon to
the same extent as the revered 55 dagger. Manufacture
ceased on 25 January 1941 for the duration of the war,
and 55 officers commissioned after that date frequently
reverted to the old practice of carryving army sabers.
Still more exclusive were the so-called Gebiristogs-
degen or birthday swords, piven by Himmler to 55
penerals and other leading Nazi personalities as birth-

day presents. They were made to order by Germany's
master swordsmith, Paul Miller, who was director of
the 55 damascus school at Dachau, The Geburtstags-
degen featured hallmarked silver fittings and blades of
the finest damascus steel with exquisitely raised and
gilded personal dedications from Himmler. The sword
given to von Ribbentrop on his birthday in 1939, for
example, bore the golden legend ‘Meinem lieben Joa-
chim von Ribbentrop zum 30.439% - H. Himmler,
Reichsfuhrer-55" ('To my dear friend Joachim von Rib-
bentrop on 30 April 1939 - H. Himmler, Reichsfiihrer-
28" set between two swastikas, Hitler received a zsimi-
lar weapon, the blade inseription of which read, *In good
times and bad, we will always remain steadfast’,
thereby extolling the virtues and lovalty of the 55, and
binding ils member directly to him.
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The SS Death’s Head Ring

One of the most obseure vet most potent of all 55 uni-
form accouterments was the Tofenkopfring der 58, or
53 Death’s Head Ring, imstituted by Himmler on 10
April 1934. The Totenkopfring was not clagsed as a
national decoration as it was in the gift of the Reichs-
fillhrer. However, it ranked as a senior award within the
55 brotherhood. recognizing the wearer's personal
achievement, devotion to duty, and loyalty to the
Fihrer and his ideals.

The concept and runic form of the ring was undoubt-
edly adopted by Himmler from pagan German mythol-
ogy, which related how Thor possessed a pure silver
ring on which people could take oaths imuch as Chris-
tians swear on the Bible), and how binding treaties
were carved in runes on Wotan's spear. The Death's
Head Ring comprised a massive band of cakleaves
deeply embossed with a Totenkopl and a number of
symbaolic runes. Each piece was cast and hand-finished
by specially commissioned jewelers working for the
firm of Otto Gahr in Munich, and was finely engraved
inside the band with the letters ‘S.1b" ithe abbreviation
for *Seinem lieben’ or, roughly, “To Dear’) followed by
the recipient’s surname, the date of presentation and a
facsimile of Himmler's signature.

Initially, the weighty silver ring was reserved
primarily for these Old Guard veterans with 55 mem-
bership numbers below 5000 but qualifieations for the
award were gradually extended until, by 1939, vir-
tually all officers with over three vears’ service were eli-
gible. Award of the ring could be postponed if the pros-
pective holder had been punizshed for contravention of
the 55 discipline code, Each ring was presented with a
citation which read:

" RRERUT
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T award vou the 55 Death's Head Ring. The ring symbaolizes
our loyalty to the Fihrer, our steadfast obedience and our
brotherhood and comradeship. The Death's Head reminds us
that we should be ready at any time to lay down our lives for
the pood of the Germanic people. The runes diametrically
opposite the Death's Head are symbols from our past of the
prosperity which we will restore through National Socialism.
The two Sig-Runes stand for the name of our 55, The swas-
tika and the Hagall-RBune represent our unshakable faith in
the ultimate victory of our philesophy. The ring is wreathed
in oak, the traditional German leaf. The Death's Head Ring
cannot be bought or =old and must never fall into the hands of
those not entitled to wear it. When yvou leave the 55, or when
il die, the ring must b returned o the Reichalihrer-55.
Thl_- I_.lI'IiI1:I1.]'I|:I-rt:.'1‘|EI :anuixiliun al I:Il.lp“l:iﬂ.t"'.‘- of tha |‘:i:|'||.: ia for.
bidden and punizhahle by law. Wear the ring with honore!
H. HIMMLER

The ring, which was to be worn only on the ring finger
of the left hand, was bestowed on set S35 promotion
dates. All awards were recorded in the Dienstalters-
liste, or Officers’ Seniority List, and the personnel files
of the holders. All ring-holders who were demoted, sus-
pended or dismissed from the S5, or who resigned or re-
tired, had to return their rings and citations to the 55
Personalhauptamt. Those later accepted back into the
organization would again qualify for the ring. When a
serving ring-holder died, his relatives could retain his
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citation as a keepsake, but had to return his ring to the
35 Personalhauptamt which arranged for its preser-
vation in Himmler's castle at Wewelsburg in perma-
nent commemoration of the holder. Similarly, if a ring-
holder fighting with the Wehrmacht or WafTen -85 was
killed in action, his ring had to be retrieved from the
body by members of his unit and returned by the unit
commander to the 55 Personalhauptamt for preser-
vation. In effect, the returned rings of dead S5 men con-
stituted military memorials and were cared for as such
at Wewelsburg's ever-growing Schrein des Inhabers des
Totenkopfringes or Shrine to Holders of the Death's
Head Ring.

The Death’s Head Ring became so sought-after an
honor that many 35 and police men not entitled to wear
it had a variety of unofficial ‘skull rings’ produced in
gold and silver by local jewelers and even concentra-
tion-camp inmates. However, these lacked any rumnic
symbolism and were rather vulgar representations of
the real thing

On 17 October 1944, the Reichsfihrer-S8 canceled
further manufacture and prezsentation of the Toten-
kopfring for the duration of the war. In the spring of
1945, on Himmler's orders, all the rings which had been
kept in the shrine were blast-gealed into a mountain-
side near Wewelshurg, to prevent their capture by the
Allies, To this day, they have never been found

Between 1934 and 1944, around 14,500 rings were
awarded. As at 1 January 1945, according to official 55
statistics, 64 per cent of these had been returned on the
deaths of their holders (i.e. those rings to be buried at
Wewelsburg), 10 per cent had been lost on the battle-
field, and 26 per cent were either still in the possession
of ring holders or otherwizse unaccounted for. That
would mean that, in theory, about 3500 rings might
have been in circulation at the end of the war. The
history of the S5 Death's Head Ring indicates the grav-
ity with which the S5 treated their regalia.

Flags and Banners

From 4 July 1926, the 55 had the distinction of keeping
the most revered fag in the Third Reich, the Bilutfahne,
or Blood Banner, which had been carried at the head of
the Nazi Old Guard during the Munich Putsch when
they were fired upon by the police. It was spattered with
the gore of those shot during the encounter and was
thereafter considered to be something of a holy relic, S5
man Jakob Grimminger of the Munich 85 detachment,
a veteran of the World War [ Gallipoli Campaign and
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participant in the 1922 "Battle of Coburg when the SA
had routed the local Communists, was accorded the
honor of being appointed the first official bearer of the
Blood Banner and he retained that position throughout
his career. The last public appearance of the Blutfahne
was at the funeral of Adollf Wagner, Gauleiter of
Munich-Upper Bavaria, in April 1944, By that time,
CGrimminger had attained the rank of 55-Standarten-
fithrer, hiz association with the mystical flag having
azsured him a steady succession of promotions.

Every Allgemeine-55 Standarte was represented by
a banner or Feldzeichen, which was itgelf known as the
repimental ‘Standarte’. Somewhat reminizcent of the
ancient Roman vexillum banner, it took the form of a
wooden pole surmounted by a metal eagle and wreathed
swastika, below which was a black and silver boxed
nameplate bearing the title or area of the S5 Standarte
on the front and the initials "WNSDAP on the back. From
the box was suspended a red silk Aag with a black static
swastika on a white circle. The motto “Deutschland
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Erwache” ("Germany Awake’) was embroidered in bul
lion on the obverse, with ‘Nat. Soz, Deutsche Arbeiter-
partei = Sturmabteilung’ on the reverse. The whole
item was finished off with a black/white/red fringe and
tassels, Apart from the black name box, the 55 Feld-
zeichen was identical to that of the SA

When an 35 unit achieved roughly regimental pro-
portions, 1t was awarded a Feldzeichen in a mass
pseudo-religious ceremony which took place each Sep-
tember as part of the annual NSDAP celebrations at
Nirnberg. During the proceedings, Hitler would pre-
sent many new standards to regimental commanders
and touch them with the Blutfahne which Grimminger
was carrving alongside, so linking in spirit the most re-
cent 55 members with the martyrs of the Munich
Putsch

S8 Reiterstandarten carried similar but distinctive
Feldzeichen which had the ‘Deutschland Erwache’ flag
hanging from a wooden bar fixed at right angles to the
standard pole. In place of the name box, these cavalry
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standards featured a black patch, or Fahnenspregel, on
the flag cloth, bearing crossed lances and the unit de-
signation in silver.

Each 58 Sturmbann was represented by a Sturm-
bannfahne or battalion flag, which took the form of a red
ground with a large black mobile swastika on a white
circular feld, with black and silver twisted cord edging.
In the upper left corner, or canton, a black Fahnens-
piegel wag embroidered in silver thread with the
Sturmbann and Standarte numbers in Roman and
Arabic numerals respectively. The majority of these 85
flags were made by the firm of Fahnen-Hoffmann,
Berlin,

55 standard-bearers initially wore a heart-shaped
SA-styvle metal gorget or Kornet, dating from 1929,
upon which was affixed a gilded eight-pointed sunburst
surmounted by a facsimile of the :Enlurpun:r_ of the 3A
belt buckle. In 1938, a new and unigue SS-pattern
standard-bearer’s gorget appeared, crescent-gshaped
and featuring a large eagle and swastika and a suspen-

sion chain decorated with runes and death’s heads. 85
flag-bearers also wore a massive bandolier in black,
with silver brocade edging.

Command flags, or Kemmandoflaggen, in the shape
of rigid pennants on flag ]_:H:I]-Eh were carried as unit
markers at large parades or, in smaller versions, were
flown from the fenders of atall cars and other official
vehicles. They were square, rectangular or triangular
in form depending upon designation, and were made of
black-and-white waterproof cloth with rustproof silver
thread. Command flags were usually covered in a trans-
parent Celluloid casing during inclement weather.
Each 55 headquarters was required to keep on hand one
official vehicle flag and one command pennant for the
Reichsfiihrer-35, for use in the event of a ‘flying visit” by
Himmler, Other Kommandoflaggen included those for
the heads of the 85 Hauptimter, S5 Oberabschnitte
and Abschnitte commanders, the leaders of Standarten,
Reiterstandarten, Sturmbanne, S5 stores and Inspecto-
rates, and senior Sponsoring Members.
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When Hitler azsumed the Chancellorship, he felt that
he could not entirely rely on the traditional Reichswehr
guards appointed by the State to protect him. Con-
sequently, he quickly issued instructions for the forma-
tion of 2 new full-time armed 55 unit whose sole fune-
tion would be to escort him at all times, whether in
Berlin or on his official journeys throughout Germany
At the Party Day Rally in September 1933, the detach-
ment was officially named the Leibstandarte-55 *Adolf
Hitler' or LAH, which may best be translated as the
‘Adoll Hitler" Life Guards, invoking memories of the
Bavarian roval bodvguard regiments. Under Sepp
Dietrich, the Leibstandarte came to be in execlusive pro-
minence around Hitler, itz men serving not only as his
guards but also as his adjutants, drivers, servants and
waiters

At the same time as the infant Leibstandarte was
being nurtured, other small groups of armed 55 men
" sot up all over Germany to be at the disposal of
local Mazi leaders. As a peneral rule, each 55 Abachmitt
recruited its own Kasernterle Hunderizschaft of 100 or so
barracked troops, and several of these were
mated in key areas to become company- or even batta-
lion-sized Politische Bereitschaften, or PBs, political re-
serve squads. Along with the Leibstandarte, the PBs
playved a significant part in the Night of the Long
Knive a result of which they were expanded into a
new force known as the S5S-VerfUgungstruppe or
S35-VT, under Paul Hausser,

Meanwhile, a third armed 55 formation known as the
Wachverbinde had been created specifically for the pur
pose of guarding the growing number of concentration-
camp inmates. Commanded by Theodor Eicke, this for-
mation grew to incorporate five battalions which in
March 1936 were named the 55-Totenkopfverbiinde or
S8-TV (55 Death’s Head Units) because of their dis-
tinctive collar patehes. That same month, the Leibstan-
darte playved a leading role in Hitler's first move out-
wards when it provided the advance guard in the
recccupation of the Rhineland
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]':'LI":IIii'.Z the rest of the prewar |:1'1“_'-:l|.|.. the armed 55
developed under the direction of innovative officers who
favored the tactics of assault detachments, shock Lo
and mobile battle groups. Seon even the Wehrmacht's
eyebrows rose as 35 Lroops on mManesuvers covered
almost two miles in 20 minutes in full battle order. By
ceptember 1939, the Leibstandarte had expanded to in-
clude three motorized infantry battalions and ancillary
units, while the 35-VT comprised the ‘Deutschland’,
‘Germania’ and ‘Der Fihrer' Standarten with artillery
suppart. The Death's Head Units were even more
numerous, with five Totenkopfstandarten and a Home
CGuard battalion, the so-called SS-Heimwehr, in Dan-
ZIg

=0 why had there been such a rapid militarization of
large zections of the 557 The reason was a simple one
The 53 was primarily a civil police force which Hitler
hoped would eventually maintain order not only in Ger-
many but throughoul Nazi-occupied Europe. To do =0,
however, it would first have to win its spurs on the
battlefield. It would be neceszary for the 55 and |::u:|1|,'1-,
in their own closed units, to prove themselves at the
front and make blood sacrifices to the zame degree as




any other branch of the armed forees. Only then could
the 55 possess the authority necessary for its future role
in the MNew Order

The Leibstandarte, ‘Deutachland’, '‘Germania’ and
the S5-Heimwehr Danzig all participated actively in
the conquest of Poland. At the end of 1939, the term
‘Waffen-55' began to be used when referring to the
armed 55 formations, which Hausser successfully
argued needed to be organized into full divisions to
operate efficiently. Within a few months the three
S5-VT regiments had been merged into the first full 55
division, the S5-Verfigungsdivizion or 55-V, and the
S353-Totenkoplztandarten united to become the S5S-
Totenkopl-Division or 55-T. A third combat division
the zo-called Polizei-Divigion, was created almost over-
night hy a mass transfer of uniformed police personnel
into the Waffen-S5. The Blitzkrieg across Holland, Bel-
gium and France during May-June 1940 established
bevond doubt the fighting reputation of the Waffen-58.
with six of their number winning the coveted Knight's
Lrass,

Germany’s success in western Europe opened up a
new reservoir of pro-Nazi foreigners whom the Wehr-
macht had no authority to conseript. They were re-
cruited into a new WalTen-38 division named “Wiking”,
under Felix Steiner, at the end of 1940. In April 1941,
the Leibstandarte and SS-V, the latter having been
awarded the title 55-Division ‘Reich’, raced through
Yugoslavia and Greece
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At dawn on 22 June 1941, Hitler ordered his forees
into Kussia to begin the epic conflict of ideslopgies which
became a war of extermination and changed forever the
hitherto generally chivalrous character of the Wal-
fen-55. ‘Heich’” was heavily engaged at Minsk, Smo-
lensk and Borodino, where Hausser lost an eve, and the
divigion coame within a few kilometers of Moseow at the
end of the vear. The force of the Russian counter-
offensive during the harsh winter of 1941-42 stunned
the Germans, many of whom found themselves cut off in
1=0lated 'lllz-l,'k,l._-tr-.'. the most notahle being that at Dem-
jansk which contained six divisions, including “Toten-
l-;|||'||d.

During 1942, the 55 divisions were refitted with a
strong tank component. In May, ‘Reich’ was renamed
‘Das Reich' and in September the S5-Kavallerie-
Division was activated for anti-partisan duties behind
the lines. December saw the formation of two com-
pletely new Wallen-58 divisions, ‘Hohenstaufen’ and
‘Frundsberg', by which time 55 troops in the field num-
bered around 200,000,

The Soviet offensive of December 1942 proved dis-
astrous for the Germans. The Sixth Army was des-
r_n1.1.'|_'d at HI,;|||1||._":|':||,| and other German forces 1in the
Cauecasus also faced the grim F:-ll.-:-:il!!lll:l!}' of encirele-
ment. However, the Russzian thrust had become dange-
rouzly over-extended and in March 1943 an S55-Fanzer-
Korps comprising the Leibstandarte, ‘Das Reich’ and
‘Totenkopf” took Kharkov, a prestige target. For the
first time, a substantial body of Waffen-53 troops
foughti together under their own generals and the result
was a resounding victory. To Hitler, who was becoming




increasingly disillusioned with army failures, it was
proof of the fighting capabilities of the Wallen-25. In
July, the 55-Panzer-Korps played its part in the mass
armored battles around Kursk and again fought well,
despite being weakened by the removal of the Leibstan-
darte which was transferred to Italy to bolster German
forces there. The position on the eastern front under-
went a drastic deterioration when the Soviets launched
an offensive across the Ukraine at the end of the year.
The Wiking division was trapped in the Korsun-Cher-
kassy pocket in a scene reminiscent of Stalingrad, while
the Leibstandarte and elements of ‘Das Reich” were an-
circled at Kamenets Podolsky and had to be rescued by
‘Hohenstaufen” and “Frundsberg”. Worn down and ex-
hausted, the Waffen-55 formations were now increas-
ingly unable to stem the advaneing Russian tide

In the spring of 1944 the battered 55 divigions were
sent westwards and refitted in preparation for the ex-
pected Anglo-American invagion, Throughout July, the
Leibstandarte, ‘Das Reich’, ‘Hohenstaufen®, ‘Frunds.
berg” and the recently mustered ‘Hitlerjugend' and
‘Giitz von Berlichingen’ divisions struggled ceaselessly
to contain the Allies in their beachhead, but were over-
taken by sheer weight of numbers. Simultaneously, the
Red Army struck again in the east and ripped the Ger-
man lines apart. ‘Wiking' and ‘Totenkopl” repulsed the
Soviet attack on Warsaw during Aupust, while in the
Balkans the backbone of the German defense was pro-
vided by "Prinz Eugen’, ‘Handschar’ and other nomi-
nally second-grade 55 formations which had been with-
drawn from their wusual anti-partisan duties.
Increasingly, while ordinary German soldiers were pre-
pared to surréender, it was left to the Waflen-55 to fight
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on. In September the British airborne landing at Arn-
hem was defeated by ‘"Hohenstaufen” and ‘Frundsberg’
This victory, and the general slowing down of the Allied
advance across France, persuaded Hitler to launch a
major offensive through the Ardennes, spearheaded by
Dietrich’s Sixth S5-Panzer Army, in an attempt to re-
peat the successes of 1940. However, the hilly and
wooded terrain naturally favored defensive action and
the German advance ground to a halt. With a virtual
stalemate in the west, Hitler pulled his 55 divisions out
and sent them eastwards, where the situation had onece
more became desperate

At the |‘:-|_';_1i:|'|l'|i.|'||_r of 1945, the Soviets aw epl across
Poland. Even 20, Hitler's main concern was to safe-
puard the tenuous hold he still mamtained over the
Hungarian oilfields. The S5 cavalry divisions ‘Floman
Gever’ and "Maria Theresa’ were besieged in Budapest,
and “Totenkopf and “Wiking' failed in efforts to relieve
them. The deployment of Sixth 55-Fanzer Army re-
inforced by the ‘Reichsfihrer-35" division was the last
gamble, and it came to nothing. The faillure of the Walf-
fen-53 in Hungary had a devastating effect on Hitler,
who had come to expect the impossible from them, and
he openly accused Dietrich and hiz subordinates of
betraval. Nevertheless, 55 troops carried on fighting as
loyally as ever as they slowly retreated into Germany,
bowed under the weight of superior Allied numbers and
equipment. During the last week in April, a battle
group of hard-core Waffen-55 engaged in a life and
death struggle to defend the Fihrerbunker., By that
time, most 35 units had accepted the reality of the
situation and were pushing westwards to surrender to
the British and Americans.

It 15 estimated that some 180,000 Wallen-33 soldiers
were Killed in action during World War 11, with about
400,000 wounded and a lurther 70,000 listed ‘missing”.
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These figures are put into their true perspective when it
is considered that the entire British army, navy and air
force combined suffered a total of 270,000 fatal casual-
ies between 1939 and 1945, and US losses were
300,000, By the closing stages of the war, S5 soldiers
wiere normally in their late teens, and the average age
of a Waflen-55 junior officer was 20, with a life ex-
pectancy of two months at the front
The loyalty and determination of the Waffen-55
belied the fact that the greater part ¢ strength, over
57 percent, wultimately comprised non-German
nationals. Large numbers of pro-Germans, anti-Bolzghe-
viks, members of local pseudo-Nazi political parties, ad-
venturers and simple opportunists spread right across
occupied Europe were only too eager to throw in their
lot with the winning side. Flemings, Dutchmen,
lialians, Walloons, Norwegians, Danes, Frenchmen,
Latvians, Ukrainians, Rumanians, Estonians, Croals
and many others, including even a few British, enlisted

in the Waffen-55, often in their own units with their
own distinctive insignia. The westerners generally per-
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formed well, but those from the east were poor at best,
and at worst a complete rabble. Their loyalty was
always in question and Himmler regarded them simply
as racially inferior cannon-fodder, whose only other
saving grace was their propaganda value.

As the war progressed, the vast majority of Waf-
fen-55 uniform clothing was being manufactured ‘in

house" at concentration camps and prisons, many of

which had fully equipped tailoring workshops or Be-

kleidungswerke. Their products bore the stamp
‘B5-BW' followed by a code number allocated to the par-
ticular establishment concerned, an example being "S55-
BW-0-0453-0058" which related to Dachau. By 1944-45,
however, shortages of raw materials had ereated such a
erisis in the uniform industry that even the concentra-
tion camps could not meet the clothing needs of the
WalTen-85. The result was that newly recruited front-
line 55 =oldiers ended up wearing captured uniforms,




particularly Italian items taken after the fall of Musgso-
lini. Older veterans tended to retnin their betier
gquality early-issue tunies, caps and boots for as long as
|_5-C|.-.:1'.'||||_'. often until [|!'|1_':'. quite iih"l'."lll:'.' fiell apart. The
uniforms and INSIgnia of the Walfen-55 were distinect
from those of the Allpemeine-55, and can now be
covered in some detail

Headgear

The standard headgear of the armed S5 formations con-
tinually evolved from 1933 until the end of World War
II, with every vear seeing ecither o new pattern being in
troduced, an existing r-.l;_'.'||' being modified, or an oult
dated item bewng wit hdrawn, In March 1933 members of
the 55 Stabswache Berlin, the forerunner of the Leib-
standarte, were issued with heavvweight 1916- and
1918-model ex-army steel helmets, hand-painted or
sprayved black, for wear when on puard duty. These
plain Stahlhelme, which did not bear any 53 insignia at
that time, were the first distinguishing items of head-
gear to be sported by the armed units.

During the summer of 1933, field caps identical in cut
to those of the Imperial German army were distributed
for wear during training and fatigues. Known az ‘Krdfz-
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chen’ or ‘scratchers' because of their rough texture,
these black cloth caps were of the peakless ‘pork pie’
type, circular in cut with white piping. They bore a
metal 1929-pattern eagle and swastika above a Prus-
sian Totenkopl and featured a waterproof rust-brown
fabric interior with a thin leather sweatband.

Early in 1934, the Heichszeupmerstere der NSDAPor



RZM, the Mazi party’s contracts office, placed an order
for the supply of new S5 helmets to replace the 1916718
models which were considered unnecessgarily heavy for
the armed S5, whose main role was then one of internal
security rather than open warfare. The REZM-pattern
helmet was made of light chromium steel alloy, was
marginally less angular in shape and had an improved
liner. There were two inspection marks die-stamped
inte the neck of the helmet, S5 runes on the left side,
and the RZM aymbol on the right, The RZM helmet was
popular, but was suited only to parade and guard duty
and was not widely distributed. On 23 February the
same vear, special insignia was introduced for wear on
all 55 steel helmets, hand-painted at first and then in
decal form. The Leibstandarte was authorized to use
white S8 runes on a black shield {soon replaced by black
885 runes on a silver shield) on the right side of the hel-
met. and an army-pattern shield bearing the national
colors of black. white and red indiagonal bars on the left
side. Troops of the PBs, and their successors in the
B5.VT. wore white-bordered black runes within a white
double circle on the right side of the Stahlhelm, and a
white-bordered black swastika on the left side. That
December, 55 helmets began to be painted in so-called
‘sarth-gray’., a pgray-brown shade, for military
maneuvers, and an other-ranks” field cap in an identical
color was introduced to replace the ‘Kriitzchen'. The
1934-pattern cap was again intended for drill use only
and wag shaped like an upturned boat, hence its nick-
name ‘Schiffchen’ or‘little ship”. [ts design was based on
the army forage cap first issued about the same time,
with a scalloped front and side panels which could be
lowered to protect the wearer's ears in cold weather,
The first ‘Schiffchen” were zsued with a machine-
embroidered version of the 1929-pattern eagle on the
left side and a plain white metal button to the front.

LerT; The moded- 1935 stesl heimed
worm by police combat units, and
by the 55-Polized-Division wntil
1942

pavow: The model-10432 Wallen-58
sheeld hedmert, chearty showing its
dhglnne e SRa SilhdisEEe

WO TTow TING UMegiuie woraioen of the
M4 highmad, in Black wilh whie
stancilpd msigna, is balaved 1o
have beon worn by Allgemesne-55
Alarmstinmn units dunng the
spring of 1248, when engaged in
framt:bne defense fghting with the
Violkssturm, i ks the only known
suryiving example

o M Schutzpolitzes officar's
shahka, wilh white horsshair parade
prlurma. This form of headgear was
fraguenily warn on ceremonial
pEcasion befors the war




-

apcwr: The black S5 servioe cap.
shown here in s Ehree forms for
HECOnf/mon, officers and gonorals,
wis Seldom wom after 1B,

Lrt: The warlsme Schirmmidioe of
ir 55 genecal, with alumshiom
peiperiy B TindG-alay irsgnia

nELC LEFT; AR MAZ staed halmsat,

chearty showang the 55 minags deoal

G Soldenrs of ik POz
Diveriminan i brainimg, Apnil 15940, Nole
iy used OF podics stoed halmants, and
the micture of pobce collar paiches
with Watten-55 shoulder siraps
and arm aaglas

puow masT: Bfter 18410, most Black
55 service caps wene stripped of
theésrr shgigniad &fd ré-eidued 1o th
Germanic-55 in westem Europa.

Soon after its introduction, however, the plain button
was changed to one featuring an embossed 1934-pattern
S8 death’s head

In March 1935, troops of the 35-Wachverbiande were
authorized fo wear a large silver-painted Prussian
Totenkopl on the left side of the steel helmet, to dis-
tinguish them from the Leibstandarte and S58-V'T. This
insignia was short-lived though, foron 12 August 1935 a
new set of standardized helmet badges was introduced
for all 38 units, to replace those previously worn, The
EwW i_||:-i|:|:i;_|__ d[‘hij_:“l_"l_l by Frof. Hans H:l.l.:-i. -.'nmp-l'ia-:x'd
black 55 runes on a s1lver .‘\hlq'l.lfj to be worn on the ]'I|.;|‘:|l
side of the helmet, and a red shield bearing o white disk
containing a black awastika to be worn on the left side
The original order decreed that these badges were to be
painted on, but it was soon announced that they would
be available in decal form. They were applied to all 55
helmets in time for the NSDAP rally that September
Towards the end of the year, an earth-gray version of
the black S5 peaked cap was introduced for officers of
the Leibstandarte and 85-VT, to be worn on all occa-
sions when a steel helmet was not required. The new
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Sehirmmiitze coincided with distribution of the fnew,
lighter-model army steel helmet, with shallow neck
guard, less protruding visor and simplified ventilation
holes. Nevertheless, the old traditional 1916718 models
still eontinued to be worn for some considerable time,
particularly by officers

Om 31 March 1936, the other-ranks’ field cap began to
be manufactured in a black version for wear with the
black service uniform when walking out, and in earth-
brown for 55-TV personnel on duly within concentra-
tion camps. Insignia remained the same, although the
embroidered 1929-patiern eagle was replaced by the
distinctive 35 type later in the vear. In 1937 there was a
general distribution of a new field-gray combat uniform
to all branches of the armed 55, with consegquent
changes in headgear. The earth-gray and earth-brown
Schiffchen were replaced by a ubiquitous field-gray ver-
gion, and the officer’s peaked cap also began to be made
with a field-gray top.

On 25 February 1938, a new field cap was created for
NCOs, It was similar in appearance to the Schirm-
miitze, with a field-gray top, black cloth band and white
piping, but the peak was made from the same cloth as
the top of the cap and there was no chinstrap or stif-
fener. It could be folded for storage in the breadbag or
rucksack, hence its nickname ‘the cruszsher’. Many
MCOs who later became oflicers continued to wear this
popular cap throughout the war, and some individuals

hired private tailors to make variants of it with leather
peaks, velvel bands and silk linings.

Im 1939, a less elaborate version of the feld-gray
peaked cap was authorized for wear by NCOs in the
vicinity of their barracks. It was only after the black
uniform had ceased to be worn as walking-out dress
that other ranks were issued with, or allowed to pur-
chase, the field-grayv peaked cap for walking out. That
June, officers were permitied to buy a non-regulation
white-topped Schirmmiitze for wear with the new sum-
mer uniform.

The outbreak of war in September 1939 witnessed the
first use by some rear-echelon 33 units of the so-called
Fdelstahlhelm, which was manufactured from a thin-
gauge =teel and had previously been issued only Lo
police and fire fighters, Soon alterwards, following
army practice, an inverted chevron or soutache of
braided piping in the appropriate branch of service
color began to be worn on the front of the other ranks’
field cap, above the death’s head button which was
thereafter painted field-gray. Armed S5 officers still
had no regulation field cap of their own, and during the
first few months of the war many of them purchased the
1938-moedel army officer’s forage cap and replaced or
covered the national cockade with either a metal 53
death’s head or a small silver one removed from an
army panzer collar patch. This obvious shortcoming in
585 headgear was remedied in December 1939, however,
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when a new held cap was authorized specifically for
Waffen-SS officers. It was again boat-shaped, but did
not have a scalloped front, and the side panels were
gently sloping in the style of the LuftwafTe Flieger-
miitze. The top of the flap was piped in aluminum cord
and insignia consisted of the 38 eagle and Totenkopf
machine-woven in aluminum wire on a black ground. A
WalTenfarbe soutache was worn over the death’s head

On 21 March 1940, the gaudy black, white and red
swastika decal was ordered removed from 55 steel hel-
mets for the duration of the war, for camouflage
reasons. That October, the other ranks’ 1934-pattern
field cap was replaced by a new style Schiffchen identi-
cal in cut to the officer's version. It became known as the
Feldmiitze newer Art or ‘new-model field cap’. and
featured a machine-woven eagle and death's head on
the front of the cap instead of the death’s head button
and side eagle. December saw the issue of a Bergmiditze
or mountain cap to the fledgling Waffen-55 alpine
units.

In February 1941, the manufacture and retailing of
&35 peaked caps was freed from REM control, From then
on, the Schirmmitze could be made to individual order

by private hatters. A variety of makerg' labels could
subsequently be found inside 55 peaked caps, and these
were not restricted to German firms. A custom-made
‘erusher’ cap in the author's collection, for example,
which was produced for a Leibstandarte officer
gtationed in Italy in 1943, bears the trademark ‘Succes-
gori Fare = MilanoRomaTorenoModena’. As a result
of the ever-increasing difficulty in obtaining 55 caps
and insignia at the front line, many officers purchased
army or police caps and replaced the badges with their
own.

In March 1941, the 1916, 1918 and RZM model steel
helmets, and any old stocks of earth-gray eloth head-
gear still in use, were ordered to be withdrawn from ser-
vice. The following winter saw the first widespread use
of fur caps, particularly captured Russian Ushankas, by
the Wallen-55. An almost indescribable range of offi-
cial, semi-official and unofficial winter caps quickly de-
veloped, and the insignia utilized was entirely depen-
dent upon what was available at the time. Metal
Schirmmitze badges, cloth Feldmiitze insignia, sleeve
eagles and even death's heads cut from 33-Totenkopf-
Division collar patches have been observed in photo-

graphs. On 1 August 1942, the smooth inward crimping
of the steel helmet rim was abandoned for economic
reaszons, giving the model 1942 helmet a sharp sil-
houette. The next month, the soutache was dropped and
no longer featured on the Schiffchen

By 1943, practical experience at the front had shown
the Schiffchen to be almost useless in comparison to the
Bergmiitze, On 1 October, therefore, a new field cap was
introduced to replace all its predecessors. Known as the
Einheitsfeldmiitze, or standard field cap. it was very
similar to the mountain cap, but had a longer peak and
lower crown. Later versions featured only one fiber or
plastic button at the front instead of two metal ones. In-
signia was officially a woven death’s head to the front
and a woven eagle to the left side, but Schirmmiitze
badges were frequently used, and the eagle often
appeared on the front, Later in the vear, a one-piece tri-
angular ‘economy’ insignia showing both the 58 eagle
and the Totenkopf was authorized, but it was not widely
manufactured or distributed. On 1 November 1943 the
55 runes helmet decal was discontinued for the dura-
tion af the war. The fez, or Tarbusch, was also intro-
duced during 1943, for wear instead of the field cap by
members of Moslem 55 units. The fex was made from
heavy field-gray felt, with a dark-green zilken taszsel
and standard woven insignia. A version in Maroon was
sometimes sported by officers when walking out or on
parade, but may have been unofficial. Albanian Mos-
lems had their own conical fez.

In 1944, Italian S8 formations made widespread use
of former ltalian Army field caps, peaked caps and steel
helmets, with the addition of appropriate insignia, and
in 1945 some Indian volunteers transferred from the
Wehrmacht wore turbans with Waflfen-58 uniform.
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Field Tunics

Members of the first armed 55 units wore the 1932-
pattern black service uniform on all occasions. It was
identical to the outfit issued to the Allgemeine-35, but
while it was impressive when worn on parade or when
walking out, it proved totally impractical for use in the
field, or when performing general barrack duties. In
order to protect the black uniform in such circum-
stances, tunics and trousers manufactured from a light-
welght grav-white cotton drill were produced in the
summer of 1933, OMicers and NCOs= subsequently wore
a drill jacket which was cut very much like the black
tunic, although sometimes with concealed buttons, and
on which collar patches and a shoulder strap were worn.,
Other ranks had a less attractive, shapeless, badgeless
tunic with a standing collar

At the beginning of 1935 a new earth-gray uniform,
identical in style to the black service outfit, began to be
distributed to soldiers of the Leibstandarte and 55-¥'7T
Enlisted men's tunics had five buttons down the front
instead of four, and could be worn closed at the neck
Since the standard S8 armband with its bright colors
was clearly unsuitable for field use, it was replaced on
the left arm of the earth-gray tunic by an eagle and
swastika. In March 1936, an earth-brown version of the
uniform was produced for everyday work wear by 55-
Totenkopfverbinde personnel on duty within the con-
fines of concentration camps. In 1937, the earth-gray
and ecarth-brown uniforms were replaced by a new
standardized field-gray 55 uniform. It was based on
that of the army, but the jacket retained the typically
88 features of =lanting slash side pockets and a black
gilver piped collar which was the same color as the rest
of the tunic. The following vear, the Leibstandarte
began to be issued with army tunics, distinguizhed by
their unpiped dark-green collars and pleated pateh side
pockets, for wear during training.

At the end of 1939, the sudden formation of the 55-
Totenkopf-Division and the Polizei-Division necessi-

tated the widespread and general use of standard army-
issue tunics since there were insufficient quantities of
the 55-style field-gray uniform. Because of the bazic dif-
ferences in cut between the two patterns, and Himm-
ler's desire for uniformity of dress, various contradic-
tory orders were issued during the winter of 1939-40,
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instructing which outfits should be worn by officers as
opposed to NCOs and other ranks, when they should be
buttoned or unbuttoned at the neck, and so on. These
orders were generally ignored by all concerned, and the
result was a fair mixture of dress worn simultaneously
within even the smallest units. In May 1940 army tun-
ics began to make their inevitable appearance in the
ranks of the 88-Verfigungsdivigion, and they soon be-
came universal throughout the Waffen-55. During the
course of 1940, their dark-green collars were phased out
in favor of field-gray ones, and that August the black
gilver collar piping was discontinued. From 1942,
purely for reasons of economy, patch pockets were made
without pleats and in 1943 the lower edges of the pocket
flaps were straightened. The wool content of the
model-1943 tunic was also drastically reduced, which
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resulted in poor thermal insulation and a low tensile
strength. On 25 September 1944 anentirely new style of
field tunic bazed on the British Army battledress blouse
was introduced for wear by all German ground combat
units, including members of auxiliary formations such
as the RAD and NSKK. A universal color ealled *Feld
P I ‘l-I'. whi iq_‘l‘:. Was manre h]:'lrl_' ;._':l'._lll.' I!'|'|:_|J'| 1i|_'||'i. !_{ru.\_
wag devised for the new outfit in an effort to standardize
the various military and paramilitary uniform colors
hitherto seen on the battlefield. However, im reality,
many different shades of 1t emerged. The 1944 field wm-
form was very unpopular, and was not 1ssued in suffi-
cient quantities to change the appearance of the Wal-
fen-S5 radically.

The uniform regulations for Wallen-55 officers dif-
fered somewhat from those for other rankz. Until 1939
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officers in the Leibstandarte and S5-VT had only one
field-pray tunic, the ‘Rock’, which was identical in cut to
the black S5 service tunic and was always worn open at
the neck with a brown shirt and black tie. At the begin-
ning of the war, some 5SS officers avoided the expense of
having to buy a field blouse for combat wear by having
their existing tunics converted, with the addition of
stand-and-fall collars which could be closed at the neck

Others had dark-green open-necked collars fitted, even
though that was expressly forbidden. A number of simi-
lar stop-gap measures were taken until the issue of a
general order in December 1939, which stipulated that
officers’ field tunics were hanceforth to be identical in
stvle to those of other ranks. Throughout the remainder
of the war, Wallen-55 officers generally wore either
privately-tailored field blouses like those of their army
colleagues, or basic-issue tunics purchased from their
unit stores. White summer versions were also produced,

although these were officially prohibited in June 1940,
and the slive-green waterproof cotton duck from cap-
tured Soviet proundsheets was often made up into light-
welght unlined field tunics for hot weather use

While most Waflen-55 unitz were issued with one or
more of these uniforms, depending upon the date of for-
mation, the Italian 85 alone, was not. At the end of
1943, SS-Obergruppenfihrer Karl Wolff, the Chief of
the Hauptamt Personlicher Stab RISS and Supreme 55
and Police Commander in Italy, successfully bargained
with the army’s Quartermaster-General for the supply
of 100,000 captured Italian Army uniforms for wear by
his 55 and police anti-partisan forces. Many of these
items were subsequently used to kit out the 24th and
28th Waffen-55 divisions, whose members duly sported
a hodgepodge of Italian garb in grayv-green, colenial
khaki and Mediterranean camouflage, with their own
unigque [talian 55 insignia



Camoufiage Clothing

The creation of standardized camouflage clothing was
the most significant contribution of the Waffen-53 to
the history of military-uniform development, and had a
profound effect on the appearance of all modern
soldiery. In February 1937 85-Sturmbannfithrer Wil-
helm Brandt, who was a Doctor of Engineering and
commander of the 55.-VT reconnaizsance battalion,
began work on the design of camouflage elothing and
equipment for use by his troops. His prototype camou-
flage proundsheets (Zelthafinen) and helmet covers
were successfully tested by the 535-Standarte “Deut-
gchland’ in feld maneuvers the following December,
during which it was estimated that they would reduce
battle casualties by 15 percent. InJune 1938, patents in
regpect of these items were granted to the Reichs-
fuhrer-55, so that they could not be copied by the army.
By January 1939 despite great difficulties in obtaining
sufficient quantities of waterproof cotton duck, and the
fact that printing had to be hand-done, 8400 ground-
sheets and 6800 helmet covers had been supplied to the
S3-Verfigungstruppe. Smocks were alzo distributed,
and Hausser instructed that at least 20 of these should
be held by each company for the exclusive use of assault
Lroops.

Camouflage clothing was not widely worn during the
Polish campaign, but even o the revolutionary 55 Zelt-
bahnen and helmet covers earned high praise from
Ceneralmajor Kempl, who sent samples of them to the
Army High Command in Berlin for evaluation. By June
1940 hand-printing had been superseded by a much
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faster machine process which allowed masgs production
of 33,000 smocks for delivery to all field units of the
Wallen-55. Many variant stvles of camouflage were
ultimately manufactured simultaneouzly and is=ued
indiscriminately throughout the Wallen-55. Most gar-
ments made from waterproof cotton duck were printed
on both sides and were reversible, with one side pre-
dominantly green and the other brown for use as seaso-
nal variations dictated,

The Zeltbahn was the first item of camouflage uni-
form to see widespread distribution. It was triangular
in shape, measuring 203cm ® 203cm = 240cm, and
could be worn as a cape or poncho, or buttoned together
with three others to form a four-man tent. In fact, any
number of groundsheets could be combined to make
even larger shelters. When attaching Zeltbahnen in
such circumstances, care had to be taken to use identi-
cal, or at least similar, pattern groundzheets to main-
tain the camouflage effect. and to that end identifving
numbers were printed along their bases. Even when
combining shelter quarters of different designs, ‘paving
slabs’ of color were provided along the edges at regular
intervals sothat the various camouflage patterns would
merge into each other. In December 1943 it was decided
not to 1ssue any more groundsheets to men on the east-
ern front for economy reasons, and by September 1944
their production had ceased completely.
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The steel-helmet cover was produced from segments
of Zeltbahn material, and consequently occasionally
featured the identifyving printed pattern number. It was
designed to conform to the shape of the model-1935
Stahlhelm and was attached by means of three spring-
loaded blackened steel clips held on by bare aluminum
rivets, one at each side and one at the rear. Covers made
from 1942 onwards had loops sewn on to hold foliage

The camouflage smock was a revergible pullover gar-
ment gathered at the neck by means of an adjustable
cord and at the wrists and waist by elastic. It had no col-
lar and the first pattern had no pockets, only two verti-
cal openings at the front which gave the wearer access
to his tunic underneath. During the war, various modi-
fications were made to it including the adoption of a
longer ‘skirt’, foliage loops sewn in threes to the
shoulders and upper sleeves, and the addition of twao
side pockets with buttoned flaps. However, all emocks
conformed to the standard manofacturing process of
being cut out from a long strip of Zeltbahn material,
with a central hole for fitting over the head. They were
sewn only up the sides, never across the shoulders. Pro-
duction ceased in January 1944, although smocks con-
tinued to be worn widely until the end of the war.

On 15 April 1942 a camouflage face mask, which had
initially been rejected by Hausser during prewar trials,
was issued for use in corgunction with the helmet cover

and smock. [t comprised a serics of strings fitted to an
elasticated strap and hung like a curtain over the face.
The mask was very effective when used in bushy ter-
rain and was much prized by snipers. The following
June, a camouflage field cap, again made from water-
proof Zelthahn material, was introduced. [t was shaped
like the Bergmiitze and was generally unlined and re-
versible. From December 1942, special insignia woven
in green and brown artificial silk were produced for
waear on the cap, but were not widely adopted.

On 1 March 1944 a camouflage version of the drill uni-
form was introduced for both field and working dress. It
comprised a funic and trousers in the same cut as the
model-1943 field uniform, but made from lightweight
unlined herringbone twill with a standardized spotted
or ‘pea’ pattern camouflage printed on one side only. It
could be worn on its own during the summer, or on top of
a standard field uniform in cold weather, and was de-
signed to replace the more expensive smock and, ulti-
mately, the normal field and drill uniforms. Only the
eagle and swastika and special rank badges were in-
tended to be worn on the left sleeve of the tunic, but
shoulder straps and other insignia were also oecasion-
ally seen. Between 1 November 1944 and 15 March 1945,
distribution of the camouflage drill uniform was sus-
pended because of its intolerable losses during the
winter months. In effect, it was never reizsued.
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Panzer Uniforms

S5-VT armored troops received their version of the
black panzer uniform in 1938. Its special headgear took
the form of a loppy black woolen beret, or Baskenmitze,
fitted over an internal erash helmet, the Schulzmiitze,
which comprised a heavily-padded liner. A large em-
broidered S5 eagle and a uniquely designed Totenkopf,
not unlike the army’s panzer death’s head but with a
lower jaw in the S8 style, were sewn to the front of the
beret. The Baskenmiitze was discontinued in 1940 after
proving impractical in combat. It was replaced by a
black version of the Schiffchen field cap, which in turn
was superseded by a black Einheitsfeldmitze in
October 1943, The S5 tank tunie, or Panserfacke, was a
short, double-breasted black jacket fastened with con-
cealed buttons. It differed from its army counterpart in
that the front was cut vertically instead of being
slanted, the lapels were smaller, and there was no
central seam down the back. The collar of the jacket was
piped in silver for officers but was unpiped for other
ranks,

In the spring of 1841, a field-gray version of the panzer
uniform was issued to members of the Leibstandarie’s
Sturmgeschitz-Abteilung. By August 1942 this outfit
had been distributed to other assault-gun uniis, and
four months later its wear was extended to all Waf-
fen-53 anti-tank formations. & lightweight panzer uni-
form in reed-green denim drill material was issued to
crews of tanks and armored cars to be worn as a work or
summer outfit, [t was instantly popular and remained
s0 throughout the war. There were minor modifications
made al various stages, such as the addition of large
patch peckels with flaps to the left front of the jacket
and left thigh of the trousers,

Un 15 January 1943, panzer crews recelved a one-
piece combination work uniform made of camouflage
waterproof cotton duck, identical to the material used
in the manufacture of the smock and Zeltbahn. These
coveralls were usually worn without insignia, although
shoulder straps were occasionally sported. At the same
time a winter combination made from two thicknesses
of cloth, white on one side and held-gray on the other,
was introduced and was widely worn during the battle
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of Kharkov. These coverall combinations were never
very popular, simply because of the difficulty of getting
in and out of them. That fact, allied with the success of

the reed-green denims and the extreme shortage of

waterproof cotton duck, led to the decision being made
in January 1944 to discontinue the camouflage com-

bination and produce instead a hightweight version of

the panzer uniform in camouflage herringbone twill. 1t
duly appeared two months later, al the zame time as the
["Hn'l-:lllﬂngif drill umiform introduced for all other Wal-
fen-S5 units, and it was in the zame standardized
apotted "pea’ pattern, unlined and printed on one side
only. The camouflage panzer uniform saw widespread
gervice, particularly on the weatern front. On 1 Novem-
ber distribution ceased for the duration of the winter,
and the camouflage outfit was never reissued.

While the clothing of WafTen-55 armored personnel
remained fairly standard, there was one major initia-
tive at divisional level which drastically altered the
appearanee of many panzer crews participating in the
Normandy Campaign. During the autumn of 1943, the
Leibstandarte had been invelved in disarming capit
ulated Italian armed forces and fighting partisans in
northern Italy. In the process, the division had con-
fiacated huge guantities of abandoned Italian uniforms,
among which were large numbers of German U-Boat
leather jackets and trousers, originally sold by Hitler to
Mussolini's navy, and vast stocks of Italian Army
camouflage material. The latter was guickly used to
produce caps, tunics and coveralls in the German style,
which were distributed to soldiers of the Leibstandarte

and ‘Hitlerjugend’ in France. The U-Boat clothing went
almost exclusively to the young tank erews of ‘Hitler-

jugend’, and protected many of them against serious

burns.

Paratroop Uniforms

S5-Fallschirmjiiger-Bataillon 500 was formed at the
end of 1943, in the wake of Otto Skorzeny's much-
vaunted liberation of the deposed Mussolini that Sep-
tember, which had relied heavily on Lultwalle para-
troop support. Contrary to widespread belief, the 55
paratroop battalion was not a penal unit but was eom-
posed entirely of volunteers. Its first major action took
Frl.l-.’_‘t" in M:'l:'.' 1944, and involved the battalion |:_1|_'|1||-_'_
dropped by glider right on top of Marshal Tito's vast
partisan-headquarters complex in the mountains near
Drvar, Yugoslavia. In the fighting which ensued, the
unit was almost wiped out. The survivors were re-
formed as S5-Fallschirmjiger-Bataillon 600, under
Skorzeny's command, and tramned for a drop on
Budapest to capture the son of the recaleitrant Hungmr-
lan leader, Admiral Horthy, Some 55 paratroopers
were later involved in the Ardennes Offensive, and the
remainder fought as infantry on the eastern front. It is
safe to say that the 5SS paras were always thrown into
the worsi hl:rl:-.-'-FH'ﬂ:w. and the battalion was i hought of as
something of a ‘suicide squad’

OF all the branches of the Walfen-5S2, least 1= known
about the clothing and equipment of the parachutists. It
appears that the Luftwalfe assumed responsibility not



only for the training and transportation by air of the 55
paras, but also for supplyving them with specialist dress
and equipment. When Skorzeny and his small joint 55
and Luftwaffe commando force rescued Mussolini from
his imprisonment at Gran Sasso, they all wore regula-
tion air-force tropical clothing with full Luftwaffe in-
signia. At a celebratory rally held in the Berlin Sports
Palace soon alterwards, however, the 55 men reverted
to their normal field-gray unilorms

The members of 55-Fallschirmjiger-Bataillone 500
and 600 wore 1940-pattern 55 Schiffchen field caps, 55
belt buckles and standard Waffen-S5 field-gray tunics
with the insignia of their previous units, since there
were no specialist 35 paratroop badges. The Luftwalle
supplied all their protective clothing, which comprised:
the normal paratroop steel helmet, with or without
Luftwalle decal and ‘splinter’-pattern cover; the ‘splin-
ter’-pattern camouflage paratroop jump smock, with or
without LuftwafTe breast eagle; blue-gray or field-gray
paratroop Lrousers; canvas gaiters; and ankle boots
One surviving photograph shows two German para-
troopers wearing standard 55-issue camouflage
smocks, but these are thought to be Luftwaffe Fall-
schirmjiger personnel in ltaly, who would have had the
opportunity of obtaining 55 smocks from the ‘Hermann
Goring’ panzer division, which was kitted out with
them. Another unique picture illustrates an S5 para-
trooper apparently wearing the ‘pea’-pattern camou-
Aage drill tunic and trousers while fulfilling an infantry
role on the eastern front near the end of the war

During recent vears, several references have been

ade to a batch of paratroop jump smocks manufac-
tured from 58 ‘pea’-pattern camouflage drill material
with the S5 eagle stitched to the right breast. These
appeared in the USA during the early 1980s with the
story that they had been found by American troops
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occupving the 55 clothing depot at Dachau in April
1945, While =such tales cannot be disproved, there must
be grave doubts as to the authenticity of these items.
For one thing, many are date-stamped “1943", a vear
early for ‘pea’-pattern camouflage. Some stocks of ‘pea’
pattern material survived the war, and it is now being
reprinted for the battle re-enactment fraternity, so the
postwar creation of ‘S5 para smocks’ would not have
been difficult, a point reinforced by the sudden appear-
ance of a pair of never-before-heard-of 85 paratroop
camouflage trousers in France in 1990, Mo wartime
references to, or photographs of, the S5 paratroop
smock exist. The so-called ‘S3-Fallschirmjiger' eulf
title is most certainly a postwar fantasy piece. Mo 35
para cuff title was approved during the Third Reich,
and the few titles worn by =ome 85 paratroops were
those of their former umnits,

Tropical Clothing

While Waffen-55 troops never served in Morth Africa, a
few units, primarily the Leibstandarte, "Wiking', ‘Prinz
Eugen' and ‘Reichsfihrer-55" saw action in the Bal-
kans, southern Hussia and Italy, where sweltering
summer conditions made the wearing of conventional
uniform items very uncomfortable. However, the
demand for hot-weather elothing was usually localized
and temporary, so the development of a tropical uni-
form for the Waffen-55 was gradual and on something
of an ad hoe basis

The first requirement for tropical clothing was voiced
in April 1941, during the hastily organized invasion of
Greece, Some members of the Leibstandarte took to
wearing the basic 85 sports kit, comprising undershirt
and shorts, when not engaged in combat, while others
went bare-chested. A short-term partial solution was
achieved by the issue of army pith helmets, ar Tropen-
helme, but these were unpopular and were not worn in
any great numbers. When sported by the 55, they bore
no insignia. A number of original pith helmets survive
featuring metal S8 runic and swastika shield badges in
the same style as the standard 5SS steel helmet decals.
However, it is likely that these insignia are postwar
creations, particularly since the swastika shield decal
had been discontinued in March 1940, a vear before the
introduction of Tropenhelme to the S5, During the
autumn of 1942, 55-Division “Wiking' advanced deep
into the Caucasus region, and a number of its personnel
wore Luftwaffe tropical uniforms and Schiffchen field
=aps in light-tan cotton drill. Air-force insignia were re-
placed by 55 badges, and from February 1943 55 rank
chevrons in tan-brown on black were authorized for
wear with the tropical tunic by Sturmmann/Rotten-
fithrer grades. At the same time, the use of collar
patches with tropical gear was forbidden.

In September 1943, a wholly new and, for the first
time, lormalized Wallen-35 tropical uniform was in-
troduced and distributed on an entire unit basis to the
Sturmbrigade ‘Reichsfuhrer-58' on Corsica. The uni-
form was a strange hvbrid and may, in fact, have been
made by converting ltalian clothing which had recently
been seized by the Germans. The tunic had pleated

patch pockets in the army style, was colored light tan in
the Luftwaffe style, and featured a caped effect across
the upper section in the Italian Sahariana style, the
peaks of the ‘cape’ forming the upper pocket flaps. In-
signia was officially restricted to shoulder straps,
tropical zleeve chevrons and a special tan-brown woven
versgion of the 55 arm eagle, but normal collar patches
were also occasionally seen. The SS tropical field cap. to
accompany the new tunic, was in the same shape as the
oo camoufage field cap, without flap and buttons. It toa
was light tan in color and sported a tan-brown eagle and
death's head. No officer's version existed
Photographic evidence suggests that the 1943-
pattern Waffen-S5 tropical tunic was only ever issued
to the Sturmbrigade ‘Reichsfihrer-55', and even then
was not worn by members of that formation after they
left Corsica, The Sturmbrigade appears to have been
chozen to leld-test and evaluate the new tunicon an ex-
perimental basis. Whether it was badly reported upon,
or whether economies and the lack of tropical cam-
paigns alter 1943 dictated that no more stocks of the
tunic would be manufactured, is unknown. In any
event, there is nothing to indicate that it was issued
again. The 55 tropical field cap. on the other hand, was
widely distributed among the various units fighting in
[taly during 1944-45, and was a popular item of dress
During the last vear of the war, members of 55 units
in ltaly, Austria and the Balkans reverted to wearing a
mixture of Wehrmacht and Italian tropical clothing.
Luftwalle items were most prized, particularly the
tunic and Schiffchen, and the latter could often be seen
bearing 58 metal badges removed from the peaked cap

Protective Clothing

As early as July 1935, the Leibstandarte was issued
with an li:lj'l]‘l-grﬁ_'-.' double-broasted greateoat, or Man-
tel, which bore collar piping and full inzignia. This item
was superseded by a field-gray version in 1937, and with
the military development of the 35-VT and 55-TV there
was a tendency to follow army greatcoat fashions
closely, which led to the gradual adoption of a dark-
green collar and the ad hoc removal of collar patches.
By the outbreak of war, the situation as regards great-
coal insignia was fairly muddled and varous orders
wiere izsued in an attempt to clanfy the position, The
dark-green collar was oficially approved in December
1939, only to be canceled a few months later, Collar pip-
ing forother ranks became obsolete in August 1940, and
all surviving examples of the old earth-gray coat were
recalled in March 1941, Officers with the rank of 55-
Oberfithrer and above were permitted to wear the
greateoat with the top three buttons undone, 20 as to ex-
pose their distinctive silver-gray lapels, and from 1941
haolders of the Knight's Cross and other neck awards
were also allowed to do so. As the war progressed, many
officers countered the declining quality of the issue
Mantel by having greatcoats tailor-made to their own
specifications. These items incorporated such refine-
ments as removable blanket linings, reinforced but-
tons, extra pockets and detachable sheepskin or fur col-
lars. The result of all this was that dozens of variations
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Officers had the option of purchasing a field- 3
leather greateoat, but this item was extremely expen-
sive and few subalterns could afford it. There were
several variants, both in cut and in the use of insignia.
As an alternative to the leather coat. many junior
officers and NCOs bought the much cheaper 18933
pattern field-gray i
made of rubbe cotton twill with a leather-like
appearancs i |'||;'r:-: [TGEL i thq_' r'l_";..:'ul.":t]-:'n'l i {u ] r't‘.:'.'l.':]:l'.-ii'e-'-
coat, or Hr':.'u'.'q'n".‘.'.'r.l'.'r.'.r.'u.':'fr'."._ '.".'I'lt-:_‘h was first introduced
for army dispatch riders and eventually came to be
widely worn by a variety of Wehrmacht, Waffen-55 and
police personnel during inclement weather. Early
examples had a dark-green cloth collar, but after 1940
the whole coat was made from rubberized fabric. The
skirt could be divided and buttoned around the legs for
ease of use on the motoreyele.
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man soldiers fighting on the Russian front, prepara-
tions were made to design and supply appropriate uni-
form 1tems with a view to averting a similar crisis
Various fur, sheepskin and lambswool waisteoats and
caps were issued in the short term, and snow anoraks
originally intended for mountain troops serving in Nor-
way were diverted and shipped east. Wherever short-
ages were still apparent, captured Soviet winter cloth-
ing was uzed, augmented by civilian items collected in
Cermany

Throughout 1942, the Waffen-S5 developed its own
winter combat uniform. or Winter-Sonderbekleidung,
independent of the army. It consisted of a heavy. fur-
lined parka-type coat in a waterproof cement-gray
gabardine, with matching overtrousers. When snow lay
on the ground, an undyed white cotton hooded smock
and trousers were issued. These were desipned to be
worn on top of the parka and overtrousers and were
readily washable. At the end of the vear, a padded re-
versible parka in a waterproof rayon, white on one zide
and tan or reed-green on the other, was distributed for
use as a windcheater.

The definitive Waffen-58 winter uniform did not
enter service until 1943-44, and comprised a hood,
jacket, trousers and mittens, all made from two lavers
of windprool material with a wool-ravon interlining.

anoyt LerT: Senior S5 and
‘Hitaqugand” ofSoers, fromled by
Sapp Districh and Frtz Will,
obsarve the iraiming of the 121h 55
‘Hitlepugend' Pandes Devidaon, 183,
Mode ihe vanety of greatcaats and
protecinng clathing in avidonca,

T Russian Bhoops an the
Russian Front, March 1942, Thes
camoullagn clothing covensd many
mone layers of regulafion and non-
reguiation cold-woeathor gear, A1
this lime, efecireg winber chothing
was somarthing of & busxury in the
Walleri-55. Onby kater, as the war
an ihe Exstem Front dragged on,
wauld (e S5 recéhve adeduaba
oold -weather comibat kit

st A Floyal Tiger Tank of 1he 181
55 Panper Divisicn in the Ardanns,
Dcnmitsir 1944, The oficer
Blandng A1 I Wwoars the econd-
pattorn Camoudlage Smisk Sn
pants. Bs 00 maEny of ki
collaaguirs on tha Lank, But note
tha gratooal partially visibie
underreath the gun barael.

The whole outfit was reverzsible, being white on one side
and 55 autumn |_':_'|I'|'|1|'|,Il111|-_:’4_' on the aother, and wag de-
signed to be worn over the normal field uniform. The
white side tended to get filthy very quickly, which
defeated its purpose, so troops were ordered to wear the
uniform with the camouflage side out unless they were
actually fighting in snow-covered terrain. During 1944,
a small number of similar garments were made utiliz-
ing stocks of captured Italian camouflage material,
Some of these were reversible and others were lined in
fur or sheepskin

The production of fur-lined items for the Walfen-35
was generally undertaken by the 35 Eastern Industries
Ltd., or Ostindustrie GmbH, which used local Jewish
labor to manufacture uniforms and equipment from
property and raw materials seized by the Germans.
Winter clothing was a specialty of the 55-Bekleidungs-
werke in the Lublin area of Poland, primarily at the
Poniatowa and Trawniki work camps. Fur garments re-
moved from concentration-camp inmates throwghout
the Reich were ordered to be collected and forwarded to
Lublin for reprocessing. It is a sad fact that many
Walfen-35 soldiers unknowingly wore winter uniforms
lined with fox-furs and stoles taken from old women
who had died at Auschwitz, Majdanek, Sobibor and
Treblinka.




Insignia Production

While the majority of wartime Wallen-S5 uniforms
were made |::|_‘.' 25 factories, the msignia attached to
them alwavs tended to be manufactured by long-
established private companies. That arrangement
necessitated strict standardization and guality control,
the administration of which was entrusted to the
Reichzzeugmeisterel or REM, a body which had been set
up as early as 1 April 1929 to supervise the preduction
and pricing of all Nazi party uniform items. The basic
tunctionz of the HEM were to oo that NSDAP eonlracts
went to Arvan hirms and to ensure that final products
were of a high standard vet priced to suit the pocket of
the average party member. It alzo acted as a “clearing
house” between manufacturers on the one hand, and
wholezalers and retailers on the other. On 16 March
1935, contract numbers were introduced and awarded
to every REM-approved company, and after that date
REM numbers replaced makers’ marks on all NSDAP
accouterments. So the buttons, belt hooks, ete, of the
Allgemeine-35, which alwavs remained an organ of the
Mazi party, consistently featured REM marks. Those of
the WalTen-55, however, which was in effect a State
arm during the war, very seldom did. WalTen-55 in-
signia fell into several distinet categories, according to
manufacture. Each of theae will now be deseribed in
turn.

Metal badges such as eagles and death’s heads for the
peaked cap, Totenkopl buttons for the 18934-pattern
field cap, shoulder-strap ciphers and rank pips were
made in a variety of materials, dependent primarily
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upon date of production, The most common combina-
lions were as follows

1933-36: plated brass or plated tombakbronze;
1936-45: copper-plated aluminum with a surface wash
or bare aluminum;

1839-40: painted or plated steel;

1942-45: plated or painted zinc;

1944-45: bare zinc,

In general terms the ||:.J:'||.Il_'.' of metals vaed declined as
the war pr::g]':-:—i.—:t'rl. but -:'||':-]:|I!|.' that, a good standard of
overall finish and appearance was always maintained
Early to mid-war examples were usually crisply die-
struck, with hollow backs bearing two or three flat
prongs or round pins for attachment purposes. The re-
verse of these items tended to feature a mirror image of
the obverse degign. Late-war badges were often cast,
with smooth concave backs

Cap eagles and death's heads, which were commaon Lo
both the Allgemeine-55 and Waffen-S8, normally bore
RZM marks, either individually stamped onto the
badge reverse or embossed into it as part of the die-
striking or casting process. Tvpical examples were
‘REM M52 (Deschler & Schn of Munich) and "REM
MI167" (Augustin Hicke of Tyssa bei Bodenbach),
During the war, the format of RZM codes used on metal
a5 insignia changed, deleting the ‘M1° prefix and
adding a year suffix, e.g. ‘RZM 499/41". No list of these
later codes is known to have survived, and so they have
never been deciphered

The earliest 35 eloth badges were hand-embroidered,




and this form of insignia was worn by soldiers of the
armed 55 during the 1933-35 period. Hand-embroidery
could be in white or silver-gray cotton thread, fine alu-
minum wire or ||.|_=;|r:.,'hifl.'qq']ll_ll]inr'l_ with the latter two
styles normally being reserved for officers. However, in
September 1934 non-commissioned and enlisted ranks
of the Leibstandarte and S5-VT were also authorized to
wear aluminum wire insignia with the black uniform,
to set them apart from their l:'I.:-IIt'i‘IHI.]qd:‘-u in the Allpe-
meine-55. No two |'|i1|1-:1-wthhhullvl'uil lh:ll.l.r.{t:ri WETE EVEr
identical, since they were individually made. The em-
broidery was vusually done over cardboard templates,
which comprised thin cutouts of the relevant designs
and which could vary slightly from one maker to an-
other. Once the actual embroidery was completed, a

paper or cloth backing was glued onto the reverse of

sach piece to prevent fraying. Badge companies
generally emploved women to do this work, or farmed it
out to local seamstresses on a cottage-industry basis.
In 1936, when the REZM had become effectively
organized under Reichszeugmeister Richard Bichner,
machine-embroidered insignia began to be produced
and widely distributed for wear by 55 enlisted men and
NCOs, This form of embroidery was cheap and quick to
execute, and generally utilized white or silver-gray cot-
ton thread on a black-woven badgecloth base. The
thickness of the embroidery depended upon how the in-
dividual manufacturer’s machine was adjusted, but 1t
usually had a tightly-formed and raised appearance
The |Lr||_1.' excEpl iom was the flat chain-stitch E-I!'t1|'|-r'-!]1-l'.|r-|'}'
which was sometimes employed on shoulder-strap
badges. The producers of machine-embroidered insig-
nia were normally fairly substantial firms, as only they
could afford the expensive equipment involved in the

manufacturing process. Such companies were rigidly
controlled by the RZM, and their products had to carry
labels bearing the relevant contract numbers. In adda-
tion to the standard RZM paper tags used by all NSDAP
formations, a svstem of small black-and-white woven
labels was devised specifically for 55 items. Each bore
the RZM symbol and 55 runes together with the
maker's contract number and yvear date, an example
being ‘REM 21736 55", Where a firm was engaged only in
embroidery work, the letters “St', denoting ‘Stickerer or
‘embroiderer’, were incorporated into the label, for
example "RLM St 459436 55, It was not uncommon for
two such labels to be attached to a single badge, particu-
larly a cufT title, if two separate firms were involved in
its manufacture due to subcontracting. One label would
refer to the maker of the backing and the other to the
embroiderer, and because of this, machine-
embroidered insignia has come to be known as the
'HH.‘HI-:«[}'M' I:l}' collectors

Machine-woven badges were produced from 1939,
using artificial silk and either cotton or fine aluminum
wire, They had a very flat appearance and the manufac-
turing process, which could produce hundreds of identi-
cal insignia run off on a single continuous strip of
ribbon-like material, allowed for the il|1;|:1:|'F1|L|'.'=|l-:'|:1 of
very fine detail into the design, The principal producer
of these badges was the Wuppertal-Harmen firm of
Bandfabrik Ewald VYorsteher, whose trademark
‘BEV(D' has come to be used when referring to all
machine-woven insignia.

The use of silk-sereen printing in the manufacture of
certain Walfen-53 badpes was introduced in 1944 but
was primarily restricted to foreign volunteer shields,
war-guxiliary armbands and the special rank insignia
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for camouflage clothing. Cheap production costs were
more than outweighed by the poor guality of the
finished article, and printed badges were very unpopu-
lar.

The procedures governing the approval and manufac-
ture of Waffen-S5 inzignia were very complicated.
Various SS departments, particularly the 35 Haupt-
amt, the S8 Fihrungshauptamt, the 55 Wirtschafts-
und Verwaltungshauptamt and the Hauptamt Persén-
licher Stab RISS would often be involved. Once a design
had been approved by Himmler, it would pass to the 55-
WYHA which would in turn authorize the REM to sup-
ply the required quantity. The RZM then placed a
contract with one of its approved firms and the finished
badges were delivered to one of the S5 clothing depots,
usually Dachau, from where they would be supplied to
the unit concerned.

By Septermnber 1944, pressures on the RZM had de-
veloped to such an extent that it was forced to terminate
itz involvement in the supply of insignia to the
Wallen-S5, The following December it announced that
Wallen-55 eagles, death’s heads, collar patches,
shoulder straps and cuff titles could henceforth be
manufactured, without a contract, for direct sale to
authorized wholesalers and retailers for the duration of
the war. By that stage, no less than 24 firms were pro-
ducing cloth mmsignia for the Wailen-55. These com
panies are listed below:

Gebrider Auerhammer, Weissenburg: Albrecht
Bender, Weissenburg: Max Dérfel, Eibenstock;
Lothar von Dreden & Co., Wuppertal-Elberfeld;
Oskar Frank, Eibenstock; Geissler & Hast, Ansbach;
August Gobels Schne, Gross-Schinau; E. Ginther,
Eibenstock: Hensel & Schuhmann, Berlin; Hinter-
leitner, Brunnacker & Co,, Weissenburg; E. Kihler,
Annaberg; Kruse & Sohne, Wuppertal-Barmen; Sig-
mund Lendvay, Vienna; Lucas & Vorsteher,
Wuppertal-Barmen; F. Miller, Rossbach; R.
Nitesche, Eibenstock: J. F. Rieleder, Heilbronmn:
Julius RHiess, Erfurt; Franz Rénnefahri, Branden-
burg; Hermann Schmuck & Co., Weissenburg; Thiele
& Steinert, Freiberg: Troltsch & Hanselmann,
Berlin; Ewald Vorsteher, Wuppertal-Barmen; Ferdi-
nand Winter, Treuchtlingen.

Waffenfarhe

During the Third Reich, certain colors were employved
in the design of military, paramilitary and civil uni-
forms and accouterments as a methodical means of unit
identification. These colors appeared on tunic facings,
ap piping, armbands and 20 on and were known as
branch of service colors or 'Waffengattungsfarben’,
normally referred to in the abbreviated form Waffen-
farbe,

Before the outbreak of World War 11, all armed 55
piping was white, silver or black/silver twist, like that
of the Allgemeine-55, However, in December 1939, due
to the increasing militarization of the WalTen-55 and
its new-found associations with Wehrmacht forees,
shoulder straps piped in army Waffenfarbe were in-

1_|'l::l|_|.1J ciod, A lew -C.lfTil:_'ut:—- :_Ll.-.-u |!:u-.'1_:41!! Lid equip [ |lw[t1.—in_-h'1:r-.
with WalTenfarbe-piped peaked caps and long trousers,
made to order, but Himmler immediately forbade that
practice, instructing that the piping on these items was
to remain white. Some confusion then ensued, for in
Mav 1940 the Reichsfihrer backtracked by indicating
that peaked caps could thereafter be piped in Waffen-
farbe, although all walking-out dress trousers were
now to be piped in gray. The following November
Himmler changed his mind yel again, directing that
Waffenfarbe was once more to be restricted to shoulder
sitraps and the soutache on the field cap, with all other
piping reverting to white or aluminum depending on
rank. It iz clear that the Reichsfithrer wanted his
soldiers to retain their own unique appearance, distinct
from that of the army, but a number of Walfen-85
officers and men continued to wear WalTenfarbe on
their peaked caps until the end of the war, in defiance of
Himmler's orders.

The following list shows the Wallenfarbe colors
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which were officially authorized for use by the Wai-
fen-S8 at various stages of World War 1. However, it
should be noted that a few shades were withdrawn or
reallocated from time to time, and in any case the differ-
ences in some colors were so slight as to be almost indis-
tinguishable, a situation compounded by variations in
manufacturers’ dves, the bleaching effect of the sun and
the general weathering of piping under field conditions
There is often heated debate between buvers and sellers
of surviving piped items as to whether the Walfenfarbe
colors concerned are rare or relatively common ones.

Collar Patches

The earliest armed 55 units were technically on the
local Abschnitte staff, and as such members wore blank
right collar patches. In May 1933, officers’ patches
began to be piped in a black/aluminum twisted cord.
and those of other ranks in white cord. With the rapid
expansion of the militarized S5 formations, it soon be-
came clear that some kind of distinctive collar insignia
was required for the Leibstandarte and Politische

Bereitzchalten, and towards the end of the vear patches
bearing double Sig-BEunes, hand-embroidered in silver
bullion for officers and white or silver-gray cotton for
other ranks, were izzued to zoldiers of the LAH. In June
1934 the 55 PBs attached to Oberabschnitte Sid, Sid-
west and Mitte were authorized to wear runic 'S5 1, 'S5
2" and 'S5 3" patches respectively, with the numbers as
large as the runes, and three months later non-
commissioned ranks in the Leibstandarte and SS5-VT
were further distinguished by being allowed to use alu-
minum wire embroidery on their collar patches. In
Detober, the piping on officers’ patches was changed to
the definitive plain alaminum cord, with the black!
aluminum twist now being adopied by other ranks. The
rest of the prewar period witnessged the inirodaction of
machine-embroidered collar patches for the field uni-
form, death’s heads and other designs for 55-TV and
specialist units, and the adoption of the 'S51°,'55 2" and
‘85 ¥ patches, this time with small numbers, by the
‘Deutschland’, ‘Germania’ and ‘Der Fiahrer' Stand-
arten. Some collar patches were produced on metal
bases with serew fittings at each corner, so they could be



easily removed from the tunic when it was being
cleaned.

When army-pattern shoulder straps were introduced
for the armed 55 in March 1938, it was apparent that
the wearing of dual rank badges on both the left collar
patch (55 rank) and shoulder straps (army equivalent
was unnecessary. However, Himmler decreed that 35
rankz should still be displaved. The situation was
exacerbated at the outbreak of war, with the Leibstand-
arte, 53-V T and 35-TV being given specific roles along-
side the Wehrmacht. The ordinary German soldier was
bemused by the 58 rank svstem, and was at a loss to
know which 85 men he was supposed to salute and
whose orders he was obliged to obey. It therefore be-
came absolutely essential, for practical and disciplin-
ary reasons, that Waffen-38 rank badges should cor-
respond to those in the armed forces and be easily
recopnized as such. Consequently, during the formation
of the first 55 field divisions in the autumn of 1939, it
was decided that their personnel should not wear 55
rank patches. Instead, they received matching collar
patches with the runes or death’s head on both sides
Their ranks were indicated solely by shoulder straps, in
the army style. However, prewar Waffen-88 officers
and men jealously retained their existing collar
patches, showing their 55 ranks.

The increased use of camouflage smocks, which
covered the shoulder straps and, indeed, all insignia ex-
cept the collar patches, led Himmler to rescind the
matching collar patch order on 10 May 1940, and rein-
troduce the 55 rank patch for all Waffen-55 members.
At the same time, the need for security during the inva-
gion of the Low Countries and France rendered obzolete
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armed Swastika patch dated rgm
1944 and danoted o ron-55
CoOncaniratsm-Casmp guard
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all 35-VT and S55-TV collar patches bearing numerals
or letters, which were ordered to be removed. For a
short time during the western campaign, persannel in
the 55-Verfugungsdivigion wore no collar patches at
all. From then on, the basic S5 runes collar patch be-
came standard for all German and Germanic Waf-
fen-SS formations except Totenkopf units, whose mem-
bers continued to wear the death’s head, now produced
in a horizontal version more suitable for use on the
closed-neck field tunic, In August 1940, the black/alu-
minum twisted cord bordering other ranks’ patches was
abolished, leaving these patches unbordered for the rest
of the war.

With the increasing recruitment of non-Germans
into the Wailen-55 after 1940, Himmler became con-
cerned about the use of the 55 runes inzignia by thosze
not racially suitable for full 558 membership, and he in-
structed that such recruitz should wear some other form
of badge on the right collar patch. The 53 thereafter de-
signed and issued a range of appropriate collar patches
for its foreign units and, pending the distribution of
these insignia, blank patches were often worn in new
units as an interim measure. German 55 officers and
NCOs serving in foreign formations were still entitled
to wear the 55 runes collar patch and, az from July
1943, ifthey chose to identify with their men by wearing
the distinetive unit pateh, they were obliged to sport the
88 runes embroidered below the left breast pocket in-
atead. The latter insignia was identical to that worn by
55 men in the German police,

The wearing of collar patches did not always conform
to regulations. Matching patches and vertical death's
heads, although prohibited in 1940, continued to be
worn well into 1942, and officers often used other ranks’
patches in the field, or removed the cording from their
own patches. In 1943, machine-woven versions of the 55
runes and horizontal death’s head patches were pro-
duced, but the earlier embroidered examples were still

Unauthorized Collar Patches

Yeoar
Adlegecdly

[hesagEn Prodiuced UnitTatended for Wear by
bt lI.I.IIlIlIE

grenpgle Unkpewn  Probably Ordnance Belaed
bt i T |

laficis TET Y ST Mounted ais
Viking

|:|I'|,|.:|IJ||p ] WL |J'|;l-|||'."|-'| ikamg
Chosed

Honmenred 19 Danes in Sordlard
L. JREE Momn-33 Auniliory Concentration Camp

Cruairds

Tratlent of

Vladsmir [HE 2 Ldth & th (Ukrainiani Divisions
54 Hune Tl Huorst Wessapl’
LEEET

Hvlise 15944 byt WIE T8 LT 4 L
Suinbaiss P RN HKama'
Bt Flawiee [ E] 24k i lnalimn ) Dhivishan
Cress ol 51

[ i PR 2] 2l | Rizssiams Divesaon
Fagses g 2ogh (leslinnt DMyision
S &

Wrenth Itie 2tk i lealimn ) Diwision
= on red

patch [HE ] 20h i lialinn) DNy ision
L |

Rurgumdy LS KT
Russian Crribo-
dax {rnes S

Wallonien

Fith (Hessian U krminian) Division

£ D

Sonmenrml 1S #ird | Hungnrian i Division
S of 1

Jaan 1445 [ laarledmagmne
LG |

Crvmnides PR R
Walle Head 1945
Swond & Shicld 1945
Tiger's Hemd 145

|l|r||.—|l|.:|nH|.'r Brgsded6h hvessan
Crienean Tartars

Coucnsians

Indian Legisn

migsT; Those pairs of Wallen-55
officers’ shoulder straps indicate,
from Lop to bottom: a
Reconnaissance Dbarsturmiihnes,
an infantry Hawpisturmmiibrer, and
an RISS Sah Sturmbanndbhrer.

BELSw: AN SS-Unterschartifrer in
Budapest, January 1945, He carmios
ihe Panzertarst 50, A revolutionary
and chagp anti-lank grenade-
launcher which was used only once
and than disposed of. Oparating
ihe Panzeriawsst, of “Armoned Fisl®,
wis aafrgmaly simple, and i was
vory successfully handed by
thousands of Volkcesturm and Hitlor
Youth tropps during the Closang
stages af the war.

Shoulder-strap Insignia

being izsued at the end of the war. Reeruitz under train _ _ E'd" E“_"i,fnr Artillery Rogiment
ing often wore no collar patches at all. black underlay and gilt stars were iszued to all armed A (Gothici £2.VT Reconnaissance Battalion
The following table lizsts all S8-VT, 85.TV and 85 officers, and NCOs began to wear aluminum lace, or AS1 Artillery School I
Walffen-85 unit collar patches which have been con- Tresse, and white metal ‘pips”. Rank was thereafter AST Artillery School 1
firmed by contemporary photographic or documentary  clearly indicated by the straps. From December 1939, Cogwheel Technical Units
» : . L 4 52 r . i a (] Derwtechland” Standarte
evidence. They were produced in embroidered versions officers sported colored Waffenfarbe piping between the OF Thar Frihoor’ Standiste
only. unless otherwise indicated. aluminum braid and black underlay, and other ranks EMoman Numeral  Recruiting Offices
received their definitive Waffenfarbe-piped black Fi SSVT Anti-Aircraft MG Battalian
snnulnﬂr straus straps with rounded ends, G ‘Germania’ Standarte
A large number of unit identification insignia were i sunkerschule Braunschweig
i ) . - i " C ? JST sunkerschule Talz
Members of the armed 55 wore standard Allge- worn on the shoulder straps. For officers, these numer- L Meter Technical School
meine-55 shoulder straps on the right side only until  als and ciphers were initially in gilt metal, then bronze L iGathic) Training Establishments
1935, when the earth-gray uniform was introduced. In  after 1940. Other ranks had them embroidered directly LAH Leitstandarie-55 "Adolf Hitler'
July of that vear, S5-V'T officers were ordered to wear onto their straps, or onto removable slip-on tabs from Lyre Eands _
their Allgemeine-5S straps on both shoulders of the 1940. The table on the previous page lists the various ﬂﬁ ﬂmﬂ'ﬂgﬂ‘:m“

gray uniform. Other ranks received army-pattern identification badges known to have been used on Waf-

; . s PGt hiek S5-VT Anti-Tank Batinlion

straps made of plain earth-gray material, or earth- fen-55 shoulder straps. Serpent Veterinary Units
brown for 55-TV troops. In 1936 these enlisted men's In October 1943, Himmler decided that Waflen-55 Serpent & Sl Medical Units
shoulder straps were replaced first by a round-ended units and specialist personnel were adequately identi- SK/D Dachau Garrison
black version piped in black/aluminum twisted cord, fied by collar patches, cuff titles and sleeve diamonds, KT Prague Garrison

: 3 : 2 3 ' > . by : il L& Unterfahrerschule Lagenburg
then by an unpiped black type with pointed ends. None  and he forbade the wearing of shoulder-strap numerals e Unterfahrerschisle Radolfeell
of these early straps identified the wearer's rank, as  and ciphers for the duration of the war. The only ex- w “Westland' Standarte
that was shown by hiz collar patches. ception was the Leibstandarte-85 ‘Adolf Hitler’', whose 1-17 Totenkepl Standarten

In March 1938, army-pattern shoulder straps with members retained their LAH monograms.




Cuff Titles

The cuff title, a woven hlack tape about 28mm in width
and 4%cm in length, which was worn on the lower left
sleeve of the tunic and greateoat, became one of the
most distinctive features of 55 uniform. Apart from
identifving the unit of the wearer, it promoted a re-
markable esprit de corps in the WafTen-35.

All prewar regiments and most ancillary formations
of the 353-VT and 53-TV had their own cull titles, which
were handed over as part and parcel of the clothing
issue. Each man received [our, one for each of his uni-
ferms, and they were expected to last him nine months
These early eufl titles were embroidered in Gothic let-
tering with the exception of the Leibstandarte's *Adolf
Hitler’ insignia, which featured the hand-written Siit-
terlin script officially reserved for the Fithrer's guards
from 1936, On 1 September 1939, the Gothic ‘55" used on
certain cuff titles was replaced by a runic version, and
three months later all Gothic script was discontinued in
favor of standard Latin lettering.

In May 1940, the cuff titles worn by ancillary
Walfen-55 units, for example ‘S5-Machrichtensturm-
bann' and ‘55-Pioniersturmbann’, were abolished as it
was felt that they constituted o zecurity risk. Hegi

Lerr: A sadacticn of WaRen-55
shiculdar sirnps. Thoss dencla
from o 10 botlom, ket 1o nght: a
Rgr-:.lr. Hayptsocharduhrer, o
Spacialist Schariuhrer, a Mowntain
Troop Uinferschariuhrer, an Infaniry
Schiotzn, & Modical Cbersiurm
bannduhrer, a Signals
Uindgrsturmidihngr of thi
Loibstamndarts, & pamzor
UnierschariGnrer of the ‘Germania’
regimenl

——————

w _1:

s Wiawen 55 cull Utles for,
from iGp 19 Botlom: 18l of the
Famale 535 Auxikarias Triening
Soheao] 51 Olerahmhssiim, Gl
Frositser Foled [pnces (R Seha)
Fiadd] Picg, 'War Comespondents,
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mental titles such a= ‘Deutschland continued to he
used, however, even after the introduction of divisional
titles in 1942, and were worn by divisional personnel
not entitled to regimental cuff titles, So a member of the
signals battalion in the 85-Verfupungsdivision would
wear the ‘S5-Nachrichtensturmbann® title until May
1940, then no cuff title at all, and finally the *Das Reich’
title as from September 1942

As the war progressed, cufl titles took on a new sig-
nificance and were presented at solemn ceremonies
during which unit commanders would remind reci-
pients of the great honor being bestowed upon them and
that they sghould do nothing te disgrace the names
which their culfl titles bore. The exact criteria for
awarding names and cuff titles is not known, but what
12 certain 15 that many 55 divizsions, like the 14ih
iUkrainian! and 15th (Latvian!, were never named,
while some of those which were, such as ‘Handzchar’
and ‘Maria Theresa', never received cuff titles, Himm-
ler apparently judged every application on its own mer-
its, refusing some new units on the grounds that a cuff
title had to be earned on the field of battle, and turning
down others because they had been formed as a tempor-
ary wartime expedient from personnel considered
|'.||_'i:|H:'. unzwitable [or S5 ||||_-|:'|||-;_-1':-|"||5|
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Any Waffen-58 soldier transferring from one unit to
another had to remove his old cuff title and replace it
with that of his new unit. However, if the latter had not
been awarded a cufT title, the man was permitted to con-
tinue to wear the title of his former unit. That explains
why “Adolf Hitler® and ‘Der Fihrer” coff titles featured
among the afficer cadre of the 24th 55 Dhvision in north-
ern Italy at the end of the war, and why miscellaneous
cufT titles were worn by S5 paratroopers.

On occasion, two cuff titles could be worn together.
Officer cadets being trained at Bad Talz, for example,

were initially allowed to wear the '55-Schule Talz' cuff

title above their own regimental or divisional titles,
while war correspondents and military policemen often
wore the ‘S5-Kriegsberichter’ and ‘S55-Feldgendarme
rie' titles below those of the regiment or division to
which they were attached. The wearing of more than
one cufl title in this fashion was forbidden in August
1943,

Cuff titles fell into the following four categories
according to the method of their manufacture:

Hand-embroidered in aluminum wire or thread:
Produced from 1933 until June 1942. For wear by all
ranks until 1936, and thereafter by officers only.

Reichsfuhrung-y

39-Schule Brawnfchweiy
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Lorr: A seloction of cufl litles worm
By, Iroami 100 to Bottoem: tha
Raichsfibrer-55 and departrmsanial
chiefs: officers on thae staM of tha
35 High Command; officors an the
gtafl of Oberabschnitt Sldvwast:
eifscars on tha stall of the T2nd 55-
Fuss-Standarts [Detmoldi; NCOs
and men of the 3rd Sturm of a
Rasarns-Sturmbann: NMODS and
e pitached 19 tha 55 Officer
Schopl at Braunschwissg

| Bevuindgwic i)

mcar: A prvear shouldor sirag of a
junior officer of the 55-Totenkopf-
standarie 3 "Thirngoen' Division
abrorve cutt titles relating 10, from
top to bottom: the B5-Tetenkop-
standarie 3 “Thinngen' Division:
the 55-Tolenkopfstandarin 1
“Oberbayem” Devision; tha 55-
Panzergrenadier Regiment B
"Thesdor Eickoa’; the rd 55-Panzer
Dividian "Tolenkopl
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Machine-embroidered in white or silver-gray cot-
ton thread: The so-called ‘RZM-style’. Produced from
1936-43 for wear by other ranks only.
Machine-woven in aluminum thread: Produced
from 1939-43 for wear by officers only.

Machine-woven in flat gray cotton or silken
thread: The so-called ‘BEVO pattern. Produced from
1943-45 for wear by all ranks.

It was not uncommon, however, for officers to use
other ranks’ culfT titles on their field tunics, or for NCOs
to acquire officer-quality titles for wear on their dress
uniforms. Moreover, old stocks of some early cufl titles
continued to be worn long after they had been officially
discontinued.

These categories are most important from a collec-
tor's point of view, for some cuff titles which Appear on
the market can readily be identified as reproductions
simply because the date of introduction of the original
does not correspond with the manufacturing technique
of the copy. Cuff titles such as ‘Florian Geyer’, ‘Hohen-
staufen’ and ‘Reichsfiihrer-85', for example, which
dated from 1943 and later, were all made in the BEVO
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pattern and should not be encountered in the earlier
REM style. Similarly, Gothic seript had been aban-
doned long before 1943, 2o it follows that Gothic letter-
ing should not feature on BEVO cull titles,

The table below lists all S5-VT, 85.-TV and Walfen-55
cuff titles which have been confirmed by contemporary
photographic or documentary evidence, together with
their known manufacturing styles,

A few rare variant cuff titles are also known to have
existed, but these were unofficial and even unigue in
some cases, Examples include Sepp Dietrich’s wartime

‘Adolfl Hitler' cufT titles, which were embroidered in
gold bullion, and the "Wiking' and ‘Wallonien” eufT titles
hand-embroidered in Gothic script for wear by unit
commanders Herbert Gille and Léon Degrelle reapee-
tivelv. A small number of unapproved localized culf
titles, such as the "Narwa’ and "Estland” titles worn by
some members of the 20th [ Estonian) Division, are con-
firmed from photographs and were in all probability
hand-embroidered. These are the exceptions which
prove the general rules of cuff-title manufacture.

The following cuff titles were authorized during the

Waften-SS Cuff Titles

Titke Yeur Manufacturing Sivie
Imtroduced

Aol Hither 195 HE : BEM ; MW ; BEYD

Branden barg 1917 HE : RZEM

British Free Corps 1944 Maonufacturing style cannot be
discermed frem the few suryiving
Wariime pl!-'ll II|:I".II'I'I < 0 Enembsrs
of this tiny wnit. Probakbly
hnnd-embroidered, as only o vers

srmnll quantity wos regaired

[hammmirk 1843 BEY]
Lkas= Beach 8 HEM - MW : BEVO
Ieath's Hisad

| s lal 1338 HE : MW
D Morske Legion15941 HE
Der Fubrer 1S HE : BEZM : MW : BEVO
[ Ruiler 1594:8 REND
Deutschinnd (M HE : BEZM . MW
Elbs 1997 HE : B
E 85TY 15004 MW
Florian Ceeyver 14544 BEYD
Freikorps

Danmark 1541 HEM
Frundsberg 18453 BEY{
Frw, Lefson

Flandern 141 [RFa
E' W J AT i

Medi-Fland a4l RZEM
Frw, Legion

M etder Lapade 1541 REM ; MW
Frw. Legion

Norwegen 1841 REM
Genernl Sevflondt 1943 BEVCH
Lrermanin 1958 HE : REM : MW : BEVD
el vom

Berlichingen 3 BEVY
Hirmsann von

Nalen [E{EE] HENVLY
|||I||.':_|uu|.':||l [LER] BEVLE
Hokenstaulen [HLE K] REVD
Horst Wessel 444 HEV)
Kdir. U1 L. Duchau V935 HE
Kurt Eggers 1943 REM : BEVO
Langemarck 1942 HEM - MW
L 1o

Miederlande 2 ] HE
Legion Norwepgen [941 HEM
Sichael Gaissmair | 944 BEYD
Sederland |44 HENL)
Marrl | 1 540 HE : H£M - MW - BEV
SNorlwesy 1541 HEM
Margs 16473 BEVO
[bsrbsayerm §:K i) HE - HEM - MW
Dt lriesland 15217 HE : HEM

Chstmark IS LY L
Palice Eapgle

finaignial [}2 AW
Prinz Eugen 19432 REM - MW - BEVO
Hewchafulrer-55 1943 BEVD
Hewhafubrung-55  11-0 HE:
Roichaschule-55 13 HBEWVID

Heinhard Hevdrsch 1942 EM - MW BEV(O

B B [} T] HE : REM
Sanstatsabieplung 136 HE - REM
M nmdarbseg s44 BEY)
S5 Arizlicha
Akodemie LEiS KW
=5 Faeld-
pendarmeerie = Pl AW REVD
= Heimwehir
Dhunag [ L] HEN
- Inspekion [N ] HE
S by - At 1941 HEEM
=5 hnegsberachier | 540 HE : HEM - BENQ
S5 K (3]
berichiter- R (25 1] Unadficinl Sutterlin seript s

chain-stitch embmidsry
S5 Musik=chiile

Elfiitidims Himer iyt 1541 BN
5 Nach-

richisi-

starmbann 1537 HE : BEM
===Monier-

sturmbann 18037 HE : REM
S ol e -Division 1842 RZM : MW : BEY D
S-bchube

Brasinschweigy 1035 HE i Sitterlin wntil 1936 - RIM
bn-Srhuobe Tals 114 HE : REM
e TodenKopd-

virr il nile 1937 MW
an-Uhsngalager

Diachas 1417 HE - R¥M
e U ninerluhirer-

schuli Ttk HE : REM
e Verwa b ungrs-

schule T4ES HE
Theador Eicke 1943 BEV(}
Thale 1942 REM : MW
Thiiringen 1937 HE : MW
Tetenkopl 142 REM : MW : BEVO
Wallomien iikid BEYO
W.N. Dachag 15ES HE
Wostland [EE LT HE : REM : MW : BEV(
Wiking 1542 M - MW - BEVO
Koy

HE = Hnnd-embirmidered i aluminum swire or Lthread

FGEM = Machime-embiraidernnd v white oF sailver jeray cotbon Ehiresd
MW - Machine-woven in aluminam throead

BEVD = Mochine-woven i Unt gray eolton or aillken thread

war, but never issued for o variety of reasons: Artur
Phleps, Charlemagne, Finnisches Frw. Bataillon der
Wallen-55, Hinrich Schuldt, 30 Januar, Landstorm
Nederland, Latvija, Osttirkischer Waffen-Verband der
58, Woldemars Veiss. Most of these cufT titles existed on
paper only. Examples of the 'Charlemagne’, ‘Landstorm
Nederland' and 'Osttirkischer Waffen-Verband der 55
titles have appeared in a manufactured form, but these
have vet to be authenticated by photographic or docu-
mentary evidence.

Arm Eagles

The eagle and swastika was establizhed as the national
emblem, or Hohettsabzetchen, of the Third Keich on 7
March 1936. The msignia ultimately developed (o 1n-
corporate a wide variety of forms, but the eagle invari-
ably faced to its right when being uszed by State
organizations such as the police and customs service,
and toits left when being worn by the NSDAFP and party
formations like the SA and NSKK.

The first 55 tunic eagles were sported by Sepp
Dietrich and others as early as the summer of 1935,
with the newly-introduced earth-gray uniform. The use
of eagles on the :r:u.,l:]l breast was restricted by law to the
army, navy and air force, 20 members of the Leibstand-
arte and S5-VT took to wearing theirs on the left upper
arm, in lieu of the gaudy Allgemeine-55 armband
which was clearly unsuitable for field use. The pattern
of sleeve eagle officially adopted by the armed 55 in
May 1936 was that introduced =-L111ultqm-nltq|'-.' for the

raGiiT; S55=0bergruppentinner
Wilkelm Eoppe, Fihmer ol
Oberabschnitl Warthe, saluting his
S5 and police traops in 1943, Gau
Posen was conealed on 28 Oclober
18349, following the dissalution of
Paland, &and in January 1840 3 was
renamed Gau Warlhabind aftee tha
Fiver Warlhe whazh ran Uhnough i
Eapps plandad &N emaoran] fols in
the crganiEalicn of 55 forces n thas
ma Risch leeritory. Tor whieh ke
riivid Thi rie Warthedand Gau
Hadga, claarly showm here on s
left brensi pockat. The
ObarsturmbanniGhrer on tha
toreground wirars the alongated
Danzig Cross 15t Class. of which
s than 100 wene pwarded for
Srviod N busiding up the prowar
Hazi party in the Free City.

railroad police, with a right-facing eagle having dip-
ping wings. It was discontinued after only two vears,
but was still being worn by some veterans in 1943,

The second and definitive pattern of 38 national
emblem, with a left-facing cagle and straight wings
tapering to a point, was devised in 1938 and was eventu-
ally produced in several variations to become one of the
most distinctive features of Waffen-55 uniform. The
commonest manufacturing method was machine em-
broidery, in white or silver-gray cotton thread on black,
and these HZM-style sagles came in the following three
types, dependent upon period of production.

Between 1938 and 1941 the eagle had a pronounced
square head; the 1942-43 version had a less pronounced
curved head; and from 1944 a more shallow round head.
Photographs confirm these types time and time again
as period, rather than manufacturers’, variations. The
square-headed early eagle can regularly be seen in
prewar shots and pictures taken during the western
and Balkan blitzkriegs of 1940-41, while the round-
headed insignia never features in these photographs.
Conversely, the round-headed late-war eagle iz con-
sistently seen on camouflage drill tunics during the
Normandy and Ardennes battles, with the early badge
being conspicuous by its absence at that stage of the
WAar.

In 1939, a BEVD machine-woven version of the 55
sleeve eagle began to appear, in flat gray cotton or
gsilken thread for other ranks and fine silver wire for
officers. It was widely worn on all tvpes of Waffen-58
uniform throughout the war, and was even used as a cap




badge by female SS auxiliaries. The BEVO eagle was
also produced in tan-brown from 1943, for the tropical
uniform. A few examples in green weave, allegedly for
use on the spring side of the camouflage uniform, have
made their way on to the market recently, but their
authenticity has not yet been confirmed.

The S8 arm eagle was also hand-embroidered in
silver bullion for officers. Numerous slight variations
existed, and a few had snape attached to the rear so that
they could readily be removed from the tunic when the
latter was being cleaned. The bullion eagle was
standard wear for all 55 officers, although Sepp
Dietrich again highlighted his unique status by having
his insignia executed in gold wire.

In addition to the various regulation types of 55
Hoheitzabzeichen, other eagles were sometimes worn
on the left arm of the Waffen-3S tuniec. A number of ex-

vorr: By 1042 the 55 had
permedbed dvery ZEpact of the
Gerrman police sysiem. A
depanmant kW 85 Tha
Hauptatelsy dér Hauptarmt
Ordnungafalited was Sl uwd wilhin
the Raichatinmung-55 o advige
Himimiker on all MaTters conceming
the unifarmiad polics and ke, as
Chal dor Deutschan Polize, macdy
policy decisions regarding its
operations and deployment. Police
generals’ distinctive gresn and gold
collar patches were duly
rasdasignasd, withi 1 traditional
anmry style (abowve) being replaced
by the nisw 55 pattesn, shown hene
for & Gensralmajor der Polized
sither sade of a general®s arm eaghs
The 585 memberahip runes
rismuainssd ilver for all ranks,
including generals,

rudnT: The police eaghe ullimatsly
Appagred in many dilerent lorms.
anvd Colors, Do Suil T vt amary of
uniormes worn by the Schuizpolasi,
Gendarmerie, Verwafungspolioei,
Verkehrspolizel, Wasserschutz-
pized, Feserschutzpolized,
Luftschultzpolized and 30 on. Al the
end of 1942 the 'Walen-25 Polizei-
Dirviadon wils accorded tha honor of
a wndl cufl tithe, Bustrabed Boré i its
BEVO-wowin [above) and Fkl-
ambrosdersd patbarms,

army officers who transferred to the Waflfen-55, and
foreigners who had previouzly served in Wehrmacht
legions, wore the army breast-eagle on the sleave,
either to emphasgize their originz or simply because the
army eagle was more readily available to them. The use
of army eagles was particularly common during the
rapid expansion of the Waffen-58 in 1939-40, when 55
eagles were in short supply and army-style Waffen-
farbe piping and matching collar patches were the order
of the day. A few S5-¥'T and S5-TV men on secondment
to army units even wore the army eagle on the right
breast while still sporting the SS eagle on the left arm.
The Italian S8 had their own version of the sleeve eagle,
which was right-facing and clutched a fasces instead of
a swastika, and between August 1942 and October 1944
the German police eagle in orange thread was worn by
members of the 55-Feldgendarmerie.

Other Insignia

In addition to the insignia already mentioned, which
were common to most Waffen-53 personnel, a number
of other badges existed which merit only general cover-
age.

Members of the Polizei-Division wore police collar
patches and headgear insignia until the beginning of
1942, when the unit was fully incorporated into the
Walffen-55. Thereafter, standard 5SS badges prevailed.
Rather than completely re-decalling police helmets,
however, the police eagle tended to be covered over with
the runic shield, giving many 55-Polizei-Division hel-
mets the appearance of having their Waffen-SS decals
on the wrong way round.

A range of arm shields was created for foreign volun-
teers in the Waffen-35, and generally took the form of
machine-embroidered national flags on a black cloth
ground measuring B0mm = 5S50mm. These were
standardized in 1943, and most were produced by the
Berlin firm of Troltsch & Hanselmann. The shields
were at first worn above the cuff title, and later beneath
the S5 arm eagle, and gradually replaced the army ver-
sions hitherto worn by many foreigners. The flags of
Belgium, Denmark, Estonia, France, Great Britain,
Holland, Latvia and Norway featured on these shields,
while the badges for Albanian, Croatian, Finnish,
Flemizh and Ukrainian volunteers hore suitable
heraldic motifs.

A series of trade badges to identify skills and special-
ties was designed in the shape of black cloth diamonds
for wear on the lower left sleeve. Each badge was
awarded after the successful completion of the relevant
55 training course, and those who graduated from army
schools were obliged to wear the army trade badge in
lieu of the 85 one. From October 1943, mountain troops
sported a machine-embroidered edelweiss on the left
side of the Bergmiitze and on the right tunic sleeve,
above the Honor Chevron of the Old Guard if the latter
wag also worn.

Uniformed female S8 auxiliaries had a unique badge
consisting of a black oval containing silver 85 runes,
which was sewn to the left breast pocket. Other civilian
employees were given embroidered, woven or printed
armbands bearing the words "Waffen-S5 or ‘Im Dienste
der Waffen-35" when in the war zone, and brassards fea-
turing national colors were worn by voung 55 flak auxi-
liaries from the east. The latter were izssued with a mix-
ture of Luftwalfe and Hitler Youth uniform, and a
printed triangular S8 runes badge at the top of the left
sleeve, in the manner of the HJ district triangle, was
the only insignia which denoted their technical attach-
ment to the Walfen-88,

During World War 11, Waffen-S8 soldiers were eli-
gible for the whole range of Nazi military decorations,
including the Iron Cross, German Cross, War Merit
Cross and so on. Participation in the Crimea, Demjansk
and Kurland battles earned the appropriate campaign
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distinctions for men of the Leibstandarte, S5S5-
Totenkopf-Division and VI Waffen-Armeekorps der S5,
while troops of all units wore Infantry Assault, General
Aszault, Flak, Panzer Battle and Wound Badges, the
Tank Destruction Award and the Close Combat Clasp.
The 55 Long Service Decorations of 1938 were super-
seded during the war by their Wehrmacht equivalents,
since the Waffen-55 was regarded as an integral part of
the armed forces, Even naval and LuftwaiflTe War and
Glualification Badges could sccasionally be seen on 55
uniform, depending upon the wearer's service history.

Of all the German combat awards, only the Guerrilla
Warfare Badge was singled out as being of specific re-
levance to the activities of the Waffen-58, and for that
reason it merits some detailed description. The increas-
ing ferocity of the war waged against partisans in
Russia, the Balkans and elsewhere during 1941-43
necessitated the creation of a new decoration to reward
those who had been engaged upon it for a prolonged
peried. On 30 January 1944, Hitler instituted the Ban-
denkampfobzeichen and officially designated it a
‘Kampfabzeichen der Waffen-85 wnd Polizer’, or
“WafTen-35 and Police Battle Badge', the only war

badge so described during the Third Reich. It came in
three grades, bronze, silver and gold, for participation
in 20, 50 and 100 combat days against guerrillas. Qual-
ification for award was therefore very high, making the
Bandenkampfabzeichen far more difficult to achieve
than similar decorations like the Infantry Assault
Badge. In fact, the Guerrilla Warfare Badge in Gold
equated to winning the prized Close Combat Clasp in
Gold twice.

The design of the Guerrilla Warfare Badge was based
on that of the ingignia of the Silesian Freikorps of 1919
and featured a wreath of oakleaves enclosing a sword
with sunwheel swastika (representing the German
forces) plunging into a hydra (the partisanz). The
hydra, a fabulous multi-headed sea serpent of Greek
mythology, was famed as being almost impossible to
destroy since its heads quickly grew again if they were
cut off. The parallel with the partisan forces, which
sprang up vigorously time and time again, is obvious,
At the sword’s point was a Totenkopf, which was doubly
appropriate since it symbolized both the 35 involve-
ment in anti-partisan warfare and the deadly nature of
the struggle.

WEFT: AMEr tha invasicn of Rusidia,
waIOUE B Mo - Soviel meltins
and homal-gudnd units comprising
masnly naticnalat Bais and
Ukrasninng were consalidaiod inbg
an auxikary pohce once known as
th Schutzmannschatt, or Schuma,
with ower 200 battalions, 1o assist
the 55 ard Polizel in anti-partesan
operations. Initialy kitbed oul in
madified surplus Dilack
ABgemsaine=55 unifonms, they later
recaived field-gray garb with their
owm rank badges and insignia
incorporating the Schurma motto
Loyal, Valiant, Obedient'. Branch
afl BEAAcE Sobors wahi Batad on
thoae of the Garman poics. The
armiand, dating from Augusl 1944,
wead worn with Sivilkpn clothas whon
on Tran-line duty with Sipo

I T

apovE; Stunmbann iihrer Hormann
Buchner of tha Tolenkopl Diviskon
was onp of the “eroes” of the
Wallen-55, winmnng thess awands
baplore by weas killed in achan
gutskde Warsaw in Movemiber 1944:
Knight"s Cross of the Iron Cross,
Goerman Cross in Gaold, on Cross
158 and 2nd Classas, Choss Combat
Clasp in Gold, 'Wound Badge in
G, Intantry Assaqit Bados in
Silver, Demanak Shialkd, War Ml
Cross 2nd Class with Swords,
Russian Frost Madal, Croech
Dccupation Medal with Prague
Cantle Bar

rse; Th Guserilla Wariare Bacge
i Bronze




HE GERMANIC-SS




Heinrich Himmler was possessed by his desire to im-
prove the strength and racial composition of the Ger-
man nation, and saw as the cornerstone of the Greater
erman Reich an 38 organization with native branches
in each of the sccupied western territories. The NSDAP
hierarchy had long agreed that all the areas which had
formerly been part of the German (or Holy Roman)
Empire, including Flanders and the Low Countries,
should automatically be incorporated into the new
Reich, with the mass of their populace eventually
attaining full Reich citizenship. Himmler. however,
went a step further, demanding that Germany should

have the right to bring into its ranks the Germanic
peoples of Norway and Denmark, states which had
never been part of the Empire. The Reichsfithrer en-
visaged the ultimate creation of a new western Ger-
manic State to be called Burgundia, grouping the
Netherlands, Belgium and north-east France, which
would be policed and governed solely by the 55 accord-
ing to the 55 code. Burgundia would act as a buffer, pro-
tecting Germany proper from western invasion. The
general aim was to attract all the Mordic blood of
Europe into the S5, so that never again would the Ger-
manic peoples come into mutual conflict.

Pl Fadesl Cokipck
vodurilears under 55 contnol on the
Ensiem Front
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To that end, Himmler established a replica of the
German Allgemeine-38 in Flanders in September 1940
This Algemeene-55 Viaanderen was joined two months
later by the Dutch Nederlandsche-S5, and in Mav 1941
the Norges-S55 was formed in Norway. Members of
these units retained their own languages and customs,
but there was to be no question of a Europe of semi-free
pro-German states, each with its own independent 88
formation loval to its own political leader. From the
start, Himmler told his western volunteers:

‘Be certain of this. There will be in all Europe just one 58 -
the Germanic-55 under the command of the Reichsfihrer-
S5, You can resist, but that is a matter of indilference Lo me
for we will create it in any case. We do not agk vou te turn
agminst your country, nor to do anvihing repugnant to
anyone proud of his country, who loves it and has his self-
respect. Neither do we expect vou to become Germans out of
opportunism, What we do ask i1s that you subordinate vour
national ideal 1o a superior racial and historical ideal, that of
the simgle and all-embracing Germanic Reich.’

. -

Consequently, at the end of 1942, the western forma-
tiong were removed from the influence of their own
national collaborationist political leaders and amalga-
mated to become a new Germanie-535 under Himmler's
direct orders. Their independence gone, they were now
merely branches of a single organization and were re-
titled Germaansche-S8 in Viaanderen, Germaansche-
55 en Nederland, and Germanske-5S Norge. After the
raising in April 1943 of the Danish Germanzsk Korpset,
later called the Schalburg Corps, the Germanic-SS was
complete, with a total active membership of almost
9 men. Many of them had seen action in Russia,
with the foreign volunteer legions of the Waffen-S5. All
were duly kitted out with surplus black Allgemeine-55
uniforms imported from Germany, to which suitable
national insignia were attached. Their primary war-
time task was to support the local police by rooting out
partizsans, subversives and other anti-Nazi elements,
The uniform of the Germanie-S8 in Flanders was vir-
tually identical to that of the Allgemeine-S5. The only
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points of departure were that the peaked cap featured
a large elongated silver swastika instead of the 33
eagle, and a black diamond bearing the 55 runes was
worn on the left upper arm instead of the swastika arm-
band. The diamond was piped in black/silver twisted
cord for junior ranks and in gilver bullion for officers.
Rank insignia worn on the left collar patch was the
same as that of the German 535, while the right collar
patch was blank. On the lower left sleeve, a black-and-
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gilver cuff title bore the legend *53-Vlaanderen®, and
the belt buckle featured the S8 runes in a circle of
oakleaves, Members of the Viaanderen-Korps, which
was in effect the Flemish 55 reserve, wore a similar
black uniform but were not entitled to sport either the
peaked cap or arm diamond. They had forage caps with
a silver swastika on the left side, and their cull titles
read ‘Viaanderen-Korps'. Moreover, their belt buckles
had only a semi-circle of oakleaves around the runes
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NORGE |



NORDMENN

In civihian clothes, members of the Germanic-55
in Flanders could wear a circular lapel badge with a
white swastika on a black background, while patron
members, or Beschermende Leden, had their own
diamond-shaped badge bearing SSrunes and the letters
‘BL".

The nominal strength of the Flemish 35 in June 1944
wis 3500, However, 1600 of these were on active service
with the Wallen-35, 940 were with the NSKK and 500
were in the Viaanderen-Korps, leaving only 460
regular Germanic-55 men in Flanders, of whom 1040
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were still probationers. By the end of the vear, most of
Belgium had been liberated. There was only one signifi-
cant exception = the port of Antwerp, birthplace of the
Flemish 58, which remained in German hands. The
remnants of the Germaansche-58 in Viaanderen were
incorporated into a Security Corps of some 2500
assorted paramilitaries. A battalion of this corps fought
alongside the German defenders of Antwerp in a battle
which lasted throughout September-November 1944. It
was one of the rare examples of western European col-
laborators being used to fight against the British and

Americans, most of their colleagues seeing service only
in Kussia,

The uniform of the Germaansche-S58 en Nederland
was also black, with a regimental number on the right
collar patch. A triangle bearing a silver Wolfsangel on a
red-and-black background was worn on the left upper
arm, and a silver metal Wolfsangel also appeared on the
peaked cap in place of the 85 eagle, On the right upper
arm, the 35 runes were worn on g black diamond, in
silver bullion for officers and white cotton for lower
ranks. All personnel wore blank eufTtitles on the lower
left sleeve, The 4000 patron members, or Begunstigende
Leden, wore an oval lapel badge with the 35 runes sur-
mounting a swastika and the letters ‘BL'. The
Germaansche-55 en Nederland had, on paper, a
strength of five regiments plus an 55-Police regiment,
and supported its own journal, Storm S5, However, its
active membership, nominally 3800 was in lact con-
stantly depleted by voluntary enlistmentz into the
more prestigious Waffen-55.

The Morges-33 of 1941 wore a curious uniform com-
prising a field-gray open-necked tunic with a khaki
shirt and black tie. Rank insignia was that of the Rrks-
hird, ithe Norwegian Nazi equivalent of the German
SA) and the Rikshird's black armband with a sun cross
and swords was worn on the left sleeve. Before the
Norges-35 could complete even its basic training, how-
ever, Hitler invaded Russia and 85 per cent of its mem-
bership immediately volunteered for service with the
Morwegian Legion of the WalTen-SS. The remainder
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went into a police company, which took part in the giege
of Leningrad. In July 1942, many veterans returned
from the east to form the new Germanske-S5S Morge,
which abandoned all Rikshird associations. A new oath
of allegiance was taken to Hitler, and the German-
inspired motto ‘Min aere er troskap’ 'My Honor is
Lovalty") was adopled. The uniform of the Germanske-
25 Norge was all black except for a brown shirt. It com-
prized a ski-cap (peaked caps were never worn by the
Morwegian 55, an open-necked tunic, ski trousers and
mountain beotz, An eagle holding a sun cross in silver
and black waz worn on the left sleeve above a culfl title
bearing the legend ‘Germanske-55 Norge'. Rank in-
signia appeared on the left collar patch with a silver
sunwheel swastika on the right patch, S8 runes on a
black diamond were sported on the right upper arm.

Mo Germanic-55 unit in Norway attained sufficient
gize to be regarded as a Standarte, The largest that
could be mustered was a Stormbann or battalion, of
which there were 12 in various parts of the country
Most were consistently under strength. The concept of
patron members was introduced into Norway as in the
other Germanic countries, and these so-called Stoftende
Medlemaner were entitled to wear a small oval badge in
black enamel, with silver 55 runes and the letters ‘SM'
Official figures published in Germaneren, the Norwe-
gian 35 newspaper, gave the strength of the Germanic-
55 in Morway az 1250 in September 1944, O these, 330
were on combat duty with the Walfen-55 and 760 were
in police units, leaving only 160 Norwegians in the
active Germanic-55. At the same time, there were 3500
patron members

The Danish Germanic Corps, or Germansk Korpset,
was formed in 1943 from Russian-front veterans and

shortly thereafter was renamed the Schalburg Corps in
memory of their former leader who had been killed at
Demjansk. The unit adopted a black uniform virtually
identical to that of the Allgemeine-SS, with similar
rank insignia, although the nomenclature used was
that of the Danish police. The main points of departure
were that the 55 cap eagle was replaced by a winged
sunwheel swastika, and a sunwheel swastika also
appeared on the right collar paich and on the belt
buckle. A Danish heraldic shield, comprizing three blue
lions on a vellow field with red hearts, was worn on the
upper left arm above a cuff title bearing the word
‘Schalburg’. On ceremonial guard duty, a highly-
poelished black German steel helmet was worn with a
large white sunwheel swastika on the right side. The
Schalburg Corps adopted the same techniques as the
partisan groups which it fought, and responded to each
resistance azsassination with one of its own. A so-called
schalburg Cross, bearing the Corps motto “Troskab vor
Aere 1"Uur Honor 12 Lovalty') was instituted late in the
war, with one posthumous award being made.

In addition to the Germanic-55 formations perma-
nently based in Flanders, Holland. Norway and Den-
mark, the Allgemeine-S5 established itz own Germa-
nsche Sturmbanne or Germanic battalions in the areas
of the Reich where there were large concentrations of
workers imported from the Nordic countries, These
foreigners numbered several hundred thousand by the
end of 1942, and posed a major problem for German in-
ternal security. To assist in their control, Flemish and
Dutch 55 officers and men, most of them fresh from
front-line service in the east, were emploved by German
firms to engage in a propapanda campaign in the
factories. They suceeeded in persuading such large




numbers of their compatriots to join the local Allge-
meine-55 that seven Germanic battalions were set up
in the major industrial cities of Berlin, Braunschweig,
Dresden, Disseldorf, Hamburg, Nirnberg and Stutt-
gart. Uniforms were supplied by the Allgemeine-35
and comprised the standard black outfit, minus the
tunic. Insignia was worn on the shirt, in the manner of
the ald 55 traditional uniform. Membership peaked at
around 7000 at the end of 1944, with the sole function of
policing foreign workers in Germany.

Initially, 55 personnel from Flanders, Holland, Nor-
way and Denmark were entitled to compete for and
wear the paramilitary sports badges awarded by their
domestic pro-Nazi parties. However, the formation of
the Germanic-55 at the end of 1942 all but severed the
links with home and consequently a new all-embracing
sports award was called for. On 15 July 1943, regula-
tions introduced just such a badge for the Germanic-35.
It was to take the form of two sig-runes, long the
emblem of the German 35, superimposed over a sun-
wheel swastika, which was associated with pro-Nazi
parties across Europe as well as with the WafTen-55
Wiking and Nordland divisions in which many west-

European volunteers were sgerving. The design was
therefore representative of the union between the Ger-
man 55 and the Germanic-858. Approved and instituted
by Himmler on 1 August 1943, the award was named
the Germamische Leistungsrune, or Germanic Pro-
ficiency Hune. It came in two grades, bronze and silver,
the badges differing only in the color of the sunwheel.
The tests leading to an award of the badge were on a par
with those undergone by Germans in the 55 to qualify
for the German National Sports Badge and the SA Mili-
tary Sports Badge. They included running, jumping.
swimming, rope climbing, throwing the hammer,
shooting, completing an assault course, map reading,
distance judging, observation, camouflage, first aid, sig-
naling, verbal reporting and report writing. There were
also written and oral examinations on National Social-
ist theories. Training requirements meant that at least
120 hours practise had to be completed every six
months, and tests had to be passed annually in order to
retain the badge.

The first tests and examinations took place in
January 1944 at the training school of the Dutch 58
at Avegoor near Arnhem, Over 2000 members of the
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Germanie-55 presented themselves, but only 95 passed.
They were decorated with the badge (18 silver and 77
bronze! by Himmler on 1 February. The following June,
20 Danes received the badge at a ceremony at their
training center at Hovelte, and in August 25 members
of the CGermanie-35 in MNorway were similarly
decorated. The Allied invazion of western Europe un-
doubtedly prevented more widespread distribution, and
it is believed that total awards numbered less than 200,
Many badges were destroved by their recipients at the
end of the war, for obvious reasons

The Germanic Proficiency Rune was convex in form,
and measured 46mm in diameter. The sunwheel was of
copper-plated zine with an olive-bronze or silver wash,
while the sig-runes were black enameled tombakbronze
with silver-plated edges. The sig-runes were secured to
the sunwheel by four round tombak pins bent over at
the rear. The reverse had a tyvpically ‘bubbled’ appear-
ance, and was unmarked. The pin bar was wide and flat.
Since intended distribution was strictly limited, it is
most probable that all Germanic Proficiency Runes
were produced at a single source, Unfortunately, due (o
the absence of makers” marks, that zource remaing a
mystery. However, it is more than likely that the badge
was made “in-house’ by one of the many 55 economic
enterprises. It has been widely faked, with most copies
being made from a bright alloy, with soldered runes and
RZM marks. A completely bogus "Germanic Proficiency
Rune in Gold' has even appeared on the memorabilia
market in recent yvears,
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